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^ Official: the hottest 
^ young fiddler in town 

3/NEWS 

''. Louise Woodward 
on the stand 
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TODAY’S NEWS 

Financial markets 
plunged into turmoil 

Financial markets around the world were plunged into 
turmoil yesterday after investors launched massive sell- 
offs from Hong Kong *° Mexico Gey. London's 
FTSEIOO index of leading companies fared relatively 
well, falling 129.5 points, but the Tokyo market hit its. 
lowest level for more than two years and in New York, 
shares experienced one of their biggest falls since the 
1987 crash. Emerging markets such as Brazil went into 
a taflspin as speculative bubbles around the globe were 
fina/fy pricked. Page 23, and Outlook, page 25 

Failure in Montserrat 

The people of Montserrat, homeless after a volcanic 
eruption, have been left m appalling conditions after a 
two-yfear catalogue of faihnias bythe Brftisfc'- 
government, the island's Chief tiUnister has told The • 
independent David Brandt, who wQi today address MPs 
on the crisis, claims some officials would prefer to see 
the island depopulated rather than work to rebuild its 
infrastructure. Page 21 

BMW to buy Rolls? 

The German car company BMW emerged as the 
favourite to buy Rolls-Royce, die East big British motor 
manufacturer. The Crewe-based company is to be sold 
by its present owners, the defence group Vickers. One 
possible buyer. Ford, said it had no interest - leaving the 
way open- for BMW which already owns Rovec Page 9 

SEEN & HEARD 

Bruce Willis - a dairy farmer from Swindon - decided : 
on a day in London. At a mention of his name, an 
otherwise fully booked Momo — one of the capitals 
most fashionable new restaurants — suddenly found a 
table. On his arrival, jaws dropped, but he was served 
with good humour. Nicky Clarke, hair stylist to the 
stars, was also fully booked until mention of his name. 
On arrival he was turned away. A spokesman said that 
although celebrities could be accommodated at short 
notice, the hdtyoRot had to wait In line; 


H 44 WEATHER The Eye. page KT 
TELEVISION The Eye. page 12 
CROSSWORDS ftge 32 and 
the Eye, page 9 
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Brown: get ready for the Euro 

The Government yesterday committed itself to the 
abolition of the Pound ‘in principle'. It is the biggest 
decision about Britain’s place in the world taken in 
Downing Street since the Second World War. 


The Government’s gamble is historic 

No one should be fooled by the Ifs and buts, or the delay. The Chancellor 
wants to join a successful single currency; and he is preparing the country 
for entry. ‘No, unless’ under the Tories has become ‘yes, when’ under 
Labour. Sooner or later, Tony Blair will gamble his reputation on winning 
the argument. (And he has a lot of history to overcome: the last time 
Britain’s rulers were part of a single currency they spoke Latin.) 


Democracy - yesterday’s missing word 

In gambling, however, the Government is wrongly pretending this is only 
an economic decision. It isn’t. It would mean the transfer of real political 
power, including over taxation, to EU bankers and ministers, at a time 
when the Union lacks a real democratic culture. Blair needs to champion 
the case for reforming the bureaucratic, unpopular EU institutions. 

But, in the end, this is the right decision 

Hoping that he does, we are pro-Euro. Britain’s best future is as part of a 
united Europe; a strong single currency should be a part of that future. 


Meanwhile, a dramatic guff has 
opened up between the 
Government and the 
Conservatives over the angle 
currency. The political editor 
reports on a split which will be 
reflected across the country. 


The voters wereyesterday offered the most 
dramatically dear-cut choice between the 
main parties, when Gordon Brown made 
a Ariaratinn that Labour backed the prin- 
ciple of a single currency, and Peter Lil- 
ley, the shadow Chancellor, pushed his 
parry to the brink of saying that a single 
currency would bring a angle, European 
government 

With Mr Brown announcing a clear-cut 
policy that there was no constitutional ob- 
stacle to British membership of the cur- 
rency, and that preparations were to be 
made to enable the pound to be abolished 
soon after the next election, there was a 
danger last night that the equally signifi- 
cant Conservative move might be lost 

After most reporters had left the par- 
liamentary press gallery to hear the col- 
lected wisdom of die Prime Munster's and 
Chancellor’s spin doctors, the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer told the Commons that 
there were now two sections in the Con- 
servative Party - those, like Kenneth 
Darke, who wanted to join a angle cur- 
rency as soon as possible, and those who 
never wanted to join up. 

In the middle, attempting to bridge the 
gap, was William Hague, saying that it 
should be ruled out for 10 years; into and 
beyond the next election. But Mr Brown 
demanded: “On what baas is it lOyears? 
If it is wrong in principle, why don't they 
rule it out for a hundred years?” 

Shaken by a month’s damaging spec- 
ulation over Labour intentions towards the 
single currency, and whether there was a 
rift between Tboy Biair and Mr Brown, the 
Chancellor told MPs: “The time of inde- 
cision is over." 

According to Labour strategists, the 
statement was not only designed to kill 
speculation about government intentions, 
but also to corner and kill Tbry chances 
ai. me next election. 

Mr T iilry’s Commons response, which 



Gordon Brown: ‘Indecision is over’ 


put the Opposition into a most extreme po- 
sition of hostility to the currency, could help 
in the achievement of that secondary tar- 
get, and one senior Labour source last night 
predicted that it might help create the split 
that some Labour ministers hope for. 

The shadow Chancellor said that it was 
all well and good for Mr Brown to set eco- 


BY ANTHONY 
BEVINS 


nomic tests for membership, on which ba- 
sis Britain was not yet ready, but there was 
a marked absence of any political or don- 
stitutional test. “The key issue," Mr Lflley 
said, “is, win entry to the single currency 
require centralisation of taxation, of bor- 
rowing powers, the power of the centre to 
transfer resources from the prosperous 
countries to those who are handicapped by 
joining the single currency? 

“Does he not recognise that for most 
of our Continental partners this is not pri- 
marily, or, to some extent even at all, an 
economic venture but a political venture? 

“Does he not recognise that up to now 
there has never been a currency without 
a government to run it, or a government 
worthy of its name without a airremy to 
run? The attempt to establish a single cur- 


rency in Europe without a government to 
run it, is intended by many to be tempo- 
rary, not permanent. Why does he not tell 
us where this government stands on that 
pre-eminent issue? 

“Does be want to see, will he connive 
in, will he agree to centralisation of po- 
litical power, over tax, over borrowing, over 
the transfer of resources to other countries 
in the single currency area? And up and 
until he answers that question, we cannot 
accept its right to sign up in principle to 
a single currency." 

That puts the Conservative Party, in 
principle, against a angle currency, while 
Mr Brown put the Labour government, in 
principle, for it, and preparing to join. 

But not yet Earlier, Mr Brown had told 
the Commons: “There has been no prop- 
er preparation for a decision, because no 
previous government could agree on 
whether they supported it in principle, nor 
whether there was an overriding consti- 
tutional objection on grounds of sover- 
eignty or not; nor whether, even ifasingle 
currency worked aDd worked well, fix: Gov- 
ernment would wish to be part of iL 

“Forms of words like 'keeping the op- 
tion open’ - while no preparations were 
ever made to render the option practica- 
ble - have similarly served as a pretext for 
postponing the hard choices.” 

Thktng that hard choice, with the full 
support of a united Cabinet, Mr Brown 

then announced that membership of a suc- 
cessful single currency would be benefi- 
cial in principle, and that if the benefits 
of joining for business and industry were 
dear and unambiguous, there was - no con- 
stitutional bar to British membership. 

Mr Brown said, as expected, that 
Britain was not ready for the first wave of 
euro membership at the start of 1999, but 
he added that the Government would pre- 
pare the country for possible membership 
soon after the next election. “... it is es- 
sential that the Government and business 
prepare intensively during this Parlia- 
ment, so that Britain will be in a position 
to join a single currency, should we wish 
to, early in the next Parliament,” be said. 

But. before that happens, there will be 
a ferocious national battle about whether 
we go in - or stay ouL 

End to indecision, page 4 
Leading article, page 20 
Donald Ma dn tyre, page 21 
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Crossing the Tweed to 
cost English dear 


First there was the Bravcheart revival. Then came a vote for devolution, 
and calls for an independent Scottish army. 

Now. to add to suspicions that crossing the TVveed could in future be 
a costly business, comes news that the English, Welsh and Irish will pay 
more than the Scots - and any other European Union citizens - to study 
at university in Scotland. 

The unprecedented movie to charge students within the United King- 
dom differing sums for identical courses in Scotland, announced yesterday, 
follows concern that students at Scottish universities would suffer under 
government plans io introduce means-rested tuition fees of up to £1,000 
for each year of higher education. 

Student and university leaders argued the charges, being levied from 
next September, would unfairly penalise those studying in Scotland, where 
degree courses last four years compared with three elsewhere in the Unit- 
ed Kingdom. In response to claims of discrimination, and predictions of 
a southerly exodus across the border, the Scottish Office yesterday said 
Scottish undergraduates would be exempt from the fourth year of tu- 
ition fees at universi- 
ties in their home 
country. 

However, the deci- 
sion does not affect 
those applying to Scot- 
tish universities from 
England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland, who 
will still be charged 
tuition fees for all four 
years of study, lb add 
to English, Welsh and 
Ulster indignation 
over the move, it 
emerged last night 
that students from 
other parts of the Eu- 
ropean Union would 
be treated under EU 
rules like Scottish stu- 
dents , guaranteeing 
them the exemption 
from a year’s fees. 

News of the varying 
charges immediately 
provoked fresh alle- 
gations of discrimina- 
tion from student 
leaders, who pointed 

out that in putting right one injustice the Government had created an- 
other. It is only two months since ministers were forced to agree con- 
cessions over fees for this year’s gap-year students, who would have missed 
out on free tuition under original fees proposals. 

The National Union of Students also predicted the latest plan would 
have a devastating impact in Scottish universities, some of which draw 
almost half their undergraduates from England, Wiles and Northern Ire- 
land There would be a “massive fall” in applications toScotiand, ac- 
cording to the NUS national president, Douglas Trainer. “There’s so much 
confusion over tuition fees and this latest announcement will have dis- 
astrous consequences for many potential sttidehte choosing universities 
this month. Many will opt against Scotland and many will give up the 
dream of higher education altogether." 

The Scottish Office was last night washing its hands of responsibility 
for unequal charging around the UK, stressing it had responded to pleas 
for equity for Scots compared with the rest of the UK. If the English, 
Welsh and Northern Irish were now disadvantaged as a result when study- 
ing in Scotland, it was up to their student support agencies - the De- 
partment for Education and the Welsh and Northern Ireland Offices - 
to bring the whole system completely into line, said a spokesman. 

The Scottish Office suggests non-Scottish UK students hoping to study 
in Scotland could save money by starting their degree in the second year 
of the course - a possible option because A- levels involve more advanced 
study than Scottish highers. However, at present, only one in ten eligi- 
ble students opts to compact their degree into three years. 

— Lucy Ward 
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Scottish defender: Mel Gibson in Bravehecrt 
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Cause for celebration: Cellist Yo-Yo Ma is Artist of the Year ' 

Pavarotti remembers Diana at music awards 


Luciano Pavarotti was ai the centre of an emotional 
occasion last nightwhen he dedicated a prestigious 
award he had received to Diana, Princess of 'Abies. 
The Italian tenor won a huge elation at th£ Gtarinv 
phone Awards in London when he held his award 
high and announced that he wanted to dedicate 
it to the Princess, whose funeral last month be had 
attended. ... 

Earlier, Pavarotti and Sir Paul McCartney met 
for the first time backstage, and Sir Patti was in- 
vited to the annual charity show that Pavarotti stages 
in his home city of Modena. Pavarotti won his spe- 
cial achievement award for the £5m he raised via 
record sales for the children of Bosnia. 

For the past two yeans he has been raising funds 
for London-based charity War Child to build a cen- 
tre in M os tar, one of the most war-tom cities of 
Bosnia. His dream hack in 1995 was to turn a 
bombed out building in Mostar into a music cen- 
tre for children. It now is a music centre with con- 
cert ball, teachers, audio visual equipment and a 
recording studio. 


Pavarotti will travel to Mostar in December to 
open the centre. Next year the tenor will host his 
annual charily concert, to which Sir Paul has been 
imnted T ag^m;tohe jecorded asa charity album 
by Decca and, bn this occasion, the project will fund 
a children’s community and medical project in 
Africa. ; 

Sir Paul McCartney, appearing at the premier 
classical music awards for the first time, present-' 
ed the Young Artist of the Year award to IsabeDe - 
Faust for her solo debut recording of Bartok’s vi- 
olin sonatas. Artist of the year was Yo-Yo Ma (pic- 
tured above), the extrovert American cellist 
shortly to star in a feature film. 

A Lifetime Achievement award for outstanding 
contribution to classical music was presented to 
Mstislav Rostropovich by Sir Edward Heath. The 
record of the year was the so called operatic ‘dream 
team’ Angela Gbeorghiu and Roberto Aiagna 
singing exerpts from Puccini's La Rondine. 

— David Lister 
The Eye, cover story 


No regrets over murder novel 


The author of a controversial 
novel about paedophilia and child 
murder saidyesterday that tiie bad 
“no regrets" about writing the 
book. The End of Alice. 

AM Homes said yesterday 
that she hoped that it would take 
the debate about child abuse into 
the open: “It is the job of fiction 
or any kind of art to talk about 
what goes on in our culture. On 
some level I wanted to write this 
so it would raise the discussion,” 
she said. 

The book's story is told though 
the words and fantasies of a 
male paedophile in prison for the 
barbaric killing of a 12-year-old 
girL He corresponds with a young 
woman about her sexual obses- 
sion with a young boy. 

Yesterday, the boksellerchain 
W H Smith said it would not 
stock the book because it does 
not fit with the store's family im- 
age and the children's charity the 
National Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelly to Children 
(NSPCC) called for a boycott on 
the book which it called “vile" 
and “repugnant and in the worst 
interests of children". 

But Ms Homes, an established 
author who teaches at Columbia 
University said the argument - 
which she had not experienced 
when the book was published last 
year in the United Slates - had be- 
come “hysterical" and “panicked”. 



"Anything which promotes 
people to talk about these things 
is a good thing; it is a move to- 
wards stopping it happening." she 
said. “Adults have a responsibil- 
ity to protect children. The whole 
issue of child abuse has been 
completely swept under the rug." 

She said it was “ridiculous” to 
say that paedophiles could read 
the book for pleasure. “1 don’t 
think a paedophile would feel 
comfortable reading this book 
and 1 don’t think anyone would 
become a paedophile from read- 
ing this book. Literature is not 
dangerous; it is people who are 
dangerous." 

— Glenda Cooper 


Prison Service 
head joins CBI 

The head of communications at 
the Prison Service is to leave her 

job to work for a leading business 
organisation, it was announced 
yesterday. Audrey Nelson, 42, is 
the latest in a line of senior gov- 
ernment information officers to 
resign since the new govern- 
ment was elected in May. 

She will become Director of 
Communications at the Confed- 
eration of British Industry in 
December, but yesterday she 
said her move had nothing to do 
with new ministers. 

“The ministers here are all 
very nice and we get on well. Af- 
ter 10 years in the Government 
Information Service I was look- 
ing to broaden my private sector 
experience," she said. 

Ms Nelson has been at the 
Prison Service for six years after 
working for the Home Office, De- 
partment of Trade and Industry, 
Office of Fair Trading and Social 
Security. 

Adair Turner, director general 
of the CBI said; “The wealth of 
Audrey’s experience with gov- 
ernment, industry and the pub- 
lic sector will be of. enormous 
value, not only in dealing with to- 
day's issues, but also as we pre- 
pare the CBI to meet the 
challenges of the next century." 

— Fran Abrams 
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Home buyers look underground 

A new service to alert potential homeowners to possible underground haz- 
ards in their property fa being launched today by the British Geological 
. Survey. People buying homes \vhhr&\ < ir ' London nmJ Bristol areas will 
be able to get a survey on a specific address to highlight the geological 
conditions. The computer-based system will be able to pinpoint such prob- 
lems as subsidence, potential flooding and the presence of Radon - u ra- 
dioactive gas found that can cause lung cancer. — Amanda Kelly 


Searchlight 


Our court report on 2 October on Lewis Ruskin’s conviction for fraud, 
reported the statement made on his behalf that he was a founder of the 
anti-racist magazine Searchlight. Gerry Gable. Editor of Searchlight, has 
informed us (hat Mr Rusfcin was not a founder nor played any other 
significant role in the magazine. 
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Australia (dollars) 
Austria (schillings) 
Belgium (francs) 
Canada ($) 
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Denmark (kroner) 
France (francs) 
Germany (marks) 
Greece (drachmei) 
Hong Kong ($) 

Ireland (punts) 


2.3 

Italy (lira) 
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19.89 

Japan (yen) 
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58A3 
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Unscheduled mooring; The dredger Sand Krt^ with 3,000 tonnes of sea-dredged gravel on board, after colliding with the Thames Barrier on its journey upstream through dense fog early yesterday morning 


Photograph; Brian Harris 
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Did she kill the baby? The 
prosecution didn’t even ask 


She lied about her age at a Boston 
bar and drank a beer illegally. She 
spent two hours on the telephone 
with a friend when she should 
have been looking after the 
children. But did she murder little 
Matthew? Over two hours of 
questioning Louise Woodward 
yesterday, the prosecution did not 
even ask. David Usbome watched 
what seemed to be an easy escape 
for the accused British nanny. 


Sbe looked occasionally edgy and her 
grasp for the Kleenex at one point may not 
have convinced the jury, but Louse Wood- 
ward appeared yesterday to sa3 almost un- 
scathed through two hours of cross 
examination by the prosecution as her tri- 
al on charges of first degree murder of 
Matthew Eappen approaches its close. 

Questioned by Gerard Leone, Ms 
Woodward repeatedly denied reports filed 
by police offiairs first on the scene after 
Matthew’s collapse on 4 February that she 
had told them then that she had “tossed” 
Matthew on to a bed and that she may have 
“dropped” him on to the hard floor of the 
bathroom. 

Apparent inconsistencies between what 
Louise who feces life in prison without pa- 
role if convicted, allegedly told the police 
officers and what she told Deborah Eap- 
pen, the child's mother, on the same day 
had offered the prosecution perhaps its best 
way forward in repairing its case. 

Louise said nothing to Mrs Eappen 
about any mishaps in the bedroom or the 
bathroom- 

In recalling a conversation with a 
Sergeant William Byrne about what hap- 
pened m the bathroom. MsWoodward flat- 
ty Insisted: “1 never said I dropped him.” 
And again, “I didn’t say that” 

In a moment that might have been hu- 
morous but for the tragedy of the case, Ms 
Woodward appeared to unbalance Mr 
Leone when, being pressed on her insis- 
tence that she had not “tossed” the baby- 
on to the bed as the police had claimed. 


she replied with a different verb: “Tbpopi’” 
“1 said (to the police officers) that 1 
popped him on to the bed.” An exasper- 
ated Mr Leone, attempting to fathom a se- 
mantic divide between England and 
America, leapt in with, “Did you pop him, 
lay him on the bed dr toss him on the bed?” 
In earlier testimony Ms Woodward did con- 
cede that she had told police that she may 
have been “a little rough” with Matthew, 
who had been cranky all that day and was 
not eating. 

AH this drama - yesterday was the sec- 
ond half of an utterly unusual event in the 



l.A 


Louise Woodward: Unscathed 


American court system: a defendant in a 
murder trial taking the stand - was wit- 
nessed not just by Gary and Susan Wood- 
ward. the parents of Louise who, as 
throughout the trial, were on the far right 
of the public gallery, but also by Sunil Eap- 
pen, the father of Matthew, who sat on the 
far left His wife was not with him. 

In the occasional moment when Mr 
Leone appeared to be making some 
progress in ferreting out inconsistencies and 
other awkward admissions - including her 
violation of American drinking laws and a 
two-hour telephone call to another nanny 
on 4 February - Dr Eappen allowed him- 
seff small smifes or even smirks. These may 
have been expressions of doubt in the cred- 
ibility of the witness shown for the bene- 
fit of the jury sitting just a few feet before 


him. In one of numerous efforts to unset- 
tle the poise of Ms Woodward, Mr Leone 
raised an Er-mafl that she had sent to her 
mother on 31 January about an evening 
with friends in Boston that culminaled with 
time spent on the Internet and engaging 
in “cybersex” with a woman who had 
logged on from Liverpool in England. With 
a coy smile, Louise responded only: “It was 
just a bit of fun.” 

Returning to the medical crux of the 
case, however, Mr Leone pressed Louise 
on whether she had noticed any “goose-egg” 
(swelling) or any other injury to Mathew’s 
head in the month before 4 February, for 
instance while bathing him or putting a win- 
ter hat on him. 

It is the defence's contention that 
Matthew suffered an earlier injury to his 
head, behaps three weeks before February, 
that went undetected but which created a 
sub-dural dot (beneath the skull) in which ! 
an ultimately fatal re-bleed was triggered , 
on the day in question. Matthew died on I 
9 February. 

“Did you notice a goose-egg or dis- 
comfort in the month before 4 February?” 
Mr Leone asked. “1 didn’t notice anything, 
no,” she replied. 

Mr Leone may have been frustrated by 
the fact that the critical question he would 
normally have had to put to Louise - did 
she shake, did she dam, did she murder the 
boy?- had already been [put to her by her 
defence lawyer under direct examination 
last week. 

His thunder, therefore; had aleady 
been stolen. 

The nearest he got was impressing her 
on how she first reacted to finding the boy 
in his cot, at about 330pm, blue in colour 
and unresponsive. Particularly, he focused 
on the seconds when she said she dapped 
her hands around the baby’s head and 
screamed his name repeatedly in an effort 
to get some reaction. 

"That was because you realised what you 
had done at that time, is that right, 
ma’am?” he shot at her. She replied swift- 
ly, “No.” 

Closing arguments were expected lat- 
er yesterday and the case is likely to be giv- 
en to the jury today. 


Despite the windfalls, Britain remains 
a nation of savers 


Savers managed to put aside 
over £30bn in the first half of 
this year despite taking more 
foreign holidays than ever be- 
fore. 

The Abbey National Savings 
Index said savings were up 
£5tm on the same period last 
year and that windfall pay- 
ments, High er interest rates,, 
higher employment levels and 


the savings trend buoyant. 

Both the buSding society 
windfalls -and . favourable, ex- 
change rates have encouraged 


people to go abroad. More 
than 9 million package deals 
were sold this summer com- 
pared to 8.5 million last year 
with holidaymakers paying an 
average £414 for their trip. 

The Spanish island of Ma- 
jorca was the top holiday des- 
tination, with Florida the most 
popular spot for long-bald trips, 
and Mexico and the Dominican 
Republic the fastest up-and- 
coming locations. 

The Savings Index showed 
tha t combined personal saving? 
across bank and building soci- 


ety aoxmnts. National Savings, 
uni t trusts and new individual 
pensions and life assurance to- 
talled £14tm in the second quar- 
ter of this year, a rise of over 
£lbn compared with the same 
period in 1996. 

And Abbey National said an 
increasing number of people 
were investing in the stock- 
market. In the second quarter 
nf ftris year, savers placed almost 
£3bn in PEPs and unit trusts, an 
increase of 40 per cent on last 
year and a rise of 57 per cent 
on the first quarter of 1997. 


Batty Naisbitt, chief econo- 
mist for the Abbey National said 
the figures show both “the con- 
tinuing strength of overall sav- 
ings and the willingness of 
savers to invest their money in 
longer-term investments”.' 

“It seems from the figures 
that many of those receiving 
windfall payments have been 
reinvesting in the building so- 
ciety sector in the hope of dou- 
bling their money. Whether 
they will be able to do so, very 
much remains to be seen.” 

- Kate Watson-Smyth 
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Channel 4, Sunday 2nd November at 7.57pm. 
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Chancellor ends 
years of indecision 
on the euro 


An end to the indecision over the 
official British attitude towards 
the European single currency was 
marked yesterday by Gordon 
Brown, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. Anthony Bevins, Political 
Editor, reports on a new and 
“clear national purpose”. 


The carefully sculpted and unambiguous 
resolution of the Government's stance on 
the single currency delighted the vast ma- 
jorin' of Labour MPs - and left the Con- 
servative benches even more divided by a 
new hardline opposition to the euro, de- 
livered by Peter Lille)', the shadow Chan- 
cellor. 

In three historic and well- honed para- 
graphs. Mr Brown told the House: “We be- 
lieve that, in principle. British membership 
of a successful single currency would be ben- 
eficial to Britain and to Europe: the bey fac- 
tor is w hether the economic bene Bis of 
joining for business and industry are clear 
and unambiguous. If they are, there is no 
constitutional bar to British membership 
of EMU. 

“Applying the economic tests, it is not 
in this country’s interest to join in the first 
wave of EMU starting on I January 1999 
and. barring some fundamental and un- 
foreseen change in economic circum- 
stances. making a decision, this Parliamenti 
to join is not realistic. 

“But in order to give ourselves a gen- 
uine choice in the future, it is essential that 
the Government and business prepare in- 
tensively during this ParliamenL so that 
Britain will be in a position to join a sin- 
gle currency, should we wish to, early in the 
nest ParliamenL" 

Mr Brown sa id: “On Europe, the time 
of indecision is over. The period for prac- 
tical preparation has begun. 

“Today wc begin to build a new con- 
sensus - modern and outward looking - for 
a country that throughout its history has 
looked outward to the world. 

“We are the first British government to 
declare for the principle of monetary 
union. The fust to slate that there is no over- 
riding constitutional bar to membership. 
The first to make clear and unambiguous 


economic benefit to the country the deci- 
sive test And the first to offer its strong 
and constructive support to our European 
partners to create more employment and 
more prosperity. 

“The policy I have outlined will bring 
stability to business, direction to our econ- 
omy, and long-term purpose to our coun- 
try.” 

Flanked by the Prime Minister, the 
deputy Prime Munster, John Prescott, the 
Foreign Secretary, Robin Cook, and the 
Home Secretary, Jack Straw, Mr Brown 
opened his statement, saying; “Since the end 
of the Second Wbrfd Vfer, Britain has faced 
no question more important and more con- 
tentious than that of our relationship with 
Europe. 

“Divisions within governments of both 
parties, and hence indecision, have made 
British policy towards Europe, over many 
years, inconsistent and unclear. 

“The economic consequences of these 
weaknesses have been a toss of international 
initiative and influence, recurrent instability 

and confirming questioning of our tong-term 

economic direction. 

“To break with this legacy and to es- 
tablish clear national purpose which has 
eluded ns for decades, economic leadership 
is essential and Britain must now make the 
difficult decisions on Europe, however 
bard. 

“The decision on a single currency is 
probably the most important this country 
is likely to face in our generation. Yet un- 
til now. there has been no detailed exam- 
ination by government of the practical 
economic issues of EMU. 

“There has been no proper preparation 
for a decision, because no previous gov- 
ernment could agree on whether they sup- 
ported it in principle, nor whether there was 
an overriding constitutional objection on 
grounds of sovereignty or not: nor whether, 
even if a single currency worked and 
worked well, the Government would wish 
to be part of it. 

“Forms of words like 'keeping the op- 
tion open'- while no preparations were ever 
made to render the option practicable - 
have similarly served as a pretext for post- 
poning the hard choices. 

“Now is the time to make these hard 
choices and set a long-term direction for 
our economic future in Europe.” 
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Man on a mission: Gordon Brown leaving the Treasury for the Commons yesterday Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


EU partners look for the positive 


“Sorrow more than anger” summed up 
the reaction in Brussels to the Govern- 
ment’s decision to rule out EMU mem- 
bership until after the nest election, EU 
officials said. 

Jacques Santer, the European Com- 
mission President, and Yves Thibault de 
Silguy, the commissioner in charge of 
monetary union, issued a carefully word- 
ed statement which made tittle effort to 
conceal the sense of regreL 

It also contained coded warnings to 
Britain: the first, that Britain risks los- 
ing out by joining later rather than soon- 
er; the second a strong hint that Britain 
would have to rejoin the ERM if it even- 
tually does decide to sign up. 

The commissioners noted Britain’s 
decision not to join in 1999 but did not 
officially comment on the decision to ef- 
fectively rule out membershipfor the life- 
time of this parliament 

They emphasised “the overall posi- 
tive UK attitude towards the euro and 
its determination to prepare intensive- 
ly for the introduction of the single cur- 


rency”. There was a strong welcome also 
for Mr Brown’s reassurance that Britain 
would not obstruct the launch of the euro 
during its EU presidency next year. 

' Mr Brown's statement clarified, for 
the first time, some believe, that the Blair 
Government's philosophy is pro-EMU 
and that the obstacles are practical 
rather than ideological It also appears 
to some in Europe, following the state- 
ment, that Labour is committed to gear- 
ing economic policy to convergence 
with members of the euro zone. 

That, however, does not outweigh the 
great sense of disappointment at the de- 
cision to specifically rule out member- 
ship during the lifetime of this 
parliament. Dismay is particularly acute 
among those member states who believe 
the euro rone's equilibrium and the new 
currency’s international credibility could 
hinge on the presence of sterling from 
the earliest opportunity. Some govern- 
ments are also deeply anxious to have a 
political counterweight to the inevitable 
German domination of the project. 
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And although the official reactions re- 
flected the desire to to seize on the pos- 
itive, the subtext was that Britain’s 
self-imposed exclusion from the core of 
economic and political derision-will be 
the price of remaining on the sidelines. 

Briiain will not have a say on the com- 
position of the all-powerfo] European 
Central Bank, which will run the feeler- 
alised monetary policy. Nor will it have 
any influence over much of future eco- 
nomic co-ordination. 

Lamberto Dini, the Italian foreign 
minister said last weekend that it would 
be a “clear disadvantage”not to have a 
place around the table of the “stability 
coundT where ministers from the euro 
zone will sit in “economic government”. 

On 17 November, the Franco-Ger- 
man axis will table details of how the 
council will operate. Britain is still raa- 
n&eovring behind the scenes to be giv- 
en observer status on the council, but 
senior sources in Bonn and Pans last 
night ruled this out 

— Katherine Butler, Brussels 
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flexibility: “To be successful monetary 
union needs both lasting convergence and 
an economy with the ability to adjust to 
change- This is because Emu involves an in- 
evitable loss of domestic control over mon- 
etary policy, and we cannot rule out some 
future (economic) shocks occurring ■■■ 

“In labour markets particularly, the UK. 
has not yet achieved sufficient flexibility to 
meet the challenges of Emu membership." 

Investment: “The favourable effects for 
investment in the UK can only be achieved . 
if the UK is sufficiently converged and pre- 
pared. Entering the single currency before 
we have achieved durable and sustainable 
convergence would discourage investment.” 

Financial services: “There are stilt some 
remaining preparatoiy issues to be re- 
solved in the final negotiations on the in- 
troduction of ibe single currency. Some of 
these could affect the balance ot advantage 
and disadvantage for the financial sector." 

Employment aQ d growth: “Benefits 
would accrue oaly if there were sufficient 
convergence and the UK economy were suf- 
ficiently flexible to make Britain’s joining - 
Emu a success. Otherwise, the resulting rur~7 
bulence could considerably damage them ” 
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Gordon the hardman 
takes no prisoners 


They were all there, the main play- 
ers. On the one side, the chiselled 
Chancellor, his Remembrance pop- 
py and his Ups a contrasting red 
against the black of his suit and bain 
the happy Prime Minister, pirie 
smile during friendly encounters all 
over the Chamber and in the press 
gallery; in that gallery. Naughty 
Charlie, the Chancellor’s spin doc- 
tor, with a “wotchacock” grin on his 
wide mouth, belying bis anxiety. 
And on the other ride: Wee 
Willy, tie rediscovered after his 
“■informal" period, Ffion for once 
nowhere in right; Big Ken, arms 
crossed on the backbenches, wait- 
ing to be unhappy no matter what 
anybody said; the shadow chance J- 
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lor Mr Lillcy (more insubstantial 
than any shadow, since shadows usu- 
ally have shape, even if no sub- 
stance), one of those men whose 
looks - like a character in A Dance 
To Tlte Music Of Tune - have gone 
from boyishness to decrepitude in 
one two-hour episode. 

Mr Brown’s first act in his Emu 
statement, was to drive his tanks 
firmly onto the high ground of his- 
tory, and fire his guns from there. 
“Since the end of the Second World 
War." he boomed, intimidatingly, 
“Britain has faced no question more 
important and more contentious 
than that of our relationship with 
Europe." 

Jaw stuck out as far as cartilage 
would allow, he looked around him 
belligerently to see who would care 
to argue with this. Press bottoms 
shifted uneasily on green seats. 
Had we, er, perhaps, just possibly, 
urn, not treated this subject with, 
erna, quite the seriousness it 
deserved? 

But that was our problem. Mr 
Brown - a busy man - had impor- 


tant things to do. even if we had no 
better way of amusing ourselves than 
to listen to pub gossip on single cur- 
rencies with engaging guys called 
Charlie. 

He had issues to deal with one 
by one. He had next questions to 
turn to. He had conclusions to ar- 
rive at. We liked single currencies 
in principle, but we wouldn't go in 
in 1999. Only unforeseen circum- 
stances would mean us going in in 
this parliament. But next parliament, 
if all went well, then - hell - let’s do 
it 

Periodically, the Chancellor’s 
statement was punctuated by an in- 
explicable, hoarse guffaw from the 
Tory benches - like those laughs that 
you used to hear at school assem- 
bly when 4W mysteriously decided 
to substitute the word •‘fan" for 
“God". 

For our part, we press folk felt 
ashamed. It was all so clear to us 
now. You might agree or disagree 
with the Chancellor’s position, but 
you couldn’t dispute its clarity, its 
transparent see-lhroughness, its ex- 
ceptional sharpness of definition. 
Not unless you were Peter Lillcy. 

If this was a historic occasion, as 
Mr Brown had averred, then it was 
one thaL Mr Lilley slumped to. For 
Mr Lilley seemed to think that His- 
tory is the day that a horse you’ve 
got a fiver on comes third in the 3 JO 
at Newmarket, or that memorable 
moment when the Metro got a flat 
on the Seveooaks bypass. Thus 
there was plenty of stuff about 
Charlie Whelan (now sitting in the 
gallery looking like Little Lord 
Fauntleroy accused of sodomy), 
and yarboo alliteration - “dither, 
dodge and denial”, but zip on where 
he and Vfee Willy stood on these is- 
sues. 

But perhaps the low point of an 
already low address came when Mr 
Lilley invited the Chancellor to 
“give us examples” of the unforeseen 
circumstances in which Mr Brown 
might countenance recommending 
entry into a single currency m this 
parliament. “They wouldn’t be un- 
foreseen if he could foresee them!" 
chortled the Labour benches. Ken 
looked unhappy. Naughty Charlie 
wore his naughtiest, biggest grin. 


opened up 
to women 


The Defence Secretary 
announced that the armed 
forces would be open to more 
women - but not on the 
frontline. And CoSn Brown, 

Chief Political Correspondent, 
says George Robertson has 
damped down Treasury 
expectations of big cuts in 
defence spending. 


Change was necessary in the armed 
forces, Mr Robertson said, and he an- 
nounced a “quantum change" in the 
role of women, but said they would 
not be allowed into combat roles. All 
jobs in the Regular Army will be 
opened to women, with the exception 
of the Infantry and the Household 
Cavalry and the Royal Armoured 
Corps, and a review is being carried 
out on the exceptions to evaluate the 
impact on combat effectiveness that 
women might have on frontline units. 

Government sources said the 
Ministry of Defence did not believe 
the public was ready for women to 
be on the frontline. 

From 1 April. 1998. women will 
be able to serve in all posts in the Roy- 
al Artillery, the Royal Engineers 
and the Royal Electrical and Me- 
chanical Engineers, as reported in lat- 
er editions of The Independent 
yesterday. 

The most senior rank currently 
held by a woman is that of Air Com- 
modore, and there are 15,184 women 
serving in all services, about 7 2 per 
cent of the total “The armed forces 
must represent the society they de- 
fend if they are not to become iso- 
lated from it," Mr Robertson told 
MPs at the start of a two-day Com- 
mons debate on defence. 

A Green Paper is to be published 
next month on defence diversification 
to switch defence skills and tech- 
nologies to other parts of industry. 

But the underlying message from 
the Secretary of State was of the need 
to plug the gaps in Britain's defences 
left by the last government. About 
£9bn bad been cut from the defence 
budget in nine years by the Tories and 
he made it clear that the workload 





Firing line: Women will gee more career opportunities in the armed 
forces, but frontline postings are to be reserved for men 


on the armed forces was causing un- 
acceptable “overstretch". 

He disclosed there had been a se- 
ries of spares shortfalls with Britain's 
force of Challenger 1 tanks and Tor- 
nado F3 aircraft. The armed forces 
could not transport some of its ma- 
jor battle-winning equipment by air. 
And defence medical services had se- 
rious personnel and equipment short- 
falls, he said. 

More than LDOO soldiers were sent 


back to Bosnia last year within six 
months of finishing a tour of duty in 
the country. Some had only three 
weeks in the UK between serving in 
the Falklands and moving to Bosnia. 

Sir George Young, the Tories' 
spokesman on defence, said the 
Government's review of defence had 
been exposed as a “sham” by the 
Treasury's imposition of a £168m 
“fine”, to switch spending to the De- 
partment of Health for the NHS. 


New curb on 
bogus asylum 


The Home Secretary, 
jack Straw, announced 
tighter controls on 
“bogus” asylum seekers. 
The moves, criticised by 
some as knee-jerk, were 
a response to the arrival 
of central Eurpean 
gypsies hi Dover. Legal 
Affairs Correspondent 
Michael Streeter examines 
the plans. 


The surprise new policy, which 
will come into effect immedi- 
ately and caused some confu- 
sion among experts yesterday, 
is aimed at what the ministers 
call asylum seekers with “abu- 
sive" Haims . Currently these 
claimants are allowed 28 days 
to make further appeals after 
their initial interview. This pe- 
riod will be cut to five working 
days. 

The intention is to cut the 
growing financial burden on lo- 
cal authorities, which bear the 
brunt of tbe costs in housing, 
feeding and educating the new 
arrivals. In Kent, where around 
800 gypsies from the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia have ar- 
rived in recent weeks, the coun- 
ty council estimates the extra 
costal £15xn. 

In London, where most asy- 
lum seekers are beaded, figures 
published yesterday show that 
the number being supported by 
councils has risen from 2JOO to 
20,000 in one year, at a cost of 
£2m a week. 

Mr Straw told MFS the Gov- 
ernment was acting “swiftly 
and firmly” to try to stem the 
flow of unfounded asylum seek- 
ers in Kent, but said the new 
procedure to tackle “abusive” 
cases would apply at all ports of 
entry. He blamed the current 
burden on local authorities on 


the Conservatives’ “chaotic" 
approach to asylum applica- 
tions. 

“They created the problem, 
we are attempting to provide a 
solution to it," said Mr Straw. 

A spokesman for Kent 
County Council whose leaders 
bad r«n« with Home Office 
minister Mike O’Brien last 
week to discuss the problems in 
Dover, welcomed rhe news. 
“This is one of the issues we 
raised and were pushing for." 

The exodus of so many gyp- 
sies was apparently inspired by 
a television documentary in the 
Grech Republic which suggest- 
ed Britain bad weak immigra- 
tion controls, and painting Kent 
as a “land of milk and honey". 

The reduction in waiting 
lime for so-called abusive cas- 
es should mean that they are re- 
turned much more quickly to 
their homeland. 

However, the use of the 
term “abusive" - apparently 
referring to economic refugees 
rather than political refugees - 
concerned some experts yes- 
terday. 

Nick Hardwick, chief exec- 
utive of the Refugee Council 
said it welcomed attempts to 
speed up the handling of cases, 
but that there were two key 
questions; whether there would 
be safeguards for those who 
needed more time to gather ev- 
idence, and how decisions 
would be made. “How will he 
decide whether a claim is abu- 
sive?" 

Jan Shaw, refugee officer 
of Amnesty International, said 
the announcement was “policy 
on the hoof" to make the Gov- 
ernment look tough. 

“It. penalises the genuine. 
Torture victims don’t tell their 
full story immediately on ar- 
rival.” 

Earlier Mr CTBrien had de- 
nied reports the Government 
was considering plans to scrap 
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your business proposal and calculating your 
finances. There’s also a software package for your PC 
which helps you work out forecasts and projections. 


Call for details 



or visit a branch 


Ailfares si 


For your free business start-up pack, complete in BLOCK CAPITALS and return the coupon to: 
Midland Bank pic, FREEPOST NYVW 1502, Manchester M45 9AZ. 

Mr/Ms/Mrs/MistfOther {please spedly) initials Surname 

House namefnuinber Street 


Daytime tel no fine. STD) Evening trinofmc STP) gttfi» 

Do you hold other Midland acco unts? □ Yes □ No (please tick). 

If so please fill in your sort code l4lQf ( 8 I f~ I I May we send you information about our products and services in future? □ Ves □ No (please tick). 
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Bishops force ministers to 
retreat on church schools 


Ministers last night 
climbed down over 
White Paper proposals 

affecting church schools 

in the face of a bishops’ 

revolt. Lucy Word, 

education correspondent, 

tells how the churches 
outfaced new Labour. 


The Government last night 
bowed to pressure from the An- 
glican- Roman Catholic and 
Methodist churches to redraft 
a crucial section of its Educa- 
tion Bill to ensure church 
schools retain their character. 

Four days after Anglican 
bishops threatened to disrupt 
the passage of the Bill in the 
House of Lords if changes were 
not made. David Blunkett, Sec- 
retary of Slate for Education, 


announced revisions to a pro- 
posed new framework to allow 
all church schools to fall with- 
in one category. 

In a further climbdown re- 
garded as critical by church 
leaders, ministers also agreed 
reverse plans to reduce the in- 
fluence of the church on aided 
school governing bodies. 

The concessions mean the 
Government has effectively 
averted a row with the church- 
es by permitting voiuatary-aid- 
ed and voluntary-controlled 
schools to retain their existing 
characteristics. Anglican bishops 
had warned that church schools 
risked losing their distinctive 
ethos under proposals con- 
tained in July's ‘‘Excellence in 
Schools" White Paper. 

Mr Blunkett said last night 
that the climbdown was evidence 
of "a new style of government 
where consultation matters”. 

Under the changes an- 


nounced yesterday, proposals to 
reduce the majority of founda- 
tion governors, appointed by 
trustees or church bodies, on the 
governing bodies of aided 
schools will be scrapped 
Churches had complained that 
this risked weakening the link 
with the church community. 

A further key change will see 
an alteration in the proposed 
new framework of schools. Un- 
der the original proposals, vol- 
untary-aided schools were 
expected to move into a new 
“aided” category, while volun- 
tary-controlled schools, mainly 
small primaries, were expected 
to join grant-maintained 
schools in a new foundation cat- 
egory. They will now join aid- 
ed schools in a broader 
“voluntary" school category. 

Church schools have also 
been reassured about their right 
to apply religious criteria in their 
admissions policy. 



On the move: an art installation by Julian Opie called ‘Imagine You’re Moving* , which was unveiled yesterday 
at Heathrow’s Terminal 1 Photograph: Peter Macdarmid 
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1997 Top Direct Lender Over Two Years' -What Mortgage Magazine. 


The Chancellor can’t 
lower your mortgage rate, 
but Direct Line can. 



• Now chit che Bonk of England sets interest rates the Chancellor can’t reduce votir monthly mortgage 
repayments. But Direct Line can. 

• As the table shows our variable race mortgage could save you almost £50* per month. 

• No legal fees if you transfer your mortgage without moving houset 

• We refund your valuation costs. 

• No early redemption, arrangement or mortgage indemnity fees. 

• You can borrow up to 90% of the value ot your home. 

• We guarantee to save you 20%^ on your existing 
buildings insurance. 

• Done let interest rate rises get che better of you. For a cheaper 
mortgage call Direct Line. 



0181 649 9099 


LONDON 


0161 831 9099 


MANCHESTER 


( BHgECf 8 . 8 MS) 

0141 221 9099 


GLASGOW 


CALL ANYTIME 8am to 8pm Monday to Friday and 9am to 5pm Saturday. 

www.directiine.co.uk Plfi8S6 (|UOt8 ref.lNDt54 
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Call for video cameras in all hospitals 


AO major hospitals need a sys- 
tem of hidden video cameras to 
help detect child abuse by par- 
ents determined to deceive the 
experts, it was claimed yesterday. 

A secret video operation in 
two hospitals which exposed 
parents carrying out sadistic 
acts on their children was re- 
vealed yesterday. A team led by 
Frofessoi* David Southall at the 
Royal Brampton Hospital, Lon- 
don, and the North Stafford- 
shire Hospital in Stoko-on-7rem 
found cases of abuse they re- 
garded as completely different 
from the classic stereotype of 


poor, struggling parents hit- 
ting out at their children in 
anger or frustration. 

Video evidence in 39 cases 
over eight years revealed a 
small band of adults from all so- 
cial classes canying out what the 
authors desaibed as sadistic and 
premeditated attacks on their 
children. Tbe disturbing acts of 
violence will be published in 
Paediatrics, a child health jour- 
nal, next week. 

They included a father flick- 
ing the eyelids of his six-week- 
old baby, digging his nails into 
his palms and telling the boy that 


when he was older he would 
whip and beat him. amputate hfc 
limbs and remove his fingernails. 
One mother broke her baby s 
arm and 30 out of the group 
tried to suffocate their child- 

But Professor Southall, a 
consultant paediatrician, and 
colleague Dr Martin Samuels, 
warned that jhe cases they doc- 
ument could be “the tip of tbe 
iceberg". Video surveillance, 
they said, was an “important 
tool” in detecting abuse. 

The use of hidden cameras 
was criticised by some families 
when the surveillance became 


public. But Dr Keith Premise, the 
North Staffordshire Hospital s 
medical director, claimed yesr 
tenlay that the results vindicated 
their use. All but one of the chil- 
dren investigated were placed 
in care and 33 parents were 
prosecuted. He said: “I think 
(surveillance] should be avail- 
able m most major centres. 

A Department of Health 
spokesman said there would be 
no government policy intiv - 
duce cameras. It was up to the 
ta&pitals. but was a measure that 
could be used in special cases. 

— Louise Jury 


Anti-English leaflets condemned by Scots as rubbish 


The call “Burn English holiday 
homes” on hundreds of leaflets 
found by tbe roadside in 
Perthshire has raised the spec- 
tre of a re-run in Scotland of the 
arson attacks on second homes 
that hit Wales twenty years ago. 

Though the local Scottish 
National Party MP dismissed 
any suggestion of tension in the 
area, the incident comes as 
anti-English hostility is again an 


issue in Scotland. Special 
branch officers are investigating 
the find but are not optimistic 
about tracing the group or in- 
dividual involved 

The four-word command, 
printed in red, is all that is writ- 
ten on the 300 leaflets. They ap- 
peared to have been dumped in 
a bundle by the A9- the main 
main route to the Highlands. 

The SNP condemned the 


racist message. John Swinney, 
MP for North Tayside, in whose 
constituency the leaflets were 
found, said all Scots would con- 
demn such “rubbish". On the 
southern edge of the High- 
lands. the area has many second 
homes, but Mr Swinney said 
there was no tension. 

During the 1995 Perth and 
Kinross by-election, the SNP 
gained a court injunction ban- 


ning the distribution of anti- 
Engtish leaflets by the extrem- 
ist group Scottish Watch. More 
recently, three youths were con- 
victed in Stirling of assaulting 
an English schoolboy because 
of his accent And only Iasi w eek 
a Scottish historian. James 
Hunter, warned thai hatred of 
English residents could degen- 
erate into ethnic violence. 

- Stephen Goodwin 


DAILY POEM 

Love's Mourner 

By Augusta Webster 

71s men who say that through ail hurt and pain 
The woman i love, wife’s, mother's, still will hold 
And breathes die sweeter and will more unfold 
For winds that tear it, and the sorrowful rain. 

So in a thousand ixrices has the strain 
Of this dear patient madness been retold. 

That men call woman's love. Ah! they are bold, 

Naming for love that grief which does remain. 

Love faints that looks on baseness face to face: 

Love pardons all ; but by the pardonings dies, 

With a fresh wound of each pierced through the breasL 
And there stand pityingly in Low’s void place 
Kindness of household nvnt familiar-wise. 

.4nd faith to Love - faith to our dead at rest. 

This week's poems come from the new, 800-page Avjguih Book 
of Victorian V'erse, selected and ediLed by Daniel Karlin (Allen 
Lane /The Penguin Press, £25). Augusta Webster was a femi- 
nist. suffragist and member of the London School Board; 
“Love's Mourner" comes from her sonnet sequence Mother 
and Daughter, posthumously published in 1895. 


Freedom who woman who 
gave ecstasy as birthday gift 


A woman whose best friend 
nearly died after she gave her 
an ecstasy tablet on her 21 st 
birthday was freed from jail yes- 
terday when tbe Court of Ap- 
peal cut her sentence. 

Joanna Mapleihorpe, of 
Gaicrham, Surrey, had her 
nine-month prison term re- 
duced to four months by two 
judges in London. 

The 22-year-old sales rep- 
resentative, described as being 
of previous “exemplary" char- 
acter and from a respectable 
background, had already served 
the shortened term following 
her sentencing at Guildford 
Crown Court on 15 August. 

Announcing yesterday s de- 
cision, Lord Justice Evans said 
it was right when dealing with 
such cases to concentrate on the 


particular circumstances and 
personal mitigation involved in 
each. 

“She (Maple thorpe] was of 
good character. Not only did she 
plead guilty, she made un- 
prompted admissions when the 
news of her friend's illness 
came to her that she was the 
person who had supplied the 
drug. The consequences for 
her have been devastating,” 

He said the court had been 
left in no doubt that she had 
learnt her lesson and that she 
would “never have contact with 
drugs again”. 

But he warned: “We cannot 
think that there will be any oth- 
er than the most exceptional cir- 
cumstances where a custodial 
sentence for the supply of ec- 
stasy should not be imposed” 
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With these six incredible offers on Pentium® II processor based 
systems the only decision you ll have .o make is which one to buy. 
But whar else would you expea from the world's largest dtreef 
PC manufacturer*? And the next derision is whether to pick up the 
phone or visit our website to place your order. 
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Butcher cleared of E.coli allegations 



The butcher at the 

centre of aJlegattons 

over E-coll 0157 

poisoning was cleared 
yesterday when a 
Scottish sheriff declared 

there was no case to 
answer that John Barr 
had “culpably and 
recklessly supplied 
cooked meats*'. Charles 
Arthur, Science Editor, 

explains why. _ 

His family on the public bench- 
es cheered and got up to hug 
him, but John Barr, the Scot- 
tish butcher whose shop was 
linked to a major E.coli food 
poisoning outbreak, said noth- 
ing; not then and not later. 
"A trial at Hamilton Sheriff 


Court Lanarkshire, was halt- 
ed after just six days when the 
Sheriff agreed to a submission 
from Mr Barr's solicitor who 
said that there was no case to 
answer to the Crown's accu- 
sations against Mr Barr of 
“culpably, wilfully and reck- 
lessly supplying cooked meats” 
the day after environmental 
health officers told him,not to. 
Mr Bair, 52, of Overtown, was 
declared not guilty. 

The Sheriff told Mr Barr 
that, under the terms of the 

O frrrinal Procedures Sco tl a nd 

Act, there was no case to an- 
swer because there was no 
second strand of evidence to 
corroborate the Crown's case. 

As Mr Barr left the dock he 
looked visibly moved, and 
walked straight to members of 
his family. 

The trial had heard evi- 
dence from witnesses who fell 
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Wishaw, 1 change 'die meat But by this 

The the drop the party had taken (dace, 

head dnffireak - The court afeo he&rd evi- 

contzblteaidkhjentiftatmeatal- deuce ft&ihr Mr Moon’s niece, 
legedly from^&rBair’^ shop in By Mhi^adane, 50, who had 
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Mr Bair had tried to comactr. anedovetfthe food scare before 
the customer had bought ' was told there was ; 

the meat for the party oil the bo prold^ij^tteme^ and 
day it was due to take place, 23 to “hawea great partjT- 
November last year, the court Pforessti pogh Pennington, 
heard; he asked customer who investigated the ELcatt 
David Moon, 66, who had- 0157 outbreak in Scotland,- 
picked up £40 worth of cooked k said this case highlighted the- 
meat from his shop, to get in difficulty in .controlling the 


touch with him “right away”. 

But Mr Moon was not at 
home, and the messages were 
left on his answering machine. 
When Mr Moon returned 


bacterium. “The bog itself is so 
devious and malignant that it 
ran get through the best safe- 
ty systems,” he said on BBC 
Radio 5 Uve. 


n . Storey, 32, ^P^STlater that Fr Gray ^ 

jaiied houangesWe-^^^^gvjd Sheppard- 

of his generation for 
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Not griltm fotn. Barr on his way w. — money on drugs. _ Jonattan fcaer 
Court, Lanarkshire, yesterday Photograp 
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Starting up a small business? 


It's not just 


NatWest 


Jim Swire, who lost ns TT . he offer , but said it was 
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Cherie Blair visits Dunblane 



business customers who say we 

understand 

the needs of small 

businesses. 


Oierie Blau yesterday launched 

the new premises of the Dun- 
blane Eds’ Club in the grounds 
of the village primary school, 
where 16 children and their 
teacher were murdered last 
year by Thomas Hamilton. 

Mis Blair, vice president of 
the National Kids’ Qub Net- 
work, opened the new brick and 
timber building made posable 
by a £195,000. grant irom the 
National Lottery Charity Board 

The club provides pre- and 


after-school care. Al the mo- 
ment. 68 children use the facil- 
ity for painting, computer 
games and outdoor events. 

Dr Kim Jauncey, chairman 
of the dub, said: “The kids re- 
ally love iL One of the main 
things is that there is a great 
sense of security.” 

The dub formerly operated 
from an oldbuflding. However, 
DrJauncey said yesterday that 
two years ago it was decided a 
new building was needed 


Straw targets Commuters get 
gun culture yellow card 


A special guns amnesty was 
launched in Brixton, south Lon- 
don, yesterday as Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary, appealed 
for an end to the “cancer of 
forearm-related crime. 

The initiative will run during 
November and follows -a series 
of shootings in the borough of 
Lambeth, that resulted in three 
deaths. Under the scheme, peo- 
ple will be able to hand in guns 
or give information without 
fear of prosecution. It was de- 
vised in consultation with local 
residents to tackle gun culture. 
If it proves successful it could 
be extended to other areas. 


Two dozen commuters were 
handed football-style red or 
yellow cards as they arrived at 
East Croydon station yesterday. 

Their offence was to have 
opened the door before the 
train had come to a halt. The 
cards were handed as the start 
of a week-long campaign by 
Cbnnex Sooth Central 

Staff distr ibu ted yellow cards 
for passengers who opened the 
door before the tram stopped, and 

red for letting it swing open. 
Cards said: “Opening the train 
door before the train has come to 
a standstill is extremely danger- 
ous.- Please do not do it again.” 


Green Flag 


When it comes to starting up a small 
business, NatWest is the people's choice. 

And here’s just a few of the reasons why. 
Free Business Start-Up Guide. 

Free Banking for up to 18 months.' 

Free help and guidance from a NatWest 
Small Business Adviser. 

Free Businessline - o 24 hour, telephone 

banking service. 


BANK THAT UNDERSTANDS THE 
NEEDS OF NEW BUSINESSES. 


NATWEST 

BARCLAYS 

LLOYDS 

MIDLAND 


And if you open a Small Business Account 
before December 31st 1997, there's even more. 

Free 'Year 2000 Computer Problem' Guide. 

25% Discount on registering the name of 
your new business.' 

10% Discount on Business Insurance.' 

For more information, talk to the Small 
Business Adviser in your high street branch or 
coll 0800 777 888 today. 


Motoring Assistance 




IF WE DON'T REACH 


YOU WITHIN AN 


HOUR, WE'LL GIVE 


o 

in 

o 


A NatWest 

More than just a bank 
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When your car lets you down, Green 
Flag won’t. On average, we rescue 
our members in just 35 minutest 
| And if we're not with you in less than 

I one hour, you can claim £10 back. 


http://www.greenflag.co.uk 
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Roller for sale. May appeal to German buyer 


k0c *erbi 




t4?C5 
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The worlds motor 
companies began 
jockeying for poll 
position yesterday in a 
race to buy Rolls-Royce, 
after its owner, Vickers, 
announced it was ready 
to sell. 

Steve Boggan examines 
the sale and asks 
whether the world still 
needs a car regarded by 
some as unfashionable 
and ostentatious. 


In 1990, before house prices 
slumped and while City gam- 
blers were stiil making big mon- 
ey, Rolls-Royce reported sales 
of 3,333 cans, the biggest num- 
ber since it was founded in 1 904. 

During the Gist nine months 
of this year, sales were down to 
only 1396 vehicles. Despite 
Ity the drop, however, BMW, Fer- 
rari and Mercedes were all re- 
ported to be among the likely 
bidders when Sir Colin Chan- 
dler, the chairman of Vickers, 
announced yesterday that Rolls- 
Royce was to be sold off for an 
. estimated £400m. 

The reason is simple: al- 
* ’ though sales are nowhere near 
1990 levels, they are up by 9 per 
, . ' cent on last year, and the com- 

pany’s fortunes have been 
turned around since it was 
' 1 ‘ 1 bought by Vickens for £38m in 
1980. Add to that the hun- 
dreds of millions of pounds in- 
vested in new plant, and' the 
development of a “new gener- 
T ft, ation" of Rolls-Royces, and 

* J v w RV. you have a potent combination 
over which other motor manu- 
facturers are drooling. 

The decision to sell appears 
to have been sparked by the re- 
alisation that Vickers simply 
could not afford the rolling 
levels of investment required to 
• continue to develop new mod- 
. els. In 1994, that amounted to 
£30m, in 1995 it was £20m. and 
‘ in 1996 £25m. 

The company, whose core 
business is in defence systems, 
said yesterday that the cost 
of development would be less 
burdensome for a firm that 
specialised in motor manufac- 
turing, something with which 
the specialist motoring manu- 

, j. “ ... facturers appear to agree. 

* - -• “We see this as the optimum 

time to maximise the value for 


our shareholders and the opii- 
muia time for a purchaser to 
take over," a Vickers spokes- 
woman said yesterday. “There 
are new models in the pipeline, 
we have invested in sew plant 
and testing facilities and sales 
arc increasing. 

“If we sell now, we can use 
the proceeds to invest in our 
core businesses and we can 
leave Rolls-Royce with an as- 
sured future." 

When the sale of the Crewe- 
based company - which also 
makes Bentleys - goes ahead, 
all the major British car man- 
ufacturers wQl be owned by for- 
eign companies. Rover is owned 
by BMW, which yesterday ap- 
peared to be emerging as the 
front-runner to buy Rolls, Viux- 
haU by General Motors, and 
Jaguar and Asion Martin by 
Bard, which last night said it had 
“no interest" in a bid for Rolls, 
despite early speculation. 

Rolls-Royce has long repre- 
sented a British obsession with 
perfection and luxury. The cars 
were first manufactured in 1904 
when Charles Rolls, a million- 
aire's son fascinated by the new 
horseless carriages, asked Hen- 
xy Royce, a Manchester engineer, 
to go into business with him. 

Back then, a Rolls-Royce 
would have cost you £395. T b- 
day, a bottom-of-the-range Sil- 
ver Dawn would set you back 
£123,000. That would include 
the finest Scandinavian leather 
seats, an air conditioning system 
costing as much as an entire 
Metro, a dashboard band-built 
from Italian walnut and body- 
work painted and polished over 
and over again. A top-of-the- 
range Bentley Continental T 
would cost £233,000. 

Despite a feeling in many cir- 
cles, however, that the osten- 
tatiousness represented by RoDs 
Royce cars has become 
anachronistic, even “naff", the 
company rejects such senti- 
ments out of hand. 

“Anyone who can afford a 
Rolls-Royce or Bendey is a very 
discerning person with a high net 
worth,” said spokesman Robin 
PeeL “We are in the world’s top 
five best-known brands and we 
are a byword for quality and pre- 
cision engineering. Rolls-Royces 
are still treated with a kind of 
reverence, spiritual respect and 
pride.” 

But it is not only wealthy 
people who can afford a Rolls- 
Royce. Because of the incred- 



ible depreciation - and high run- 
ning costs - of the vehicles, they 
can be bought relatively cheap- 
ly as used cars. 

Chris Sheffield, 36, a Leices- 
ter businessman, bought a 1982 
Silver Spirit for £15,000 two 
years ago. “When I was 17 and 
still an apprentice, I promised 
myself 1 would buy one,” he 
said. “They are incredible to dri- 
ve ^ - quiet, smooth and fast. Fteo- 
ple look at you and that's quite 
a laugh, but the main enjoyment 
is the driving,” 

And in spite of guzzling a 
gallon every six miles around 
town, maintenance is low be- 
cause the cars are so well made 

“Mine has probably depre- 
ciated all it’s going to now. So 
I have a car that is worth the 
same as it was two years ago. Not 
many people can say that. What 
can you get for £15,000 -a new 
Mondeo or an old Rolls-Royce. 
I know which I’d choose." 

Future for VickersI Page 25 


BORN IN BRITAIN &. OWNED ABROAD 


No longer ruling the waves 
Sealfnk, the ferry company, was 
taken over by Swedish line 
Stena in 1990; Cunard, the lux- 
ury cruise line which owns the 
QE2, was sold to Swedish com- 
pany Kvaemer in 1996. 

Foods in foreign hands 
Dalgety, the British food com- 
pany, sold Pot Noodle to US- 
giant CPC in 1995. CPC already 
owned Marmite, Bovril and 
Heilman's Mayonnaise 


Lea &. Perrins, makers of HP 
Sauce and Worcester Sauce, 
was bought by French con- 
glomerate BSN In 1988. 

Property 

Harrods was sold to Egyptian 
Mohammed Al-Fayed in 1985. 

Old British money, new 
foreign returns 
In 19%, Barings was sold off to 
dutch bank IMG after its col- 
lapse, and Kieinwort Benson 


and Morgan Grenfell were both 
bought by German banks, Dnes- 
dner and Deutsche. 

Leisure 

Raleigh, the British bicycle man- 
ufacturer, was bought by US 
conglomerate Derby Interna- 
tional in 1987. Spears, maker of 
Scrabble, was bought out by 
Mattel of the US In 1994. 
Wkddington sold the rights to 
Monopoly and Cluedo to US 
games company Hasbro in 19%. 
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Roller With tta Noel 
Gallagher of the rock 
group Oasis with the 
Rolls-Royce given to him 
as a present by Creation 
Records boss Alan McGee 
after the band 'is second 
album went platinum 
Photograph: LFl 



Our new printer can fit 16 drops of 
ink onto the dot above. 



Our new generation HP DeskJet 890C printer uses an 
ink cartridge so advanced it can fire a drop of ink that 
is just 10 picobfcres Cl 0/1,000, 000, 000, 000 of a litre) in 
size That’s smaller than any oilier personal printer. 
As a result, it can place up to 16 drops of ink onto 
each individual dot of an image. Which means it 
can produce 30 times more colours per dot than a 
conventional inkjet printer. 

So you get exactly the colour you want with 
smoother gradations between tones and less 
graininess, and all without having to increase dpi 


(and therefore printing time). We call this technology 
FhotoREt 17. And one of its biggest advantages 
is photo quality output on the ordinary paper that 
you use most often. So, if you need to produce the 
best possible colour print outs, 
fit one of our printers 
into your office. 

For more 
information visit: 
tmmo.hp.corn/go/drops 
or call 0990 474747. 



HP PRINTERS. PAPER THAT WORKS FOR YOU. 
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Israel shudders as Iran prepares to go ballistic 


Israel says that, within (8 months, 
Iran will have a missile capable of 

hitting Tel Aviv. 

The weapon has been 
developed with aid from Russia, 
bli t Patrick Cackbum in Jerusalem has 
discovered that Israel's campaign 
to get President Sill Clinton to 
force Moscow to stop helping Iran 
is running into trouble. 


The Israeli official painted a frightening pio 
L ure. Within 18 months Iran will be able 
lo fire a missile with a 700kg warhead at 
anv target in Israel Its missile programme 
- ji has four other missiles under devel- 
opment - is moving so fast because it is re- 
ceiving unprecedented technical aid from 
Russia aimed at turning Iran into a regional 
superpower. 

Israel is waging a fierce political cam- 
paign in V-hshingtoru focused on President 
Bill Clinton. Congress, intelligence agen- 
cies and the press, to compel Boris Yeltsin, 
the Russian President, to stop his techni- 
cal assistance to Iran. The White House sent 
warnings to Israel (his month urging it not 
to lobby Congress to cut funds to Russia. 

In the post two days, Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu. the Israeli Prime Minister, has 
been trying to persuade Yevgeni Primakov, 
the Russian Foreign Minister, who is on a 
visit to Israel, to stop Moscow helping to 
build Iranian missiles, lb add to the sense 
of urgency. Israel is saying that within six 
or eight months Iran will be able to pro- 
ceed even without Russian support. 

Israel is not optimistic about getting any- 
u here. The willingness of Russia to support 
the development of the Shthab 3 missile in 
the face of American and Israeli pressure 
is a critical test for Moscow m the Middle 
Bast, where its influence has faded since 
the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. 

"Russia has taken a strategic decision,” 
said a senior Israeli official who insisted on 
anonymity. "This will change the situation 
in the Middle East overnight. It will turn 
Iran into a regional superpower.” 

It is not so much that Israel thinks Iran 
will attack it, but that the development of 
a long-range missile by the Iranians would 
erode Israel's military superiority in the 
Middle East based on its monopoly of 
weapons of mass destruction and the 
means to deliver them. During the Iran-fraq 
war and for some years afterwards Israel 
itself supplied arms to Iran. 

The row over Iran’s missiles and Israel’s 
attempt to stop them has also ignited a big- 
ger controversy in Washington over bcw to 



handle Iran since the election earlier this 
year of President Mohammed Khatami, a 
supposedly moderate leader. 

Iran tried to develop the Shibab 3 with 
North Korea in the earl y Nineties. This was 
tested, not very successfully, in 1993, but 
fell victim to a tacit US-North Korea 
agreement. Tehran turned to Russia, which 
was eager to help; Moscow believed it would 
gain a strategic ally, while the US would 
be reluctant to impose sanctions. 

So far, Russia’s calculations have been 
correct. On his visit to Israel, Mr Primakov 
simply denied Russia was helping Iran de- 
velop ballistic missiles and asked for the 


source of the information. Israel saw this 
as a “fishing” expedition to discover the 
source of its intelligence. Israel argues that 
only the Russian leadership could have au- 
thorised the involvement of institutions such 
as the Pblyns Research Institute in Moscow 
and the Kuznetzov company in Samara in 
braiding the engine and guidance systems 
for the Shibab 3. It adds that Russia is also 
helping Iran develop the Shihab 4, a 
2,000km-range missile with a one-tonne 
warhead, based on the Russian SS-4. 

Washington is in a quandary over 
whether to court or confront Iran. For the 
moment, it is doing both. Last month, de- 


tails of the Israeli intelligence report were 
leaked to the right-wing Washington Tones , 
presumably by an American or an Israeli 
looking for a confrontation. But. a little lat- 
er, the State Department made a concil- 
ia cory gesture to Ifehran when it listed for 
the first time the Mojahedin-e-Khalq, the 
guerrilla movement opposed to the Iran- 
ian government, as “terrorists”. 

The American policy of “dual contain- 
ment” of Iraq and Iran, which has. lasted 
for five years, is looking more and more 
ragged. Washington this month deferred, 
sanctions against the French oil company 
Total, which signed a $2bn (£126bn) con- 


tract with Iran to develop a natural-gas field 
In the latest sign of a rift within the US 
administration on bow to handle Iran, 
Robert Pelletreau, the recently retired 
Assistant Secretary of State for the Near 
East, told a conference in Qatar last Sat- 
urday that the US should seek dialogue with 
Iran. This, he said, would have “at least as 
much chance as the present policy of se- 
curing the change in Iranian policies that 
the United States seeks to achieve”. 

• . On the other hand, Mr Pelletreau’s suc- 
cessor at tiu^Sfette Department is Martin 
IiKlyk,ftKTn&-t^ambassador to Israel who 
. invented “dual containment” . 
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two other Iranian missile programmes, 
one of which is intercontinental, and 
could hit the east coast of the United 
States. None of these programmes has 

1988, jraq and Iran fired missite 
at each other’s capitals. Iraq is believed 
to have used 189 missiles and Iran about 

^ During the Gulf War, Iraq fired 39 
Scud missiles at Tel Aviv with some ac- 
curacy. their aiming point being the 
Ministry of Defence. They were fired 
from Iraq’s western desert. 

The US air force diverted significant 
air resources to trying to destroy the 
Scud launchers in 199 1 and claimed to 
have destroyed 90 of them. Post-war in- 
telligence analysis by the CIA revealed 
that the real figure was nil. 

Patriot anti-missile batteries pro- 
vided by the US to Israel were also 
largely unsuccessful in hitting the 
Scuds. 

Israel was jolted by the success of 
Iraq in 1991 in hitting Tel Aviv and the 
inability of Israel and the US to slop 
even old-fashioned missiles. It has 
therefore taken very seriously the im- 
port of Scud missiles to Syria and the 
development of longer- range missiles 
by Iran. 

— Patrick Cackbum 
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and cover all 
your children for 
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Unlike some other health plaits, 
with Primec&re yon pay the same 
premium however many children 
you have. 

In addition Primecare gives you 
and your family comprehensive 
cower, with no financial limits on 
surgeons’ and a^aesibetisis , fees. 
Which could be very important to 
you one day. And to your children. 

Prime Health 


A member of the Standard Life Group 
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The CCDPERATIVE BANK 


Unhappy 


with your bank? 




Cash from over 
14,000 Link machines. 


Getting your money is simple. Your Co-operative Bank Visa 
Delta debit card can be used to withdraw up to £250 a day 
from over J 4,000 Link cash machines up and down die country. 
It also guarantees cheques up to £100. 


HS 

Personal help ~] 

SB — 

to open your account. 


vJ • . *.• M*f\. ^ M. ,. 



Guaranteed service 
- or we pay you £ 10 . 


We’H make opening your account as simple and painless 
possible. A dedicated team will sort everything out with yo 
forms, standing orders, direct debits, even arranging for yt 
salary to be transferred. 


Here’s a guarantee no other bank makes. We will open your 
account without error We will set up standing orders and direct 
debits without mistakes. We will issue cheque books and cards 
on time, and make agreed loans available within one hour. 
We will not make financial errors on your statements. If we 
ever fail to live up to any of there promises, we'll put the problem 
straight, say sorry, and credit your account with £10. OK? 


24-hour telephone banking. 


Wfe're one of the UK’s most experienced telephone banks, 
taking 10 million calls a year. Call us any rime of day or night, 
from your home, office, even car. Whether you are paying Nils, 
setring up standing orders or just asking about your balance, 
you'll find there is no easier way to bank. 



A bank with principles. 



The Co-operative Bank promises never to invest your mono 
in countries with oppressive regimes, or in companies tha 
needlessly pollute, or test tosmetJc product, on animals. its al 
part of our policy to strive for a better service for you and 
better world for all of us. Isn’t that something you want to b 
part of? Then call us free today. 


Apply now. 
r Cy Freefone 
0800 73 18 703 

Please quote reference: (0304 


Please use block capitals. 
Name; 



^“^, C0 ^ r !! re Ba " k ^ FRKP ° ST MR 8192 - Manchester. Ml 9A Z 

ww w.eo-operativebank.co,uk 


Address; 
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Water firms 
facing fines 
over leaks 


Water companies will 
today be told they must 
reduce leakage or lace 
penalties. The privatised 
companies have faced 
criticism in the past for 
paying out high dividends 
while leakage is high. 
Qenda Cooper , Consumer 
Affairs Correspondent, 
explains. 


Water companies will today be 
given tough targets to curb 
leakage of millions of gallons a 
year or face action by the in- 
dustry's watchdog. 

The privatised companies 
are under pressure from the 
Government and consumers to 
cut back water losses. 

In the past, the companies 
have set their own targets, but 
Ofwat is to icii them they will 
have to cut water losses by 10 - 
20 per cent in the next year by 
updating the pipe network and 
improving detection and re- 
pair. 

"This is a big challenge and 
these new targets will be far 
tougher than the previous tar- 
gets,’' said one source. Last 
year the targets set by the com- 
panies were 5 per cenL 

If a company fails to meet 
the Ofwat target it wfll face de- 
mands for an explanation from 
the regulator. An insufficient ex- 
planation could then lead to 
more serious action, such as an 
undertaking -a legal form of re- 
sponsibility, of the sort used if 
standards of drinking water are 
breached. 

A company breaching an 
undertaking could be taken to 
the High Court and fined, cost- 
ing it millions of pounds. 

Today Ofwat will also pub- 
lish details of individual com- 
panies’ leakage levels for 1996-7 
as well as the targets set for each 


of the IQ privatised firms and 
the 18 smaller water supply 
companies which have always 
been in private ownership. 

Between April 1995 and 
March 1996 - the year of the 
record drought - the industry 
was leaking 4,979 million litres 
per day. The following year 
the figure was 4,502 million 
litres a day - which was 9.6 per 
cent less, with the majority of 
the reduction coining from the 
ten big, privatised water and 
sewerage companies. 

Thames Water is still losing 
more than 1,000 million litres 
a day and North West Water, 
which has reduced its leakage 
from 789 milli on litres in 1995- 
6 to 666 million litres a day in 
1996-7, will also be watching 
carefully. 

Yorkshire %ter, which bad 
price curbs imposed on it fol- 
lowing its handling of the 
drought, has come down from 
485 million litres a day to 420 
litres a day and Severn Trent 
has reduced leakage from 632 
million litres a day to 479 mil- 
lion. 

in June this year, lan Byatt, 
the director general of Ofwat, 
criticised the companies when 
five of them handed out divi- 
dends of 10 per cent upwards, 
in most cases outstripping in- 
creases in underlying pre-tax 
profits. 

The following month the 
watchdog ordered cuts in 
household bills and accused 
the companies of overcharging, 
damaging the environment and 
falling down on the job. It at- 
tacked the 29 privatised water 
companies for paying out huge 
dividends to shareholders at the 
expense of customers while 
faffing to plug leaks. 

The Witer Services Associ- 
ation representing the ten big 
privatised firms said yester- 
day they would not comment 
until Ofwat’s report was pub- 
lished. 



Rail tunnel plan to 
get freight off road 


Setting freight off the 
roads and onto the 
railways is a key plank of 
Che Government's 
transport strategy. 
tondeep Romesh, Transport 
Correspondent, 
examines Halftrack's . 
dunces of fulfilling the 
Government's intentions 
jy reopening lines under 
che Pennines. 


U track, the owner of the na- 
n’s track and signalling, is 
isklering expanding the busy 
l network in the North-east 
jxder to draw freight from the 
{ion's roads. 

Under consideration are 
ir separate schemes - all 
iting 1 milli ons of pounds — 
bring jLeeds and Manchester, 
ese two cities are considered 
{gateways to traffic from the 
r£s which cany containers 
tn Ireland to the Continent. 
However, the motorway that 
k$ die two cities, the M62, is 
beatify used that it is con- 
it ed i for most of the day. 
ire than 110 . 000 vehicles use 
: motorway 'every day - of 
ich, according to the Gov- 
unent, at least 27 ,000 are 
ivy goods vehicles. 

Rail fr ei ght companies have 
a used the argument that as 


likely to get a green light is the 
“Diggle” route - which tra- 
verses the central Pennines and 
takes in Staleybridge and Hud- 
dersfield. The problem with 
this route is a set of Victorian 
tunnels at Standege. At present 
there are three tunnels which 
can take trains. One is already 
foil - taking travellers on the 
Trans Pennine Express. 

The other two were closed 
down in 1966, and the railway 
tracks removed five years later. 
Laying six miles of track and 
putting in < rign.ilHng . experts say, 
would cost at least £ 10 m. 

But the “Diggle” route runs 
dose to Whfcefield Europort - 
used as a drop off and collec- 
tion point by container traffic 
crossing to the Continent. This 
would also provide an ideal fink 
to the Humber ports. 

Other options include the 
Hope Valley run - which takes 
in most of the southern Pen- 
nines. The main problem with 
this route is it needs to use 
Sheffield station - which is air 
2r 


trains. 


ered travelling times, more lor- 
ry operators would switch to 
traffic to the trades. 

Of the four options consid- 
ered by Raflrrack, the most 


the move. A spokesman for the 
FrcightjTlansport Associa ti on, 
which represents 90 per cent of 
the rail freight market, said: “It 

is a growing market which would 

benefit from these schemes.” 

However, some sceptics 
warned that taking lorries off 
the road would not significant- 
ly alter traffic levels. “On the 

M62 you are talking about a few 

per cent of the total traffic 
moving to the railways,” said 
one rail manager who did not 
wish to be named 
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Last refuge for wintering 


is saved 



Wildlife haven: The Mid Yare reserve, granted special protection by English Nature 


Photograph: Chris Gomersall/RSPB Images 


A marshland that is home to England’s 
only regular wintering flock of bean 
geese, as well as many rare insects and 
animals, was yesterday given special pro- 
tection status by Fi nish Nature. 

The Mid Yare reserve, five miles east 

of Norwich, is a haven for the beautiful 
swallowtail butterfly, the Norfolk hawk- 
er dragonfly and the otter. The 800- 
hectare site straddles both sides of. the 
River Yare near Strumpshaw, Rockland, 
Buckenham and Cantley. 

Managed by the Royal Society for the 
Protection of Birds, the reserve’s out- 
standing wild flower meadows, reedbeds, 
grazing marshes, fens and woodlands are 
vital habitats for breeding birds, includ- 
ing the marsh hairier, k ingfish er, bam owl 

and snipe. Thousands of ducks, geese and 

wading birds -including up to 7 , 000 wid- 
geons -winter on Buckenham Marshes. 

Announcing the designation yesterday 
Lord Cranbrook, dbainnao of English Na- 
ture, said: “We are recognising the work 
of the RSPB in creating and m anaging, 
with a dedicated team of staff, this won- 
derful nature reserve.” 
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Serbs told to hand 
over Karadzic 


Britain will press Bosnian Serbs to band 
over their fanner president, Radovan 
Karadzic, when a Foreign Office minis- 
ter visits Pale this week. Mr Karadzic is 
an indicted war criminal, but die au- 
thorities in the self-styled Republika Srp- 
ska have refused to allow him to be put 
on triaL 

-{ will have a simple message for the 
Bosnian Serbs,” said Tony Lloyd, the Rar- 
cign Office Minister of Stale, yesterday. 
“You could do yourself and everyone else 
a great favour by handing over Radovan 
Karadzic to the Hague. He has no place 
in the new Bosnia.” 

Mr Lloyd had no suggestions about fur- 
ther action that the international com- 
m unity was prepared to take to achieve that 
end. Despite moves to arrest war crimi- 
nals and clamp down on abuses of media 
freedom in Bosnia, there has been no ev- 
idence of any intention to force a con- 
frontation over the main targets - Mr 
Karadzic and General Radko Mladic, for- 
mer commander of the Bosnian Serb army. 

Mr Lloyd will visit Bosnia and Yu- 
goslavia during a four-day trip starting to- 
day. “In Serbia, I will be pressing President 
[Slobodan] Milosevic hard on the need for 
further democrat isation - including 
greater media freedom,” he said. “The 
onus is on Yugoslavia to live up to in- 
ternational democratic norms if it is to be- 
come again a respectable member of the 
European family of nations." 

He will also meet President Alija 
Izetbegovic in the Bosnian capital, Sara- 
jevo, and visit Banja Luka for talks with 
Biljana Plavsic, president of the Serbian 
republic, and opposition leaders. 


Protest unlikely to save 

doomed atom plant 


Hundreds of workers yesterday - 
blocked entrances to France^ 
Superphenhc nuclear reactor ivy 
protest at its scheduled closure. 
Rupert Cornwell says they are 
unlikely to secure a reprieve for ' 
the troubled fast-breeder 
project. 


The real miracle is that, even in the 
-European country which is most commit- 
ted to nod ear power, -Superphenix has 
survived so long, given the worldwide fall 
from grace of fast-breeder reactors, and 
the problems which have beset its 20 yean 
of life. 

Superphenix. was conceived at the height 
of France’s campaign under presidents 
Pbmpkiou ami Giscard cTEstaing to develop 
its nuclear industry and lessen the coun- 
try’s dependence on imported oiL 

But since its inception in 1977, the L200 
Megawatt facility has only served the 
national electricity grid for less than a year 
in all, and was shut down in July 1990 
after a series of potentially dangerous leaks 
from its cooling system. 

After extensive repairs, the reactor was 
restarted in 1994, but only for research and 
experimental purposes. However, com- 
plaints by French environmentalists con- 
tinued and within only a month of coining 
to power in June, the Socialist government 
of Lionel Jospin announced that the reac- 
tor. which has cost Fc60bn (£6-5 bn) would 
be shut down for good. 


The protest yesterday, the latest of sev- . 
oral employee demonstrations sinra 1 a«r 
week, drew several hundred people ac- 
cording to organisers. The protesters' 1 
^demanded to talk with Christiair Pierret, - 
the secretary of mdusny, and the head of 
the French eleoriccompair^, Ele<$ritiUf de 
Rrance, on the future of Superphenk 
. According to the protesters, who have 
staged a week-long occupation of the ad- 
ministrative building at foe reactor com- 
plex at CreyS-Malville near Grenoble, 
4,000 jobs will bedfrectly and indirectly lost; 
indeed, just a week ago. foe ftalianpart- 
ner in Superphenix, the electrical utility 
ENEL, said it was sending home French 
technicians working on the project in 
Ttaly. 

But foe French government will argue 
that the fast breeder is now a dangerous 
anachronism. In the 1970s, when it was fore- 
cast that uranium reserves would soon run 
out, the device seemed foe key to the nu- 
clear future - creating a never ending sup- 
ply of plutonium fuel even as it burnt 
uranium. 

But uranium has proved to be for more 
abundant than expected, whOe a glut of plu- 
tonium has emerged,which is extremely 
costly Co store and process. And all the while 
fears have grown of an environmental or 
terrorist nuclear catastrophe. 

Three years ago, Britain dosed its fast- 
breeder at Dounreay, while Germany and 
the United States have pulled out of the 
sector. 'With the advent of a less national- 
ist government in Paris; more sympathet- 
ic to green issues, it was almost inevitable 
that France would follow suit. 



French truckers 
ready to strike 

A French trade 

day that tn>ctxrswea-^| un(lay * a r e- 

around the county lOQfi strike- 
peal of their cnpl*^^ adouiueda 1 


Torch bearer: A Scientologist dtesse^aitiberty during a protest 
in Berlin yesterday against what chorch lwembers see as German 
discrimination against nefigioui minorities Photograph; Reuters 


uour promises — 
protest last November. lute ^ uist 

be duped again. government 

Mr Poletb called on ^p R lo 

and the employ^’ ass ^°^eco n- 

P 165511 " 6 - 1 ^ ^^^^ could 

cessions m order to avert aanse econ . 

have serious consequences fo 

°“He said a fresh stoppage «"** c«t 

a: 

growth to 1 3 per cent from an expected 

■ "Mi said he sus P ec g d 
which is at odds with the Socialist gov 
eminent over a plan W ^t the vrorta^ 
week from 39 hours to 35, might be sat 
isfied ro see the socialist government m 
trouble with the truckers. , , 

The UFT road haulage employers fed- 
eration has said it wants to negotiate and 
has put proposals on the table. 



Priest rebuked Swiss banks list 14,000 names 


over remarks 


Poland’s centre-right Solidarity 
bloc, about to head a new coali- 
tion cabinet, yesterday con- 
demned remarks by a 
prominent pro-Solidaritypriest 
who said Jews shouldtiiave no 
place in. the government . 

The priest, Henryk Jankow- 
ski, was quoted as saying in a 
sermon on Sunday that he 
agreed with views that “the 
Jewish minority should not be 
accepted In our government”. 
“It is dear how fai ¥t Jankows- 
ki strays in his words from de- 
clarations of foe Catholic 
Church’s bishops,” said Tom asz 
Tywonek, a Solidarity Election 
Action (AWS) spokesman. 
“This statement and this kind 
of thinking wfll never be ac- 
cepted," he said. 

It Jankowski aimed his com- 
ments at Bronislaw Geremek, 
proposed for foreign minister by 
the liberal Freedom Union par- 
ty as it holds talks on a joint cab- 
inet with the Solidarity bloc. 

— Reuters, Warsaw 


Swiss banks will publish a second list of thousands moredoraant 
accounts tomomuT o by to find their rightful owners Mounter 
accusati ons that they are hoarding Holocaust victims m ney. 
like the first list of nearly 1,800 accounts released last July, the 
second directory will include names of Swiss ( ^ tl f ns “^ eU 85 
foreigners who entrusted money to the banks 

Bankers hope the new list, which covers some 14,000 people 
and 18 million Swiss francs (£7.8m), will help ease foe pressure 
they fece from critics. People can search foe new list via Inter- 
net (http;//www. dormant accounts.ch). Reuters Zurich 

Russian smugglers foiled 

Federal security agents and customs officers have foiled a plot 
to smuggle dozens of 19th-century religious icons out of Russia. 
A task force seized 67 icons from a passenger train in Smolen- 
sk en route from Moscow to Wirsaw. The icons had been bought 
-din cheap” in villages in the Yaroslavl region, northeast of 
Moscow. AP, Moscow 

Kosova Albanians on trial 

Nineteen ethnic Albanians alleged to belong to a paramilitary 
group are on trial on charges of terrorism and separatism. The 
defendants, all alleged to belong to the Kosovo Liberation Army, 
face long prison terms. Thro of them, who are also charged with 
homicide, could be sentenced to death. Two are being tried in 
absentia. It is the third mass trial this year of ethnic Albanian 
separatists in the southern province of Kosovo, where 90 per cent 
of the 1.9 million population are ethnic Albanians. 

— AP 
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Cherie Blair enjoying a fashion show for the wives of leaders at the Commonwealth 
summit in Edinburgh yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Rich help poor but struggle 
for democracy goes on 


Economics 

The summit adopted its first 
economic charter, the “Eco- 
nomic Declaration on Promot- 
ing Shared Prosperity' 1 . It 
commits the Commonwealth, 
with qualifications, to globali- 
sation and economic liberali- 
sation. It was praised by 
Downing Street as “signalling 
the end of ideology and re- 
flecting basic principles of eco- 
nomic and social justice” An ah 
out push for a free market was 
watered down by demands for 
regulation by developing coun- 
tries terrified they might be 
swamped in a global free for all. 
The declaration, issued after 
tough negotiations between 
rich and poor members, was 
judged a fitting complement to 
the Harare Commonwealth De- 
claration of 1991 which con- 
centrated on htun/m rights. 

Development 

Heads of government expressed 
concerns about the problems of 
the Least Developed Countries 
and offered special economic as- 
sistance to “vulnerable” states, 
including the establishment of a 
Commonwealth trade and in- 
vestment access facility, funded 
by Australia, New Zealand, 
Canada and Britain, to give de- 
veloping countries technical ad- 
vice on how to take advantage 
of globalisation. 

Environment 

Conference agreed both de- 
veloped and developing conn- 
tries should make “sig n i fi c an t 
reductions” on greenhouse gas 
emissions in advance of De- 
cember’s Kyoto conference. 

Human rights 
Heads of government reaf- 
firmed their commitment to 
the fundamental values of the 
Commonwealth, as set out in 


the Harare Declaration which 
emphasised the value of democ- 
racy, good governance, sus- 
tainable development and 
respect for human rights and 
fundamental freedoms. They ac- 
cepted the report from the 
Commonwealth Ministerial Ac- 
tion Group (which comprises 
foreign ministers) on The Gam- 
bia, Nigeria and Sierra Leone. 
They decided to establish 
CMAG as a permanent body to 
look at persistent and serious 
violations of the Harare 
Declaration. 

Gambia 

They welcomed the move to- 
wards elections and the transi- 
tion to civilian, democratic and 
constitutional rule in The Gam- 
bia and said they had received 
assurances from the Gambian 
authorities that progress to- 
wards the Harare principles 
would continue. 

Nigeria 

They agreed the suspension of 
Nigeria, agreed fa'1995 in New 
Zealand, would continue, but 
rejected demands for expul- 
sion. The summit criticised hu- 
man rights fail ores and the. 
continuing detention of Chief 
Moshood Abiola, victor in de- 
mocratic elections before the 
imposition of mfliiaiy rule by 
General Sani Abacha. Contro- 
versially, the conference also 
noted the “positive contribu- 
tion’ 1 Nigeria is making through 
the Economic Community of 
West African Stales (Ecowas) 
in support of democracy in 
west Africa: a reference to the 
paradox of the Nigerian dicta- 
torship spearheading militazy at- 
tempts to restore democracy to 
neighbouring Sierra Leone. 

Heads 'of government em- 
powered CMAG to invoke a 
raft of mild Commonwealth 


sanctions against Nigeria be-, 
tween now and 1 October 1998 
when the Nigerian government 
promises to bold free and fair 
elections. Visa restrictions on 
members of the Nigerian 
regime and their families, an 
arras embargo, a visa-based 
ban on all sporting contacts and 
the downgrading of diplomat- 
ic missions are among the mea- 
sures which may be introduced 
if Nigeria's promised transi- 
tion to civilian rule falters or hu- 
man rights abuses worsen. 

After 1 October, CMAG 
will assess whether Nigeria has 
completed a credible pro- 
gramme for the restoration of 
democracy. If so the suspension 
from the Commonwealth will be 
lifted. If noi, expulsion will be 
considered along with the in- 
troduction of a mandatory oil 
ban, a ban on air-links and the 
freezing of the financial assets 
and bank accounts in foreign 
countries of members of the 
regime and their families. 

Sierra Leone 

The summit condemned the 
military coup in Sierra Leone in 
May 1997, which overthrew de- 
mocratically elected President 
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. Until le- 
gitimate government is re- 
stored, Sierra Leone will be 
excluded from Commonwealth 
participation. The summit wel- 
comed UN oil arms and trav- 
el sanctions on the Sierra Leone 
military junta. 

New members 

Applications for membership 
from Rwanda, Yemen and 
Palestine were considered. All 
were put on bold. Palestine ap- 
pears to have a strong case for 
membership (applicants need to 
have a constitutional association 
with an existing Commonweal Lh 
member) but is not yet a sov- 
ereign state. Yemen and Rwan- 
da do not meet the criterion but 
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are being “kept under review” 
Fiji was welcomed back into the 
fold as the 54th member state 
after its expulsion following a 
coup. 

Next summits 
South Africa was accepted as 
-host for the 1999 Common- 
wealth Conference. and Aus- 
tralia for 2001. 


Glow of success undimmed by 
shadow of unrepentant Nigeria 


The Commonwealth 
Summit was declared a 
spectacular success by an 
ever-smiling Tony Blair 
yesterday at its 
conclusion in Edinburgh. 
But Mary Braid asks what 
was achieved and just 
what was there to 
celebrate? 

The cnd-of-conference back 
slapping and endless playful 
jibes about Tony Blair's tender 
years were salt in the wounds of 
Nigerian political activists at the 
Commonwealth summit in Ed- 
inburgh yesterday. 

Presidents from all over the 
English-speaking world had 
come together to chew the fat 
but to many Nigerian human 
rights groups the conference 
was literally a matter of life and 
death. While heads of state 
looked forward to teeing up on 
St Andrews' famous gplf course, 
the activists were fighting in an 
Edinburgh back street with sap- 
porters of General Sani 
Abacha s military regime. 

For while this was the first 
Commonwealth conference to 
have an economic theme it was 


overshadowed, like the last, by 
the excesses of African dictators 
and demands from human rights 
activists for the expulsion from 
the Commonwealth of Nigeria. 

Tva years after Nigeria em- 
barrassed Commonwealth lead- 
ers by executing the political 
activist, Ken Saro-Wtwa, in the 
middle of its Auckland summit, 
Nike Ransome-Kuti, whose 
father, Beko, now languishes in 
a Nigerian jail, had her hopes 
dashed Yesterday she said the 
Commonwealth had failed to 
live up to its promise to expel 
Nigeria in Edinburgh if democ- 
racy was not restored. 

Instead ii had acred, she 
said “as if its existence depends 
on placating Nigeria not to 
unilaterally quit the fold”. The 
ordinary people of Nigeria 
would be bitterly disappointed. 
Edinburgh would be remem- 
bered as the place where the 
Commonwealth lost its credi- 
bility she said. 

Even South African Presi- 
dent Nelson Mandela, who 
once led attacks on General 
Abacha. fudged on Nigeria this 
time. But for Tony Blair, the 
summit was a wonderful event. 
Self interest was certainly 
served. The host government 
used the opening ceremony to 


plug its own patch with an 
extraordinary In-your-face, 
Rrverdance-style video, which 
celebrated Labour's brave new 
ever-so-modern Britain. The 
Queen was not the only one to 
wince at the acoustic rendition 
of the national anthem. The po- 
litical advertisement caused our 
Commonwealth cousins to tut. 

But Mr Blair's assertion that 
outside the UN there is no com- 
parable international body was 
endorsed by President Mandela, 
once again the darling of the 
conference, despite bis contro- 
versial intervention on Libya's 
behalf over the Lockerbie 
bombing. 

“The" very fact that we can 
come here and exchange points 
of view and opinions is a 
tremendous signal of optimism 
for the future of our world," said 
Mr Blair. 

That did not comfort those 
for whom the conference was a 
human rights disaster and who 
pointed out the number of 
despots silling comfortably, de- 
spite the 1991 Harare Decla- 
ration on democracy and 
human rights, around lhe con- 
ference table. 

It was Mr Blair himself who 
yesterday linked a healthy 
democracy with a healthy econ- 


omy. Frances D'Souza, 
spokesperson for the freedom of 

expression ©roup Article 1 9, ar- 
gued yesterday that by back-slid- 
ing on Nigeria, and allowing 
Cameroon and Kenya to glide 
through the weekend without 
any criticism of their own dis- 
graceful records on democratic 
and human rights, the Com- 
monwealth was damaging trade 
investment and development. 

“Commonwealth leaders' 
vague references to Lhe impor- 
tance of the Harare Declaration 
are of no comfort to the peo- 
ple in Nigeria. The Gambia, 
Kenya and Cameroon, among 
others, who are suffering human 
rights abuses.” The chickens, 
she promised, would come 
home to roost. "The Com- 
monwealth is storing up trou- 
ble for itself as those who have 
no commitment to the democ- 
ratic process and welfare of their 
citizens see the leniency with 
which abuses are treated.” 

But most members believe 
that a talking shop which in- 
cludes some of the world's 
poorest as well as richest coun- 
tries, is valuable. 

Some countries are unwilling 
to expel Nigeria, particularly in 
west Africa where oil-rich Nige- 
ria is king, ferhaps the more de- 


mocratically-challenged did not 
feel like throwing stones. 

Reaching an economic 
agreement was also far from 
easy. It is hard to see bow the 
economic needs of Mozam- 
bique can be reconciled with 
those of Canada or Australia. 

The release of the econom- 
ic declaration was delayed while 
the third and first world argued 
about globalisation. Downing 
Street yesterday boasted that a 
Commonwealth commitment, 
albeit qualified, to globalisation 
would have been impossible 
five years ago. 

Before endorsing the decla- 
ration. the Malaysian prime 
minister, Mahathir Mohamad, 
demanded a pledge from the 
Commonwealth “to study how 
countries can be protected from 
the destabilising effects of mar- 
ket volatility, including those 
resulting from speculative 
activities’'. 

Last night. Nigerian activists 
painted a nightmare picture of 
the future. Commonwealth in- 
action, they said, could result in 
Abacha the despot rigging an 
election to become Abacha the 
president. By the next summit, 
m Durban, Abacha might well 
be a fully fledged member of the 
Commonwealth. 


What can you do about 
the exploitation of 
Third World families? 
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Cut it out 


We believe that most British 
people would be horrified at the 
hardship behind many of the goods 
they buy. Wages of less than £3 a day 
are common. . 

So we welcome the steps that 
supermarkets have taken to sign up 
to ethical codes of conduct. 

Rapstered charity no 258003 


But now it's time for supermarkets 
to turn principles agreed on paper 
into practice, with tangible benefits 
for Third World families. 

Shoppers need to know that the 
products they buy meet basic 
minimum standards for all workers, 
wherever they are. 


We’re collecting coupons to let 
supermarket directors know how 
strongly their customers feel. 

So make your mark. Send the 
coupon. Or call us on 0345 000 300. 

ChristiarifiAid 

We believe in life before death 

www.cjnewxW.orgA^ristlanakl 
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Bumpy fide for Jiang’s 
visit to capitalist empire 


China* President Jiang Zemin was 
due to arrive in the mainland 
United States from Hawaii 
yesterday. John Coffin in Washington 
says the first Chinese head of state 
to visit the capitalist empire in 12 
years may face bumpy ride. 


Jiang Zemin enjoyed a soft landing in the 
United Stales, playing the ceremonial 
tourist first in bappy-bappy Honolulu and 
then in the twee colonial (own of WtUiamS- 
bure, Virgiata. But in Washington and 
Boston human rights campaigners are 
planning to give him his most turbulent 
exposure to street protest since Tiananmen. 

Official America has been at pains to 
pander to the the 71 -year-old leader’s sen- 
sibilities. Mr Jiang is scheduled to spend 
must of today touring Williamsburg, a 
spot of particular interest to him because 
this was where his hero, Thomas Jefferson, 
lived and studied law. 

Mr Jiang was most certainly delighted 
by the welcome he received on reaching the 
US. Known for his quirky tendency to burst 
publicly into song. Mr Jiang’s entertainment 
on Sunday included an opportunity to play 
the guitar at a dinner hosted by the Hawai- 
ian governor. The dinner menu’s piece de 
resistance was sauteed opakapaka. a prized 
Hawaiian fish. Mr Jiang, as if to make it 
plain he would not be pushed around on 
his visit to the superpower, declined the 
delicacy and requested instead beef 
tenderloin. Earlier, he swam on Wrikiki 


Beach and danced the hula with 100 local 
youngsters. 

Upon his arrival at a Honolulu airforce 
base he was received with full military 
honours, including a 21-gun salute - a 
demand he bad made as a condition of his 
visit. A local young woman placed a floral 
garland around his neck and then he tossed 
a floral wreath onto the watery grave of the 
USS Arizona, one of eight battleships sunk 
during the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

The ceremony offered Mr Jiang an op- 
portunity to remind tais visitors that China 
had been their ally during the Second World 
War. 

“In that war, which brought untold suf- 
ferings to mankind, the Chinese and Amer- 
ican peoples once fought shoulder to 
shoulder against fascist aggresson,” he said 
in a speech. “In today’s world, China and 
the United States share broad common 
interests... on importam matters whk&be^ 
on peace and development of mankind.” 

That was the land of language President 
Bill Clinton wanted to hear, the purpose of 
the visit for both governments being to 
smooth tensions over human rights, trade, 
Taiwan and nuclear proliferation. 

But, as thousands of demonstrators 
prepared to gather outside the White 
House tomorrow, one request from the Chi- 
nese government did receive short shrift 
They had asked the Clinton administration 
to guarantee a stress-free visit. The response, 
as expressed with a shrug of the shoulders 
by White House spokesman Mike McCurry, 
was a terse one. “Welcome to democracy,” 
he said. 



US calls for 

on Rwanda kill" 1 ? 
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A North Korean soldier outside the Military Armistice Commission In Panmunjon. The 
North has issued a protest at US/South Korean military exercises Photograph: Paul Barker 


ambassador to*® 
bi'T^adNatkms, Bill Ricfaarfsofl, 

V ! vafefcl talks with Rwanda’s paw- 
Vice-President and De- 
'"'Teace' Minister, Paul Kagame, 
Vjfcsfcrfoty in the Rwandan cap- 
; jtal on the latest leg of a tour 
pto has so far taken lum to 
-Zaire and Angola. 
While in Kinshasa, Mr 
r fow kon secured an a^ee- 
meftt from President ^ jaure Pl 
Kabila that a much-delayed 
United Nations human rights in- 
vestigation mission would be 
allowed to go ahead. Mr 

Richardson saidhe was pleased 

' by Major General Kagame’s co- 
operative spirit in their discus- 
sions about the mission, which 
is supposed to investigate alle- 
gation that troops loyal to Mr 
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Peronists suffer election disaster 


Argentinian President Carlos 
Menem’s Peronists suffered one 
of their worst -ever defeats in 
parliamentary election on Sun- 
day, losing their majority in the 
lower house. 

A centre-left affiance, known 
simply as La Alianza (the Al- 
liance), campaigning for greater 
social equality and against cor- 
ruption, took more than 45 per 


cent of the vote to the Peronists’ 
36 per cent. Tbe-result means Mr 
Menem, whose presidential term 
ends in 1999, whl have to nego- 
tiate with the opposition, during 
his final two years in power. 

The Alliance said it would 
ao f tamper with Mr Menem’s 
successful economic policies of 
privatisation and doUar-peso 
parity, but pariiamentarywran- 


gling could slow some of Mr 
Menem's reforms. 

“This is the end of an era,” 
said 66-year-old Gradda Fer- 
nandez Meqide, bead of the Al- 
liance’s list in the key Buenos 
Aires province. 5 

Mrs Meijide, is likely to be a 
presidential candidate for the 
Alliance in 1999. 

• — Phil Dawson 


diets from the general’s army, 
massacred Rwandan Hutu 
refugees in eastern CongD- 
Zatre. ' 

H uman- rights reports, aid 


leged that Rwandan troops 
killed large numbers of refugees 
daring Mr Kabila's successful 
camp aign which ended with 
the ousting of foie late president, 
Mobutu Sese Seko, in May. 

The Rwandan vice-president 
said he had, in the talks, raised 
concerns about the impartiali- 
ty of the team. '‘We have already 
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his soldiers were still there. 
•The feet that they were there, 
doesn’t mean they are there 

now,” he said. 

— AmeGo French 


Susan has 
cerebral palsy. 

I don’t want 
to be a handicap 
to her. 
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I used to mollycoddle 
Susan. Not for her benefit. 


but for mine. 


Scope's School for Parents 


made me realise I had 


something to learn. 

Namely that cerebral palsy 
affects the ability to control 
movement. Not to grow up. 
Ring 0345 697969 now 
to find out what Scope 
does for parents in your 
area and how you can 
support its vita! work. 


Scope 

FOR i'EOPCE V,’;rH CCRiER.AC ?AUV 


Forxsrly Trc- spasticr. Society 
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Colombia voters defy rebels 


Ernesto Samper, the Colombian 
President, said his countrymen 
had voted for peace and had re- 
jected violence by MantKt guer- 
rillas. But, in the countryside, 
where the guerrillas Togo, there 
were polling stations where no 
one showed up at ail 

In the first elections since a 
drugs-and-corrupfion scandal 
erupted two years ago, Colom- 
bians voted last weekend for 
state governors, state legislator, 
mayors and city councillors. 

. The country’s two big guer- 
rilla groups, the Revolutionary 
Armed Forces of Colombia 
(Hire) and the National Liber- 
ation Army (ELN), tried to sab- 
otage the vote. They kidnapped 

two election observers from the 


Clinton joy as 
deficit shrinks 
unexpectedly 


It was regarded as one of the 
greatest economic problems in 
the world in the 198Qs..But yes- 
terday, with little fanfare. Bill 
Clinton announced that the 
United States budget deficit 
had sank to its lowest levels 
since 1974. 

He was expected to an- 
nounce during a speech to the 
Democratic Leadership Coun- 
cil that the federal deficit fell 
last fiscal year to $22.6bn 
(£14.21bn). Just a few months 
ago, the deficit was forecast to 
be dramatically higher thisyear 
than last. In its annual Budget 
released at the start of the 
year, the Qm ton administration 
forecast that fiscal 1997 would 
have a deficit of $ 125.6b a. The 
$22bn deficit for the 1997 fecal 
year compares with a deficit of 
$107 Jbn for 1996. The dramatic 
narrowing reflects stronger- 
than -expected US economic 
growth as well as a spurt in tax 
revenues that government offi- 
cials find difficult to explain. 

Although declining to dis- 
cuss the details of Mr Clinton's 
announcement, the White 
House spokesman, Mike Mc- 
Curry, said the President in- 
tended to stress “the important 
role that fiscal discipline and 
free trade and investing in peo- 
ple play in the long- term growth 
strategy for the foture” 

Some private analysts say 
Washington could record a sur- 
plus as early as fiscal 1998, 
which ends on l October, if the 
stock market keeps booming 
and investors cash in, paying 
capital gains tax. 

According lo a White House 
statement released before Mr 
Clinton's remarks, spending as 
a share of GDP was 20.1 per- 
cent in 1997, which was de- 
scribed as the lowest 
spending-to-GDP ratio since 
1974. The White House said the 
latest figures marked the first 
rime in 50 years that the feder- 
al deficit had been cut for five 
years in a row. 


Organisation of American 
States, New up a power station 
and several pylons and killed a 
Catholic priest oa Saturday in an 
apparent attempt to assassinate 
the governor of the state of An- 
tioquia. There were dashes be- 
. tween guerrillas and army troops 

on election day at Gutiene, 25 
miles south of Bogota, in which 
three rebels were killed. 

Based on incomplete re- 
sults, Mr Samper’s riling lib- 
eral Party looks like winning 20 
of the 32 governorships. Its 
traditional rival, the Conserva- 
tive Party, may have slipped 
from second place behind one 
of the independent coalitions 
campaigning against the cor- 
ruption blamed on Mr Samper. 


Cocaine cartel cash was found 
to have helped finance his 1994 
presidential campaign. 

Most voters defied rebel 
calls to boycott voting. Releas- 
ing a dove as a peace symbol in 
Bogota, Mr Samper said: “to- 
day, with millions of votes, we 
said yes to democracy, yes to 
peace, no to violence." 

But in Cabrera, 80 miles 
south of Bogota, none of the 
9,200 residents showed up at the 
polling station. 

“No one will come." said 
electoral official Euvilio Va- 
lencia. “There may be troops 
and police here now, but peo- 
ple are afraid the guerrillas 
will get them later.” 

— Phif Davison 


Children killed in Algeria 

Gunmen killed 22 civilians in two massacres in Algeria and 
about 30 bodies were found in a well in the capital, Algiers, 
Algerian newspapers said yesterday. Gunmen killed 16 vil- 
lagers in Oued Djer hamlet in Medea province, 45 miles south 
of Algiers on Saturday night, Le Soir d'Aigerie reported. Ten 
children, including a baby, were among the victims, who were 
members of four families, it said. Algerians voted last Thurs- 
day to elect local authorities in 1,500 towns and 48 provin- 
cial capitals, giving President Liamine Zeroual's supporters 
an overwhelming victory. Opposition parries rejected the re- 
sults, accusing the authorities of widespread fraud. 

— Reuters, Paris 

Anjouan forms government 

Secessionists on foe Indian Ocean island of Anjouan said they 
would form a government after residents voted averwhelm- 
ingty in favour of leaving the Comoro Island republic. Foun- 
di Abdallah Ibrahim, the rebel leader, declared a holiday to 
celebrate foe island’s “independence”. 

Reuters, Mutsamutu, Comoros 

Teachers strike in Canada 

In North America's biggest teachers' strike, 126,000 unionised 
teachers staged an illegal walkout in Ontario, shutting 2.1 mil- 
bon students out of classes. The strike is a power struggle be- 
tweeu teadrers’ umons and Ontario’s Couseivative gpvSmment 
over foe future of education in the province. 

— Reuters, Toronto 
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Nike trips up 
over poverty 
pay for Asian 
labour force 





r* killed in AjS 


American women’s 
ij groups are attacking 
Nike, the sports goods 
multi-national, for what 
they call its abusive 
treatment of the female 
labour force in its Asian 
factories. The women’s 
coalition has targeted as 
hypocritical a television 
ad campaign aimed at 
female consumers. 

John CarBn reports. 


The Nike commercials depict 
well-toned female athletes in 
images designed to persuade 
American women that if they 
buy into the popular brand 
name they too will be powerful. 
The problem, according to a 
coalition of 15 women’s groups, 
is that the ads obscure the truth 
that the Indonesian, Viet- 


namese and Chinese women 
who manufacture Nike’s shoes 
are weak and powerless. 

“Nike’s slogan is catchy, 
There is no finish fine’,” said the 
letter to Nike chairman Philip 
Knight “Unfortunately, this 
motto also applies to some of 
the factories overseas where 
women, according to pay-slips 
from Nike factories in Indone- 
sia, work bom 100 to 200 over- 


time hours a month. to make 
ends meet 


“While the women who 


wear Nike shoes in the United 


^-States are encouraged to per- 
form their best the Indonesian. 
Vietnamese and Chinese 
women making the shoes’often 


suffer from inadequate wages, 
corporal punishment, forced 
overtime and/or sexual harass- ' 
meat.” . 


The letter, whose signatories 


include the vanguard feminist 
National Organisation for 


Women and the celebrated au- 


thor Alice Walker, seeks to eat- 


pand the propaganda offensive 

against a colossaliy successful 
multi-national, which so far ap- 
pears to remain immune to a 
: j 7 sustained onslaught by intema- 
rional labour organisations. 

A biting report cm Nike’s 
labour practices, issued recently 
by the Hong Kong Christian In- 
dustrial Committee, has barely. 
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made a dent on the conscious- 
ness of the sports-shoe buying 
public, but H is in large measure 
from that report that the US 
women’s coalition derived the 
impetus to lodge their protest. 

The report noted that, over 
30 years. Western sports shoe 
companies have' been relocat- 
ing factories or seeking sub-con- 
tractors in Asia where wages arc 
lower and “where systematic re- 
pression of labour movements 
promises a ‘docile’ workforce”. 

Initially they looked to Tai- 
wan and South Korea, where 
political authoritarianism and 


repression of workers’ rights 
were at their peak. In time, how- 
ever, workers in those countries 
fought successfully for higher 
wages, whereupon companies 
like Nike shifted production to 
countries where labour was still 
cheaper, such as Indonesa, 
Vietnam and China. Investiga- 
tion of conditions in factories 
that manufacture Western 


brand-name sports shoes dem- 
onstrated a pattern of abuse by 
management, the report said. 

“But poor conditions in the 
factory are not simply the result 
of having a particularly harsh 
factory owner. It is actually the 
multi-nationals, not the sub- 
contractors. that ultimately set 
the pace of production as well 
as the wages of the workers. 


.When the multinationals 


squeeze the snbeontrators, the 


subcontractors squeeze the 
workers. 


In the case of the female 


workers, they squeeze them lit 
era&y. The US women’s coali 
don letter to Nike pointed out 
that m Vietnam, where Nike has 


been in operation for two years, 
factory officials have been 
chargedftith sexual abuse. 
The women’s coalition says 


Nike has been blinded to these 


violations, as well as the sys- 
tematic exportation of its Asian 


workers, by the spectacular 


profits it has made from the 


huge gap between the Third 
Waridwsges of the workers who 
make the shoes and the spend- 
ing power of those in the First 
World who buy them. 

Nike’s reponse is that it is 
playing a beneficial role in Asia, 
by providing jobs that pay bet- 
ter wages than those of Asian- 
owned factories. 





Just do it: Demonstrators 
call on shoppers to boycott 
Nike and buy American 

Photograph: AP 


TRACK RECORD 

m The Head of Nike, Phil 
Knight earned £929.1 13 in 
1994. 

• In 1995, factory workers 
in the Philippines received 
only 2 j 5 pence for every pair 
of shoes sold in the shops 
for £50. 

• Nearly all Nike factory 
workers employed in Asia 
are women. 

• Nike employs nearly 
500,000 people worldwide. 

• hr 1994. Nike became one 
of the first sports company 
to insist that their subcon- 
tractors follow a code of 
conduct 

• Workers making Nike 
trainers in Indonesia went 
on strike in April, protest- 
ing over appalling working 
conditions and low wages. 
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THE FIRSTTO LAUNCH 
3 COMPLETELY 
NEW CARS AT ONCE, 
FROM THE FIRST 
TO LAUNCH 3 YEARS 
PEACE OF MIND. 



! 995 wo were the firs: car company cc give you 3 years 
non! peace of mind. This means you gee the following as 
standard on every new Daewoo: 
! ) 3 year 60.000 mile free servicing, including 

all labour and parts. 
2) 3 year 60.000 comprehensive warranty. 

3) 3 year Daewoo Total AA Cover. 

4) Free couitesy car during scr/icc. 

Now, after an investment of 
over £ 1 .5 billion, we re 
the first car company to 
launch 3 completely 
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Football racism play opens 


Chris Sznilh, the Secretary of 
State for both Culture and 
Sport, will unite these two 
strands of his portfolio on 
Thursday when he publicises a 
new play aimed to help kick 
racism out of football. 

Mr Smith will appear with 
footballers and actors at Arse- 
nal Stadium to launch a new 
play, OohAk Showab Khan by 
playwright Clifford Oliver. 

The play highlights racist al- 
titudes towards Asian British 
footballers and has been de- 
veloped by the Arc Theatre En- 
semble, an Asian theatre group. 

It presents the stoiy of a 
young player, who at 18 secures 
a pla«: as one of the first Asian 
English professional footballers 


in Britain. Arc has combined 
with the play's sponsors, Mid* 
Land Bank, in a campaign to 
change attitudes towards Aaan 
footballers. 

At present there is not a sin- 
gle Asian footballer in British 
professional football at first 
team level, though a couple are 
appearing at youth team and re- 
serve team level 

Yet football is a very strong 
and popular sport on the Indi- 
an sub-continent, countering 
western views that the pre- 
ferred "Asian sport” in Britain 
or abroad is cricket 

Research funded by Leices- 
ter University, the Profession- 
al Footballers’ Association and 
the Football Association found 


that 34 per cent of profession- 
al dubs report no equal 
opportunities policy; few 
people of Asian origin watch 
football even in areas 
containing high Asian popula- 
tions; there is only one Asian 
football league affiliated £0 a lo- 
cal county FA; 65 per cent of 
Asian players daim to have reg- 
ularly encountered racism 
while playing organised foot- 
ball. 

However, the research also 
found that 41 per cent of Asian 
players report that they were 
discouraged from playing 
football by their families. 

The play will be touring the 
country over the next six 
months. 


David Aitkin: There is no question of us going to Hollywood ... 
Hollywood is coming to London’ Photograph: Rui Xavier 


ter a phone call to Mr Aukin 10 days ago 
from Miramax’s colourful co-chairman 
Harvey Weinstein . Mr Aukin said yester- 
day that the deal marked a change in the 
one-way traffic of British talent going to 
the US: “There is no question of us going 
to Hoflywxjd,” he said. “Hollywood is com- 
ing to'London. 

He added: “This is a ground-breaking 
deal. Because it offers, us financial stabil- 
ity and autonomy. It is a great tribute to 
the current health of British cinema. 

Mr Leventhal. who has been with 
Channel 4 since 1981, identified the new 
studio as part of the so-called “Cool Bri- 
tannia'’ resurgence in the British cultural 
industries: “It is a sign of the times. Lon- 
don is on a roll. Fust it was food and fash- 
ion and now it's film.” 

The new studio, which has yer to be 
named, will have a rolling budget of S50tn 
(£3 1m) to spend on movies and Mr Aukin 
said the appeal of the job was the ability 
to make bigger budget movies: “"We would 


that the current boom in the British film 
industry won’t just fizzle out. 

It has been a good year for the British 
film industry. The Chancellor Gordon 
Brown offered film-makers tax-breaks 
worth £30m to make films in the UK in his 
first budget - although industry observers 
do not believe this was a deciding factor 
for Miramax: 

“People like Miramax can move their 
productions overseas if they don’t like the 
tax situation.” said Mr Frater. This is more A 
to do with them working with Channel 4 vl 
and other British producers and seeing that 
the UK has a lot of talent. 

On top of the tax-breaks, the Govern- 
ment also earmarked £92m of National Lot- 
tery funds for four production consortia 
which are expected to use the money to 
make 90 films in Britain over the next six 
years. 

Channel 4 will now be recrui ting a head 
of film to look after an increased film-mak- 
ing budget of £32m a year from 1999. 


Americans snap 

up British fil 1 * 1 s 

renaissance man 






Miramax, the American 
film-maker, has hired the head 
of Channel 4 Films to run a new 
film studio which will make big 
budget British movies. Foul McCann, 
media correspondent, explains 
why Hollywood is coming to 
Britain. 


The US has swooped to poach the man be- 
hind much nf the British movie renaissance, 
including fflmg like Four Weddings and a 
Funeral and Trainspotting , to run a $50m 
(£31m) movie studio in the UK. 

David Aukin, head of film at 
Channel 4 since 1990, is to set up a film 
production, acqui si tion and distribution 
business in the UK for Miramax Films, the 
American maker of The English Patient. 

Mr Aukin will be joined by Channel 4's 
long-serving director of acquisitions, Col- 
in Leventhal, and Trea Having, a former 
Miramax executive producer. 

The new company was put together af- 
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‘Hold on, Mr Clarke, do you really have to 
keep interrupting me?’ 


Man bites dog and the dog 
doesn't like it. The terrier of 
the 76tfriy -programme, John 
Humphrys, has admitted to 
feeling indignant at being in- 
terrupted by the former Chan- 
cellor Kenneth Clarke in an 
role-reversal interview record- 
ed for this morning's 40th an- 
niversary programme. 

But Mr Clarke conceded 
on air that the disgraced for- 
mer Cabinet minister 
Jonathan Aitken had no right 
complaining that Humphrys 
interrupted Clarke 32 times 
during an interview in 1995. 


With tongue placed firmly 
in his ample cheek the Not- 

quiz Mr Humphrys on why 
“ample public servants want- 
ing to answer honesty were 
so badly mistreated by the pro- 
gramme. 

But the knockabout inter- 
view soon descended into 
farce, with both men g i g g l in g 
and Mr Clarke trying to make 
points while Mr Humphrys 
talked over his interruptions: 
T would never have been al- 
lowed to get away with that 
point-scoring,” said Mr 


Humphrys after recording the 
interview, “despite what some 
people may say about me.” 

But he did admit to some 
empathy with the political 
bones he so often worries: “1 
got quite indignant when he 
kept interrupting me, 1 kept 
thinking ‘why is this man not 
letting me speak?’ 1 suppose 
it was quite salutary for me, but 
I think Ken got carried away.” 

He also seized on Mr 
Clarke’s admission on air that 
be had confronted Mr Aitken 
to ask him why, when he was 
crusading against the media, he 


had picked one of Mr Darke's 
spats with Mr Humphrys. 

“Ken Clarke dearly wasn’t 
impressed with Mr Aitken us- 
ing him for his campaign.” said 
Mr Humphrys, who denied in- 
terrupting Clarke 32 times. 
“Interruptions are part of the 
game and everybody ought to 
be able to cope with them. 

There was a note of wist- 
ful regret in Mr Humphrys’ 
voice yesterday when he 
talked about departed adver- 
saries like Kenneth Clarke 
and Michael Heseltine: 
“There was a golden age for 


interviewers when the gov- 
ernment wasn’t able to blame 
the previous government for 
everything, die opposition 
wasn’t such a long way from 
power and there were divisions 
within the parties to report on. 

“There are some people 
coming on with extraordinar- 
ily bland answers at the mo- 
ment, so well have to rely on 
John Prescott, who is at least 
colourful and shoots from the 
hip. But there will be people 
along to fill their place.” 

— Paul McCann 
Media Correspondent 
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Role reversal: Kenneth Clarke grills John Humphrys during the recording yesterday of the anniversary programme 


Photograph: Graham Barclay 


Evans urges listeners to spend 
£75m and keep him in a job 


Chris Evans dished out an- 
other surprise to the radio 
world yesterday by appealing 
to his breakfast-show listen- 
ers to raise £75m to buy out 
the station which employs 
him. 

The controversial pre- 
senter fears his show could 
be axed if a proposed merg- 
er between Virgin radio and 
rival station Capital is ap- 
proved by the Monopolies 
and Mergers Commission. 

“We have to buy the ra- 
dio station otherwise we're 
out on our ear,” he told his 


audience. Evans promised to 
pay back listeners at a good 
rate of interest. “It’ll be like 
a Co-op.” he said. 

Evans and his crew have 
a 10-week contract with Vir- 
gin which expires in Decem- 
ber. A Capital spokeswoman 
said: “Virgin would continue 
to run as a separate station 
if it was bought by Capital 
and no decision on pro- 
gramming has been made.” 

A Virgin spokesman said: 
“We are very surprised by the 
whole thing.” 

— Amanda Kelly 
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Now every 
day is a 
bad hair day 


Brenda Howe went to 
her local hairdresser for 
a simple perm and 
emei-ged bald with 
severe bums to her 
scalp*. The scarring was 
permanent. As a result, 
she tells CherrW Hicks, she 
is campaigning for 
national registration of 
all hairdressers. 


Brenda Howe paid great atten- 
tion to her hair, loo much at- 
tention, some mig ht think. She 
loved having it done - she de- 
scribes this as her vice - and vis- 
ited a salon twice a week without 
fail. Blonde, red, penned, 
straight, long, short, highlights, 
lowlights: she tried them alL 

But now Mrs Howe has a 
permanent bald patch, caused 
by chemical bums from a perm 
that went badly wrong four 
years ago. She has what is 
called scarring alopecia, a con- 
dition in which damage to the 
scalp stops the hair from grow- 
ing. “My hair was my trade- 
mark," she recalls. “If it wasn’t 
right, I didn’t feel right." For 
her, what happened was more 
than just a blow to her self- 
image; it drove her to the edge 
of a breakdown. 

Last year, after a lengthy 
legal battle for damages, Mrs 
Howe, 48, a children’s social 
worker from Hitchin, won a 
record out-of-court settlement 
of £25,000. For a while she was 
a bit of a media celebrity, 
appearing on This Morning 
with Richard and Judy. 

But the settlement is not the 
end of the stoiy. She is now cam- 
paigning hard to make the reg- 
istration of hairdressers a legal 
requirement. “At the moment 
anyone caafsei : 2|i v ter^ hair- ' 
dresser here, bypass proper .. 


training and use strong chemi- 
cals with disastrous results," 
she points oul “Someone who 
fails their exams in Paris would- 
n’t he able to practise as a hair- 
dresser in Europe - but they 
could a ferry and do so here." 

On the day that Mrs Howe 
went for what was to be her last 
peim, in November 1993, her 
hair was cut to chin length; it 
was mid-brown, she recalls, 
with blonde highlights and red 
lowlights (this may sound as if 
she was asking for trouble, but 
she says she always took care 
her hair was not overtrea(ed). 
She always liked a perm, be- 
cause her hair was naturally 
dead straight and she always 
went to the same hairdresser. 

This time, when the perm 
lotion went on, she fell a sling- 
ing sensation on her scalp. “I 
mentioned it but it didn't feel 
that horrendous. At the end the 
perm looked a bit tight ... it felt 
as though I was wearing a re- 
ally tight skullcap." 

When her scalp started to 
feel sore, she went to her GP, 
who told her she had chemical 
bums but that they would heal. 
“They didn't, though. Over the 
next few months I developed 
crusty, weepy patches and by 
January I was losing hair from 
the top of my bead." 

The hair loss was so gradual, 
that its full effect didn't hit her 
for a while - it took five months 
for the bald patch to develop. 
Even the following April, when 
she bought her first wig, she as- 
sumed that she’d just been un- 
lucky and the hair would grow 
back. “I even went back to the 
hairdressers who tried to con- 
dition it," she recalls. “But in 
June 1994 a hospital derma- 
tologist told her it was perma- 
nent; the scarring from the 
chemicals had killed the roots 
and the hair would never grow 
’ o& schr tissue . ShestbppedgCK 
mg to the hairdresser. 



*1 hated myself. I rowed with my family. I hated women who had a full head of hair/ says Brenda Howe, top right, with her real hair before her fateful perm; bottom right, 
after the damage was done; and main picture, wearing one of her three wigs Photograph: Keith Dobney 


Mrs Howe's bald patch is on 
the top of her head and mea- 
sures about 4in tty 2in; (he 
hair at the front is also damaged 
and thin . 

“1 bated myself," she recalls. 
“Whatever clothes I was wear- 
ing - it made no difference. I 
didn’t want to answer the front 
door without a wig. I rowed with 
my family. I hated women who 
had a full bead of hair." Her dis- 
tress drove her to the point of 
giving up her studies - for a 
diploma in social work - as a 
mature student “It was hard 
enough being older than most 
of the other students, but be- 
ing bald as well - 1 felt mega 
vulnerable." 

: ■^The'idecision to take legal 
action, which channelled her 


anger and despair, probably 
saved her. Nevertheless, the 
battle for compensation from 
the hairdresser, who refused to 
accept liability, was wearisome: 
it couldn't have beea done 
without the support of her hus- 
band. two grown-up children 
and an “incredibly supportive” 
solicitor. 

It took two and a half years 
and involved seeing dozens of 
specialists - tricbologrsls, psy- 
chologists, dermatologists and 
“anyone else the hairdressers' 
insurance company could think 
oF: at one point die found her- 
self being examined, stark 
naked, for skin disease by a 
Haiiey Street dermatologist 
She never got to the bottom of 
what, precisely, went wrong. 



DR PHIL 
HAM MOND 

m 

Angry Dr 
Copperfield 
of Essex, a 
regular 
contributor 
to ‘Doctor’ 
magazine, 
is shocking 
the public 
with his 
abusive 
prose. But 
does this 
man really 
exist? 


Dear Dr Hammond, 

Recently, yon wrote about an 
Irish GP who admitted m the 
British Medical Journal that be 
deliberately tried to squash 
cats. I was disgusted by the sto- 
iy and felt sure you'd made it 
up. However, on a visit to my 
wife in hospital I found my way 
to the medical library and 
checked the reference. You 
were right While I was there, 
my attention was drawn to an- 
other medical magazine, Doc- 
tor , with the front-page headline 
“Sex in the Surgery” (16 Octo- 
ber). I opened it to page 37, 
which revealed a soft-porn pic- 
ture of an auburn-haired laity 
in a Wonderbra, unbuttoning 
herself suggestively in front of 
the doctor. I was so outraged 
that I turned to page 33, only 
to find that Dr Tbny Copperfield 
had written a column entitled 
“Time to let your patients have 
if. This was not, as it turned 
out, about sex but the homicide 
of difficult patients. “Blast that 
abusive moron away with a 
sawn -off 12-bore shotgun," 
boasted Dr Copperfield. 

At this point I had to sit 
down and ask the librarian for 
a glass of water. She told me 
that the magazines were for doc- 
tors only. However, she did 
tell me that Doctor is sent free 
to evety GP in the country. Are 
they all being corrupted by this 
filth? Incidentally, when I 
looked in the Medical Register, 

I could find no mention of a Dr 
Tbny Copperfield. Could you 
investigate? 

As one of the 36,000 GPs who 
receive Doctor gratis each week, 

I can reveal that my source is 
right. T may not have spotted the 
column myself but, on reflection, 
it does seem a trifle aggressive. 
Dr Copperfield is “sick of being 
nice ... I want to be able to shout 
at stupidpatients, insult middle- 
class mothers who believe little 
Gemima has a food allergy. 1 

have decided to make the great' 

sacrifice of bong horrible to all 
of my patients all of the time.” 
Dr Copperfield appears to have 
lost his zest for family practice. 
If only he existed 

Dr C, alas, does not. He is the 
figment of several real GPs' 
imaginations. I only found this 
out because when the BBC were 
auditioning presenters tor Trust 


Me, I’m a Doctor, they tried to 
track him down. One of his cre- 
ators turned up fora screen test, 
and although he was unlucky on 
that occasion, he has created a 
media niche as a caring, sharing 
adolescent health expert. A far 
ciy from his alter ego. 

The Tony Copperfield col- 
umn is veiy popular with the 
readers of Doctor. There are, I 
believe, four doctors behind it 
working in pairs. The recurrent 
theme is of an “overworked, un- 
dervalued” GP having a cathar- 
tic rant at his lot. The practised 
eye can distinguish between 
the writers: one pair self-censors 
(eg isn’t it about time we srood 
up for ourselves?"); the other 
pair do not (“Lets Hast the abu- 
sive moron away”). The latter 
duo tend to get more fan-mail. 
Their humour appears to be a 
fair reflection of what many GRs 
think but dare not say. 

Of course, these GPs dare not 
say it either. The decision to use 
a pseudonym was taken when 
one of the doctors put his name 
to a pejorative article about 
“heartsmk” patients which The 
Guardian picked up on. Not the 
sort of thing you’d want your pa- 
tients to read. I could reveal the 
real names of all the Dr Cop- 
perfiekk, but Td rather they had 

the guts to self-disclose. Be- 
sides, Tm indebted to one of 
them. Seven years ago, when I 
first attempted stand-up come- 
dy, 1 told a heavily disguised but 
essentially true story about an ob- 
stetric disaster. It was an illus- 
tration of how nudwives and 
doctors resort to laughter in con- 
ditions of adversity. I told it out 
of guilt, perhaps hoping for 
some sort of catharsis, and the 
largely medical audience roared 
in acknowledgement Except 
one of the Dr Copperfields. 
How dare I inflict such a stoiy 
on an audience where members 
of the public might be present? 

How dare I sully the good name 
of medicine? 

I stopped telling the story in 
public after that. Had Dr C not 
warned me, I probably would 
never have tempered my in- 
fantile exhibitionist's desire to 
shock and I’d be stuck writing 

for the medical press. So thanks 
Dr G And thanks for not pass- 
ing your screen test 
‘ThtstMs, r m a Doctor* returns 
onBBC2,3NoM 8pm. 


VITAL SIGNS 


Breast cancer development 
A new breast cancer screening 
technique, which could replace 
mammography and be used in 
GP’s surgeries, is being evaluat- 
ed by the Institute of Cancer Re- 
search. It involves extracting a 
sample of fluid from the nipple, 
to be analysed for levels of 
prostate specific antigen (PSA), 
a tumour marker previously be- 
lieved to be present only in men. 

US research has shown that 
women secrete PSA in nipple 
fluid, and that rapidly declining 
levels may indicate a cancer is de- 
veloping, says a report in Pulse. 

Like a cat to water... 

Cat lovers prone to allergy are 
usually resigned to life without a 
feline friend. But research pub- 
lished in the Journal of. energy and 
Clinical Immunology has found a 
way to reduce allergic reaction - 
by washing cats thoroughly with 
soap and a hose. This reduces the 
allergen released tty 44 per cent, 
while total immersion in tap water 
reduced it by 79 per cenL The au- 
thors did not explain, however, 
how to wash a cat. 

Plant psychology 

An extract of the plan t grngko bilo- 
ba canstablise dementia and in a 
further 20 per cent of cases im- 
prove cognitive function and so- 
da! behaviour, according to a 
study in the Journal of the Amer- 
ican Medical Association. 

Speccy Four-Eyes lives on 
Children who have to wear glass- 
es often have a negative self im- 
age and are likely to be bullied, 
according to new research com- 
missioned by opticians Doltond & 
Aitchison- Five- to 10-year-olds, 
especially, feel “different" wear- 
ing glasses. Parents, too, are of- 
ten shocked at their child's 
“disability”. Such attitudes stem 
from the times when childen 
wore ugly NHS glasses, say the op- 
ticians. 

Rude health 

Been discharged from hospital 
too earty? Shuck off your GP’s Kst? 
Refused treatment? A new advice 
line, set up ty the Public Law Pro- 
ject to give lt?gal help to these suf- 
fering NHS tereaucraty, will help 
consumers take court action where 
necessary. Call 0171-467 9807. 

Cherrff? Hicks 


Eventually Mis Howe set- 
tled out of court. Had she 
insisted on going ahead and the 
judge bad awarded her one 
penny less than the settlement 
offered, she would have had to 
pay all the court costs, which 
could have ruined her. 

Mrs Howe is now helping 
Austin Mitchell, MP for Great 
Grimsby, to campaign for the 
mandatory registration and 
training of hairdressers. At 
present, although hairdressers 
can voluntarily registerwith the 
Hairdressers Council, there is 
no legal requirement for them 
to do so. Out of some 180,000 
hairdressers in the UK, only 
about 13,000 are registered. 
Mrs Howe does not know if her 
former hairdresser is regis- 


tered or what kind of training 
the staff received; but knowing 
how wrong things can go, she 
feels it will offer at least some 
protection to the consumer. 

Mr Mitchell's 10-minute 
Rule Bill on the Registration of 
Hairdressers was introduced 
in the Commons on 7 July and 
its second reading should take 
place on 28 November. 

“Every other European 
country requires training and 
registration of hairdressers as 
a condition of being able to 
practise." he says. “This would 
upgrade the profession and 
make it more accountable to 
the consumer." 

The Council, of which he is 
a member, received some 3,000 
complaints last year. “But no 


one knows the true scale of the 
problem.” he says. If your hair 
has been damaged. “Either 
you go to law - which is costly 
- or you give up." He would 
also like to see a compensation 
fond set up by the profession, 
which means the consumer 
would avoid going to court, or 
a mandatory requirement for 
public liability insurance, with- 
out which there is little chance 
of compensation if things go 
wrong (Mrs Howe’s hairdress- 
er was insured, so she had 
legal redress). “And even in the 
best salon things can go wrong, 
because they are dealing with 
processes and chemicals which 
can be dangerous." 

Although his Bill is unlikely 
to be heard - it is way down a 


list that includes the anti-fox- 
hunting Bill - he is optimistic 
the government will eventual- 
ly do something. 

For Brenda Howe, the past 
few years have been a long 
process of coming to terms with 
her baldness and, as she puts it, 
of fin ding beraelf again (she went 
on with her studies and got her 
social work diploma). She owns 
three wigs which she chooses de- 
pending on her mood. 

She still has hair at the sides 
and back, but the scarring on 
top is too deep for a transplant 
and she refuses to have just a 
top piece. That would mean go- 
ing to the hairdresser - some- 
thing she cannot bear. “No 
one is going to get near my head 
with chemicals ever again ” 
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Freya Norths first novel 
is still a top seller, but it 
is not her most effective 
writing. How could it 
compare with her own 
reviews of it? asks 
Qendo Cooper. Their 
purpose was trickery, 
their tone poisonous, 
their effect magical. 


li sounds like a novel itself, but 
it’s flot. How does an unknown 
writer get a six-figure publish- 
ing deal when still in her 
twenties? The best writing 
course in the world? family 
connections? Extensive jour- 
nalistic experience? 

No - the best way is to have 
Germaine Greer slag off your 
novels. Or if you can’t get Ger- 
maine to do ii you make the re- 
views upvourselt That’s what 
happened to Freya North, 
whose second novel. Chloc, is 
published next week. 

Despairing of ever getting 
her woris published. North sent 
fabricated reviews of her first 
novel. Sally, to the agent 
Jonathan Lloyd at Curtis 
Brown, with comments sup- 
posedly from Greer, Jilly 
Cooper and Maty Wesley - but 
in fact written by North herself 
The result: she signed a 
£200,000 deal for three books 
before she had even readied 30. 

You’d like to hate Freya 
North for her good fortune, but 
you can’t. Sitting in a cafe in 
north London, she looks like 
what you would imagine her 
heroines to be - petite, blonde 
and attractive, with an infec- 
tious warmth and huge enthus- 
iasm for her work. She can’t 
stop talking about her books 
and the characters she creates, 
who become so real to her that 
she says she even expected to 
see Sally (the eponymous hero- 
ine of her first book) at the 
launch party for the novel. 

Her first two books both take 
as their staple romantic heroine 
women in their twenties, prev- 
iously unlucky in love and 
searching for fulfilment. But 
from there North twists the 
genre. In Sally, the heroine de- 
cides to seduce a man, determ- 
ined to be remembered as the 
great erotic affair of his life. 
Then she has to come to terms 
with her fear of commitment, 
rather than the more common 
theme of commitment-phobic 
men. 

In Chloe, the heroine gives 
up her job (lousy) and her 
boyfriend (awful) to spend a 
year travelling around the four 


Freya North finally found a publisher by faking reviews by Germaine Greer, Jilly Cooper and Mary Wesley 


comers of Britain following 
the instructions in her god- 
mother’s will. A dry humour 
pervades the book as Chloe 
realises who is and who is not 
her perfect man, particularly 
when she catalogues the draw- 
backs of being an artist’s muse. 

Both Sally and Chloe owe 
more to Mary Wesley and Jilly 
Cooper than to her fellow 
“spinsters tT - novelists such as 
Helen Fielding, author of Brid- 
get Jones ’s Diary . and Jane 
Green, who wrote Straight Talk- 
ing and is a good friend of 
North’s - North says they be- 
haved badly at school together. 
Her books are at once darker 
and more optimistic - you 
don’t feel that-' they are all go- 
ing to end happily, but at the 
same time there are more pos- 
itive portrayals of men as three- 
dimensional characters, - not 
just New Men or Bastards. 

As much as her life may 
sound as romantic as her hero- 
ines’ it hasn’t - been. Unlike - 
Lord Byron, she did not awake 
and find herself famous. 
Against family and friends’ ad- 
vice she gave up a PhD in art 
history at the prestigious Cour- 
tauld Institute, and then began 
the long slog to get herself pub- 
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Win a set of MGM Westerns 
and a “Magnificent Seven” 
days in Arizona 



The MGM Westerns 
collection includes the 
very best in western 
movie history. 

Unforgettable scenes 
from these classics will 
tempt every western 
movie buff to own this 
invaluable collection; The 
Good, The Bad and The 
Ugly; For a Few Dollars 
More; The Magnificent 
Seven; The Horse 
Soldiers; The Alamo; 
Hang ‘em High; How Hie 
West Was One; The 
Kentuckians; Red River; 
The Scalphuuters; Pat 
Garrett and Billy The 
Kid and The Big 
Coon try. 


The magnificent 
days holiday, 


seven 

with 


Funway Holidays, will be 
in Scottsdale, Arizona 
“the west’s most western 
town” for 2 adults, 
staying at the Hospitality 
Suite Resort, including a 
weeks car rental and 
return non-stop 

scheduled flights to 
Phoenix. 

To enter this competition 
simply dial 0930 567 717, 
answer the following 
question on tine leaving 
your name and full 
address : 

In which Californian 
town did Clint Eastwood 
serve as Mayor? 

The holiday is 10 be taken between 
1 November & 31 December 
{rtdmjiug35»24 Dec). For a copy of 
Funway Holidays lvJS USA ■ Any 
Way You Ufcc brochure call 0181 
466 (C22 - subject to availability- 
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fished, temping to support her- 
self and living on the dole if she 
couldn’t It took her four years 
to write SaBy, while working as 
a free-lance picture researcher. 

“My parents used to say 
Vhen are you going to get a 
proper job?’ and my friends 
would make jokes about ‘ho, ho 
the great novel’, ” says North. 
“But fd always written, and l 
decided that this was what 1 
wanted to do.” 

North first attempted to get 
Sally published when she had 
written 10 chapters. She sent off 
the first three chapters to three 
publishers. 

“One rejected it One sent 
it . back with a diatribe about 
hew terrible it was and tow you 
couldn't stan a book that way 
[with an explicit sex scene]. The 
third, a large publisher who 
shall remain nameless, asked to 
see the whole manuscript, 
which totally freaked me out. 
Three-and-a-half years on I 
sent the completed novel to 
them; two months later I got a 
run-of-the-mill rejection. Eight 
months after that they were one 
of the houses bidding for it.” 
She giggles. They obviously 
weren’t the successful ones. 

It wasn’t until she had three 


rejections from potential agents 
who all gave what she terms feiriv 
'Txm<onstHictivecriticisn'’ that 
she came up with the wheeze to 
attract attention to her work: 
making up fake reviews, which 
she sent to Jonathan Lloyd at 
Curtis Brown. 

“I thought Germaine Greer 
couldn't stand it -she called my 
heroine Sally Lomax ‘Sally Cli- 
max’. Jilly Cooper was rather 
complimentary about it, and 
Mary Wesley said she was 
watching her back. Marie Claim 
said I was a fresh new voice.” 

But it worked. “They wrote 
to me two days later asking me 
to send my manuscript. F was 
actually just about to go on a 
package holiday to LanZarote 
but obviously I didn’t want to 
say that -so I said I was going 
to be out of the country for two 
weeks, which I thought 
sounded for more impressive. 

“When I came back and 
went in to see them, my manu- 
script was well thumbed and 
they knew it inside out.” 

That was back in November 
1995 and North heard nothing 
until the next January: “I was 
writing Chloe and still temping. 
Then Jonathan Lloyd phoned 
me and said that he was send- 


ing my novel to five publishers 
and fbar be had already had an 
offer that he had rejected 1 
could have killed him. I said 
‘ take it, take it*.” 

She was wrong. She ended 
up with a three-book contract 
for £200,000 after a tense auc- 
tion. “I couldn’t sleep that 
night I didn’t eat I just sat up 
watching the film Pretty Woman 
trying to keep myself occu- 
pied. It was a bigger concept 
than I could deal with andl act- 
ually went on temping for three 
months until I realised I could 
stop.” 

She now- writes from her 
borne from seven in the morn- 
ing until lunch time, when she 
takes a break and goestb see her 
horse Percy ^‘‘bought .before- 
the cheque for my advance had 
even arrived”) and then returns 
’ to edit the morning’s work. “I 
rarely make fundamental 
changes; I just slip in a couple 
more adjectives here or there or 
fiddle with the punctuation." 

“Before I had my deal I pre- 
sumed I was doing it all wrong, 
as one often hears of authors 
who can only write in the dead 
of night or on some windswept 
Welsh hillside. For me, though, 
writing is tremendously enjoy- 


Phofogaph: Andrew Buunman 


able and I don't chain-smoke or 
inhabit some nocturnal bleak 
world. I switch off quite literally 
at 530pm and am always raLher 
amazed when I turn on my PC 
in the morning to see my char- 
acters where I left them. I half 
anticipate they have been gal- 
livanting off behind my back.” 

Fbr those who want to be the 
next Freya North she has the 
following advice: don’t give 
up, discipline yourself to write, 
and thinlc carefully about the 
best way to get your book 
published. 

“7 think my training as a his- 
torian in an academicdisdpftne 
also helped tremendously. : I. » 
do tike the idea Chat I qu&f&w. . , 

say ‘ayah nyah’ to ' 

medics and dentist^ whom I 
knew at univetsty and who said 
that art history was a Mickey 
Mouse subject. 

“You can’t just write a book, 
put it down and expect it to be 
found. Yes I’d recommend fake 
reviews, it did work for me.” 

She grins. “But I wouldn’t try 
them on Jonathan Brown - 1 
think he’s wise to them now.” 

'Chloe’ by Freya North is pub- 
lished by Heinemannon 6 Nov- 
ember. 


‘Some things you cannot foresee - 
like falling in love’ 


The time; 1787 
The place: a Dublin church 
The man: John Rocha, 
fashion designer 


I met a girl at art school in Croydon at the 
end of the Seventies, and after about three 
years we got married and had a daughter. I 
thought it was for life. My own family are very 
close. My father is from Portugal and my 
mother is Chinese. They married for love, so 
I’ve always thought marriage is meant to last. 
But then things happen and you go your sep- 
arate waj^ and you think, OK. that was am b- 
lake. Just six months later we split up. 

But nothing prepared me for how tough 
divorce was going to be. My wife was Irish 
and we had gone to live in Dublin after I grad- 
uated. I was already a sort of public figure 
there, so the Irish press went mad for the sto- 
ry. It was really quite controversial because 
there wasn’t divorce in Ireland. It was all “De- 
signer in Wife Split” and that sort of thing. 
Yes, it was a long time ago, but I remember 
it well because it was one of the saddest mo- 
ments in my life. Not only had my marriage 
broken up, but there was real bitterness about 
the whole thing. 

In Ireland we don't have much gossip, and 
1 came out of it veiy badly, probably because 
I refused to talk to the press. They kept ask- 
ing me for my side of the story and I just didn’t 
want anything to do with them- 1 can put up 
with most things, I have enough stuffing in 
me to survive. Bui it was the people around 
rae that got hurt. We had our daughter and 
we had our friends, and they were all dragged 
into the mess. Someone even spat at roe in 
the street after recognising me from my photo 
in the paper. 

At the end of the day it happened, and 
we were better off apart. Some good things 
came out of that marriage. I have a beauti- 
ful daughter, top of her class, charming and 
independent, and I love her very much. But 
my ex-wife and l still don’t talk much, and 
sometimes that’s just the way things go. 



John Rocha: *1 was sad about 

the divorce, but f just had to move 

on* 

Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


Afterwards 1 didn’t ihink about my career 
much. 1 jus! turned in on myself because I 
couldn’t take any more. It was bad for a while 
and then 1 Just thought, what is happening? 
I used lo believe in myself, and then this. 1 
knew if I didn't move on, life would never get 
better. 

About nine months after my divorce I met 
my future wife, Odette, which turned out to 
be the real turning-point in my life. Odette 
was on the retail side of the fashion business 
and die approached me ahoul doing a col- 


lection for her shop, which I did. It was quite 
successful, so she then suggested we become 
partners. In 1983 we launched the Chinatown 
label together. After becoming partners in 
business we eventually became partners in re- 
lationship. 

Yes, it was very near to my divorce, but 
some things you just cannot foresee, like 
falling in love. You know, I realised that 1 
love life and 1 can get over bitterness in or- 
der to go on living to the full. It didn’t mean 
that I didn’t love my first wife, and it didn’t 
mean that I wasn’t very sad about the divorce, 
but I had to move on. I just fell totally in love. 
Odette gave rae new inspiration, she still 
does, and I just cannot describe the effect 
sbe has bad on my life. She is a dear friend 
and a fantastic mother. 

During the Eighties the Chinatown label 
became really successful We had lots of out- 
lets and women seemed to love the clothes, 
but the business expanded too fast and we 
went bust at the end of the decade. One 
minute everything was so good, and the next 
we had nothing. That was when I went to 
church for the first time since I had left Hong 
Kong, where l was brought up at 17. Rrrsoine 
reason, I don't know why, I just needed to 
sit and think. I thought, what is wrong with 
me? Why are things so good and then so bad? 
So many people relied on me for their liveli- 
hood, and I had let them down. I really didn't 
know what to do. But as I sat in that church 
a feeling just came over me. I just fell I 
couldn't collapse now. I realised I still had 
my love for life, and it was just about find- 
ing the will to go on. It was the same feeling 
that kept me going through tny divorce. 

Those years in the Eighties taught me to 
survive. Nowadays, I don’t look back much, 
I just look to the future. 

John Rocha has designed boxer shorts to sup- 
port the Institute of Cancer Research’s cam- 
paign to raise awareness and funds for male 
cancers. They am on sale at Debenhams. 

Interview by Nicole Veash 
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ing their authority with the offepriiig? Giving drugs 
the parental seal of approval? Looking like a sad old 
hippy? Or do they fear rhat watering down the mes- 
sage of the moment- which is still Just Say No rather 
than explain why - could have dire consequences * 

TJ lee every general ion of parents 1 look back with ^ 
a shudder at the risks I look, and agonise about my 
children doing the same kind of thing, whether it's 
with motorbikes or sex or chemicals. I’d be horrified 
if my 12-year-old started doing drugs before he’s a 
lot older, and on balance I’d probably rather be said 
no until he’s about 90. But this is the real world. At 
12, he's already been offered a spliff on the street. 

Surely it's better that he understands as much as pos- 
sible about what he’s saying no to, or how he might 
feel if he says yes. This approach certainly worked 
with the only adult I know who grew up with par- 
ents who smoked dope openly - she's got well into 
her thirties without getting addicted to anything risk- 
ier than chocolate cake. 

And since I've got first-hand experience, why not 
pass it on to flesh out the sometimes dodgy infor- 
mation he gets elsewhere? There was never a poli- 
cy derision in our family about this; the kids just asked 
questions and we answered them. My son first saw 
his dad roll a joint on a country walk when he was 
about nine, asked what it was and was told. It’s in- 
evitable that the children want to know why a sev- 
en-year-old who died from sniffing glue was doing 
it in the fust place, and why Leah Betts would want 
to take E on her birthday. 

I talk to them about the dregs I used to take ( loads 
of dope and a smidgen of acid in the Seventies; too 
much coke and some weird stuff called MDA in the 
Eighties), and they know their dad smokes cannabis, 
though hardly ever in front of them, and bas taken 
ecstasy. We’ve talked about the illusion of control 
coke can give, and bow you can get to rely on that ^ 
buzz, and that dope can make you feel good, but also 
paranoid and uneasy, and that people who smoke it 
all the time tend to be deeply boring. We’re blunt 
about the hazards of crack and heroin. 

The bottom line of everything we say to the chil- 
dren is that no drug - alcohol, tobacco, cannabis or 
E - is risk free. Their dad also makes a point - rather 
optimistically - of saying he never even touched a fag 
unti 1 he was IS. There’s not much chance our brood 
will watt that long, and that in itself is a sign of the 
gulf between their youth and ours. Of course, it’s 
crossed ray mind that it may be far safer to be eco- 
nomical with the truth. It’s so much easier for chil- 
dren to deal with certainties than wrestle with the notion 
that their parents who are supposed to be good, take 
drugs, which everybody else says are bad Yet their 
choices have to be made in a context of mixed mes- 
sages and few certainties. 

Nor does it feel very comfortable to be commu- J 
mcating ideas which aren’t consistent with the w* \ 
school s line on drugs, or with what their friends’ ton- ; J 
dies thmk. So the boys are aware there's a double C 
standard and that they have to be careful about what 

change, don t think we'd aait rolling joints man; open 
ly or go to score en famine, AllbmSj ns a 

And perhaps that is the real reason for 
front about chugs - that there’s ^ up 

mg your mum’s done something to 

our and mystique. My son is mad abo^l Lfc 
magazines and song lyrics which kmd of 

jifee a way of life fof really rodneonle Se ? m M 

taous that his mum isTtiriruS h ^ he also *- 

She tries. If l p i ay my cards L however hard 

to pull off a total ^ KvaJhstT ** mana ^ 

ioaandSaffiein AbFab 

dean as a rejection of mysad s 9 uea ^y 

On second thoughts. I’d rafficTht d 

po-faced. But only time wUUell 3 !ittIe less 





i * 




19/VISUAL ARTS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 
2S OCTOBER 



Margaret MelHs on the beach at South wold - a rich source of raw material for recent constructions like ‘Number 35’ (below, lefty, whose intuitive freshness owes more than a passing debt to the work of Alfred Wallis, the naive sailorncunv 
painter of St Ives, much of whose legacy — including ‘Voyage to Labrador*, c 1935-36 (below, right) - Mellis once rescued from the flames Artist's photograph: Brian Harris. Wallis photo: Tate Gallery 


A beachcomber’s life, garnering treasures from the tide 
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Art was not Margaret 
Mellis’s first choice of 
career, she tells Andrew 
Lambirth , but it became 
her life. And what a fife - 
she survived marriage, 
war and fleas to find 
peace and inspiration on 
the shores of Suffolk. 


Margaret Mellis was bom in 
China of Scottish parents S3 

ID years ago. She is a determined, 
humorous woman, eager for 
life. Small in stature, elegant 
and fineboned, she is refresh- 
ingly unorthodox. Her father 
was a missionary, but returned 
ro enlist as a soldier when the 
Fust Wbrid War broke out “He 
was a Captain and ADC to a 
General, and he enjoyed that 
more than being a missionary. 
I bad my first birthday on 
board the ship coming back, to 
England. It was very annoying 
because I can remember things 

^ from when 1 was onc-and-a-half 

%? years old. So if my parents had 
stayed for another six months, 
I would have remembered Chi- 
no, and that would have been 
much more interesting!” 

She became a painter almost 
by chance. “When I was three, 
I decided 1 was going to be a 
musician, and at 15 I was al- 
lowed to leave school to be a 
pianist. I’d always painted for 
fun. Someone saw what I’d 
done and said I should go to art 
school. My parents would 
rather I went to the art school 
as Td still be in Edinburgh, 
whereas if I studied music I'd 
have had to go to London. As 

'•-simple as that. So she attend- 

jRfed Edinburgh College of Art 
from 1929 until 1933. “I never 
regretted it - music’s frightful- 
ly hard work especially if you’re 

bad at reading it, which I was. 

I really painted for pleasure all 
the tim e - 1 never stopped. It 
wasn't hard work because I 
wanted to do it so much.’* 

SJ PCploe, one of the most 
noted of that group of painters 
known as the Scottish Colour- 
ists, came to teach for a year. 
“I was his best pupil- 1 always 
managed to make things the 
right colour. He didn’t like to 
say anything, but would walk 
round and stand behind you 
and look at your work. I knew 
exactly what to do the minute 
he started looking at my paint- 
ing, I could suddenly see what 
was wrong with it The other 
people didn’t seem to feel the 
same; they wanted him to say 
something.’’ Mellis shares the 
,S<v>ttish feeling for colour “It s 
the only thing I’ve never had 
any trouble with whatever.” 



In 1933 she went to Paris to 
study with the Cubist painter 
Andre Lhote. “I was just ready 
for that. He concentrated on 
structure, but you couid use any 
colour you liked. He very much 
liked one painting that I did and 
asked to keep it. I said he 
couldn't as I had to send it back 
home or my parents wouldn’t 
send me any money to stay on!” 
With another girl, a fellow stu- 
dent, she travelled through Eu- 
rope and across to Tangier. By 
the time they reached Flo- 
rence, her companion’s money 
had run out, so she returned 
home. Not to be deterred, Mel- 
lis went on by herself to Yfenice, 
then back to Paris via Munich, 
where she knew there was a big 
Cezanne exhibition. 

It was at that exhibition that 
she met her future husband, the 
art historian and painter Adri- 
an Stokes. “1 saw this curious 
person, obviously English and 
quite different from everybody 
else, and much older than any- 
body Td been going about with. 
I went in to see the Mooet paint- 
ings and 1 hadn’t been there for 
five minutes when he came in. 
I knew he was going to try to 
pick me up so I sat down and 
waited for him." The attraction 
was intellectual as much as 
physical. Mellis was devoted to 
the work of Matisse, and Stokes 
understood her passion. “He 

was the only person 1 found who 

appreciated that colour was 
just as important as anything 

else. At that time everybody was 
interested in ‘significant- form’ 
(Roger Fry’s phrase). Adrian 

was writing a book called Cg&w" 
and Form and had just started 
painting. He was quite good - 
he had a very subtle sense of 
colour, and nice paint quality. 
His idea was to use all the 
colour, to turn things into hgfct- 
Mine was just to make the 
colours be the colours. 


Moving to London, Mellis 
attended the Euston Road 
School with Stokes’s encour- 
agement; she lasted a year. Al- 
though it was associated with a 
rather dingy realism, its chief at- 
traction for her was as a place 
you could go at night to draw. 
After a year of getting to know 
each other, Stokes and Mellis 
married, and in 1939 moved to 
St Ives, a precaution against the 
coming war. It wasn't the 
cheapness of Cornwall which 
was the attraction, as Stokes was 
comparatively well off. “He 
wanted to get out of London, 
lead a healthy life and get on 
with his work. He also thought 
we ought to rescue Ben Nichol- 
son and Barbara Hepworth 
because they had triplets. So 
they all came down, plus a 
cook and nurse, and invaded 
the house. They stayed for 
about six months, and they 
were very difficult people. Adri- 
an kept saying, ‘You'll have to 
be careful, tbey’U try and make 
you change everything.’ I was 
completely adamant I wouldn't 
change a thing. They were 
much older, and his friends 
rather Than mine.” 

Other refugees arrived: the 
Russian constructivist Naum 
Gabo among them. They even 
tried to persuade Mondrian to 
come down, but be resisted. 

Among these avant-garde 
artists, Mellis began to feel 
that Euston Road painting was 
a reactionary influence; the 
older artists did indeed begin 
to effect a change. “I started do- 
ing some white still lifes which 
Ben liked. Then he said, ‘Why 
don't yon do a collage?’ - 
about 20 times. In the end I did, 
and it was very exciting. I had 
to think in a diff erent way. In- 
stead of doing it via colour as 
I did before, I had to think 
about me shape. Then I start- 
ed making paper structures, and 



'-mm r> '- ■ T* ' 'lie ' - ' 


began to use plywood. A new 
medium is always very exciting 
and things happen. I went on 
working like that until Adrian 
quarrelled with Ben about a 
book on Alfred Wallis that 
Sven Berlin wanted to write. 
Ben thought Sven would- write 
something deleterious about 
him, so he asked Adrian to 
make sure he didn't say any- 
thing nasty. Everybody was so 
jealous of everybody else." The 
small community lived very 
much in each other’s pockets. 

Alfred Wallis (1855-1942) 
was a one-off, a simple self- 
taught original painter of ships, 
who only began painting when 
he was 70. He was taken up by 
Ben Nicholson and Christopher 
Wood, and influenced their 
theories of simplicity, purity and 
naivety in art. Mellis knew 
Willis well. “He was someone 
completely wrapped up in his 
own ideas. You couldn’t get to 
know him. He wouldn’t be in- 
terested in you or anybody, 
though he was aware of all the 
painters. He slightly despised 
them at the same time as think- 
ing he probably wasn't as good 
as they were. 2 always thought, 
he was better than Adrian and 
Ben. There was nothing artifi- 
cial about him, everything he 
did was completely true.” Af- 
ter his wife died, he lived alone 
in a very simple way, and paint- 
ed. Mellis visited him and 
bought a picture. 

“Then, after about two 
years, the person who brought 
his food couldn't go on doing 
it and Wallis told Ben one day 
‘The next time you come to see 
me I won’t be here.* Ben didn't 
do anything about it and the 
very next time he went, W hllis 
had disappeared and gone to 
Madron. He’d been taken off 
there by the Relieving Officer, 
who had put all his paintings in 
a pile on the table. He was go- 


ing to burn them, so we all went 
rushing down. 

“We were standing in a row 
looking at these things. I was the 
first in and I suddenly felt nip, 
nip, nip on my ankles. But I was 
so anxious to look at the pictures 
I didn't do anything. Then I said, 
Tm being bitten!' But they 
only replied, ‘Don’t be silly!' I 
had navy blue trousers on and 
I looked down and they were 
red with fleas. Huge red fleas 
up to my knees. So we quickly 
bundled the pictures into a rug, 
stuck them in the car and began 
to drive back lo Qirbis Bay. 

“Halfway there, Ben got out 
in his natty blue shorts, white 
shirt, white cap and white 
shoes, and walked into the sea 
up to his neck. He waited there 
till there wasn't a flea abouL But 
be didn't have any fleas. We got 
into the garden, took all our 
clothes off and had towels 
brought out. We put ail our 
clothes in the bath with weights 
on them to keep them under 
water to make the fleas crawl 
out and up the bath. It ab- 
solutely ruined all the clothes 
because the weights were rusty. 
And we went on having fleas for 
about six months, though in the 
end we got rid of them." 

Alfred Wallis was a retired 
seaman and one-time rag-and- 
bone man. He painted on odd 
bits of cardboard in ship’s paint 
As Mellis remembers: “People 
gave Wallis two shillings for a 
picture. Ben and Adrian 
thought it would spoil him to 
get more money. It wouldn't 
have. Nothing would have 
spoiled him. I thought that 
was very bad - they ought to 
have given him more.” Whllis 
became a sort of patron saint 
of British modernism, a vi- 
sionary who, like William 
Blake, conversed with spirits. 
His boats sometimes found 
harbour upside-down amidst 


tremendously tall trees or a 
great bridge. His example 
proved that artists could suc- 
cessfully make their own rules. 

Id 1 946 Mellis left Cornwall 
and in her work relumed to rep- 
resentational painting. It was a 
crisis-point in her life. The mar- 
riage to Adrian Stokes had end- 
ed, leaving Mellis with a young 
son to bring up. Staying at Cap 


cf Antibes, she met Frands Davi- 
son, whom she was later to 
marry. They went to live in a 
20Oyear-old cottage in Suffolk, 
with four acres of land, and 
stayed there 25 years. In the ur- 
gent need to make money they 
began to keep bens and sell the 
eggs, but this rather tied them 
to the place. Mellis carried on 
painting, journeying once again 


back into abstraction, and Davi- 
son followed suit, making the 
collages for which he has be- 
come celebrated. At this point 
Mellis was making colour struc- 
tures with curious optical effects. 

In 1976 they moved to 
South wold. Walking the beach- 
es, they collected driftwood 
for fuel “One day I was just go- 
ing to burn a round red piece, 
a fantastic shape, when 1 
thought. ‘How idiotic!' and I 
took it out of the fire and put 
it in my studio. After that oth- 
er things collected and I start- 
ed using them." The pieces of 
driftwood were generally used 
as found in their particular 
shapes and colours -assembled 
and screwed together to make 
wafl-reliefe. Another strand of 
work developed in 1987. when 
Mellis began to draw flowers 
from life (after a break of more 
than 40 years) on the backs of 
opeoed-oul envelopes. These 
exquisite still lifes have a life- 
affirming freshness typical of 
this great, intuitive and mar- 
vellously distinguished anisL 

Exhibition: Kapil Jariwala, 4 
New Burlington Street, Lon- 
don W1 {0171-437 2172) 
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The fight for European democracy: time for us to lead 
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For the “most important political decision 
in a generation" from this most political 
of Chancellors. Gordon Brown’s pro- 
nouncement yesterday was oddly blood- 
less. Hie passionlessness was not just due 
to the way the Government was bounced 
into it. It was more the decision to stick 
with an “elite” approach to the question 
of further European integration. EMU is 
not a popular project by inception, but it 
wfl] be in its effects. It win, one way or an- 
other, subject the citizens of participating 
countries to great strains (as well as of- 
fering them great opportunities). So far 
their assent has been ambiguous, recent 
elections in France and Hamburg notwith- 
standing. The British promise of a refer- 
endum remains, by contrast, a gold 
standard of popular participation. Yet a 
people’s prime minister. let alone a 
people’s Chancellor, needs to do a lot more 
than Gordon Brown signalled yesterday 
to win hearts. let alone votes, if the 
nation ever gets the choice. 


And political preparation is not some- 
thing that can be postponed to the new 
threshold date of 2002. British people will, 
willy-nilly, be affected by the launch of a 
'common currency in 1999 and not just - 
as Mr Brown seemed to imply - as con- 
sumers and savers. Getting the nation’s act 
together cannot just bea matter of rewrit- 
ing computer programmes and redrafting 
financial contracts. EMU is a political pro- 
ject. It has to do, in large part, with die 
fears and hopes of the political estab- 
lishments of France and Germany, want- 
ing to forge a particular kind of bond 
between their two nations, and by exten- 
sion their smaller allies; the adherence of 
Italy, Spain and the rest is an after- 
thought. Where does Britain St in? 

The right answer, we believe, is that a 
modernising, setf-confideat Britain, can 
fight for the democratic machinery th.it 
the project has so far lacked. If the EU is 
to tolerate the single currency, with all the 
strains and pain that that will sometimes 


involve, it wQl need more political legit- 
imacy than our Union of the Elites cur- 
rently enjoys. It will need fully open 
institutions, which meet in public, and dear 
legal boundaries between what is rightfully 
the preserve of the-Unkra and what be- 
longs to the states that comprise it It will 
need the Commission to be shadded and . 
subservient, reduced to the administrative 
arm of a dommant Council of elected min- 
isters, who most-be more accountable to 
national parliaments than they mostly are 
at present It will need referenda on im- 
portant issues; systemic dissent; parlia- 
mentary revolts and leaders of a European 
opposition. It will, in short, need to grow 
into a living democratic system. 

Nbonemuch wants to hear this argu- 
ment yet. But it is coming, inexorably. The 
single currency will bring better European 
democracy, or it will self-destruct, as 
those who lose oat blame the central bank 
and the rich resent the higher taxes nec- 
essary to help the losers. Who better than 


Tony Blair, a jwsg refoimerbeginning 
to reshape his own country's democracy, . 
to articulate the next big shift in European 
thinking? That would be leadership. That 
wouldanswer, condusjvely, thequeslion 
that haunts our sister states on the Con- 
tinent; what is Britain for? 

. ^Itwo^doertriz^bepoiKilaratliome. 
Abolishing sterling will bite deeply into 
what people understand by national sov- 
ereignly, and so their sense of themselves 
as political actors. How will they hope to 
call tonccod^ aa instituticra as remote yet 
aspowerMasthejsopo^pohtxal coun- 
cil -needed to enfaroe the stability pact 
- let alone the European Central Bank? 
lb declare, as Gordon JBrown did, that 
there is no constitutional bar to the Unit- 
ed Kingdom’s membership is hot even to 
begin to address the most vesting question 
of monetary union - that this is a project 
hatched in dianreJfaries, finance ministries 
and boardrooms with, so far, a minimum 
of public understanding or excitement. 
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Religion in schools 

Sir: School is the one place 
where we mix freely, and learn 
from the earliest age to explore, 
to interact, to find common 
ground and to make friend- 
ships. Trevor Phillips writes 
(“Beware the intolerant cer- 
tainties nf European liberals", 
25 October) that he “finds it 
hard to remember which of my 
classmates was a Muslim and 
which a Hindu". It was exactly 
because (hey were his class- 
mates that he failed to make 
this distinction, and because 
Jews, Christians and Muslims 
were able to live and work 
side by side in harmony in 
Guyana. 

In this country too, a largely 
integrated education system 
has been of immeasurable ben- 
efit tousalL If you don’t believe 
this, witness a generation of 
angry young adults who have 
been channelled into separate 
“special school” education be- 
cause they arc disabled, and 
now argue, quite rightly, that 
the able-bodied have no con- 
cept of their lives. Or the 
hermetically-sealed orthodox 
Jewish community in Stam- 
ford Hill (where I live), where 
there is no social interaction be- 
tween children or adults of 
that community with anyone 
outside their own faith. 

The Government must do 
whatever it takes to avoid fund- 
ing more religious schools. If it 
means reviewing policy on 
funding of existing Christian 
schools, so be it. Nothing less 
than the social fabric of our so- 
ciety is at stake. 

SABRINA AARONOVTTCH 
London N16 

Sin There is no room or point 
in trying to answer all the Ac- 
cusations and arguments 
against “liberals" advanced by 
Trevor Phillips (25 October), 
but it is worth pointing out that 
he has the right to insult liber- 
als in a liberal paper because 
liberals established this and all 
the other freedoms he enjoys in 
this liberal country. 

In the same way, liberals 
have the right to criticise ob- 
jectionable aspects of religious 
or non-religious systems of be- 
lief and behaviour, and also to 
criticise proposals for the legal 
protection or financial support 
of such systems. "Hiis is not “Is- 
lamophobia", but a reasonable 
and realistic opposition to the 
official encouragement of any 


kind of religious or non-reli- 
gious divisions in an already 
dangerously divided society. 
NICOLAS WALTER 
Rationalist Press Association 
London N1 

Sir. 1 teach GCSE Islamic Stud- 
ies at Zakaria Muslim Girls’ 
School, the school portrayed in 
the photograph which accom- 
panied Polly Tbynbee’s article 
(23 October). As part of their 
syllabus, the girls are taught to 
challenge the assumptions of 
their religion and to consider 
the rights and wrongs of al- 
ternative points of view. 

Ws hope that our school will 
produce the professional Mus- 
lim women of the future. Of our 
last year’s Year 1 1, several are 
now studying A levels, while the 
rest are in our own sixth form, 
where they study for GNVQs 
and other courses taught by fe- 
male lecturers from the college. 
They are not cut off from main- 
stream culture. 


Many people have been de- 
ploring the lack of moral val- 
ues among the young, so it is 
surprising to read such an at- 
tack on schools which try to pro- 
mote an ethical atmosphere. 
SUMTYAMANN 
Zakaria Muslim Girls’ 

High School 
Barley 

West Yorkshire 

Sir To deny parents in a plur- 
alist society an input into their 
children's religious and moral 
education, and to argue for the 
imposition by the state of one 
ideology over others, is the 
exact same approach which 
Polly Toynbee finds unaccept- 
able in certain Islamic states. 

Perhaps the answer is for 
“rationalists" to recognise that 
they have no monopoly on rea- 
son, and that their views and 
assumptions are, like all others, 
culturally conditioned. 

The Rev PETER TROW 
Farehanu Hampshire 


Abortion law 

Sir: Cardinal Basil Hume 
speaks of abortion as being 
“wrong” (“Hume asks Blair 
for abortion lead", 27 October). 
The basis of that assertion is 
that it is contrary to the precepts 
laid down by his God. 

None of us objects to him 
declaring it to be contrary to 
the teachings of his church 
and such as will lead to ex- 
communication from the 
church. It is the prerogative of 
a “club" to lay down the rules 
for membership of that dub 
and to expel those who do not 
comply. 

What I object to Vs the wish 
of the members of such 
churches to dictate to non- 
members that we shall comply 
with their rules of morality. 
Such dictation is the root of 
Fascism; in the United Slates 
it has already led to harassment 
and even murder. 

Some of us are in favour of 


a law which would permit abor- 
tion on demand. That would 
not be dictatorial because it 
would never oblige anyone to 
have an abortion. Those who 
wish to bring all foetuses to 
birth are free to do so. 

The present law is a rea- 
sonable compromise between 
two irreconcilable points of 


fenng points of view. 

SGRATWICK 

Sevenoaks 

Kent 

TV licence fraud 

Sir The purpose of writing to 
black-and-white television li- 
cence holders (letters, 23 and 
25 October) is to seek the co- 
operation of the public in sep- 
arating genuine black-and- 
white licence holders from 


those that are fraudulent. The 
letters also serve as a reminder 
to people trading in black- 
and-white sets for colour who 
hadn't thought to change their 
licence. 

TV Licensing estimates 
that around 50 per cent of 
Britain's black-and-white li- 


censing is currently managmg 
a national blitz campaign to 
combat this type of fraud. 
This includes ensuring our 
customer records are accurate 
and up-to-date. We do this by 
letter or a visit from an enquiry 
officer. 

Any kind of television li- 
cence evasion is not only 
against the law but is also un- 
fair on the 21.5 million people 
who pay every year. 
TONYKTIT 
Director, TV Licensing 
Bristol 


Ban the car park 

Sir. With umpteen bus routes 
virtually passing the door, four 
tube stations within a quarter 
of a kfiometre, and three main- 
line BR- stations less than a 
healthy 20 minutes walk away, 
why should employees at the 
British Museum have been al- 
lowed use of expensively ac- 
quired public land as a car park 
in the first place? (“A week in 
the arts". 25 October). 

The way to curb the car is 
to make senior f and other) civil 
servants use public transport. 
All parking (except for dis- 
abled drivers) at publicly 
owned buildings should be 
progressively banned. When 
the head of the civil service, 
chief executives of local auth- 
orities, and boss-men of 
quangos have to use public 
transport, we shall soon see 
rapid improvements. 
NORMAN T SHEPHERD 
Bristol 


view and should not be inter- 
fered with. It is only by such 
compromises that a society can 
contain people of widely dif- 


cences are bought for colour 
televisions, resulting in a loss 
of arou nd £ 1 5m in licence fee 
revenue every year. TV Li- 


Gay lifestyle 

Sin To compare the “risks of a 
homosexual lifestyle" to the f 

dangers of drink-driving (letter, 

25 October) is to suggest that 
homosexuality is some kind of 
reckless choice for which one 
should be condemned; an anal- 
ogy which is both inappropriate 
and offensive. 

Of course I can choose 
how often I have sex and how 
safely, but to suggest that I 
should exercise a choice over 
whether I have sex at all. or 
over the gender of the person 
I have sex with, is to suggest 
that, as a gay man, I have less 
right than a heterosexual Co the 
joy that an intimate relation- 
ship can bring. 

NICK BAILEY f 

London $W17 

Sin After all the information 
about HIV and Aids, can it re- 
ally be true that someone in the 
medical profession has still not 
learnt that it is not one’s sexu- 
ality. or indeed the sexual act, 
which puts one at risk, but 
rather whether that act is car- 
ried out safely. 

In Africa and India (and in- 
creasingly in this country). Dr 
Hugh J Thomson's letter could 
be rewritten with the word 
“homosexual" simply replaced 
by “heterosexual". # 

PETER J RIMMER 
London EC2 

Sin I am curious to know why 
Dr Hugh J Thomson has adopt- 
ed the “medical lifestyle”; not 
least because doctors 
apparently have a well- 
documented tendency towards 
higher than usual rates of sui- 
cide and alcoholism. 

Dr ALAN J BULLION 
Tunbridge Wells. 

Kent 

Animal testing G 

Sin Dr Martin Rosendaal (let- 
ter, 23 October) finds it inap- 
propriate for The Independent 
to devote its front page to the 
suffering of “only” 2,800 ani- 
mals for testing cosmetics. 

The numbers are irrelevant 
to the importance of the moral 
debate. Instead they add weight ■ 
to the anti-vivisection argu- 
ment: why retain such a con- 
troversial and ethically dubious 
practice if it is in any case hardly 
ever used? 

BILL LINTON 
l^ondon N13 


So, Professor, is this desipience we are talking about, or old-fashioned ad-speak? 



MILES 

KINGTON 


I am very glad to welcome 
back the learned Professor 
Wordsmith, who as usual has 
been researching the English 
l an guage in saloon bars up and 
down the country. He is not 
only well versed in the ora] trad- 
ition. but also has a sound 
backing in scholarly knowledge, 
so be is, if not omniscient in 
matters of linguistics and ety- 
mology, at least multiscient, if 
there is such a word. Is there in 
fact such a word. Professor? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
There may well be, but if there 
is. it is not one! have come across 
in the snug of the Green Man. 

Wril answered! And new, on 
with your questions, and a]] 
yours. Prof! 

Professor, l was recently 


reading through an old edition 
of Stephen Leacock's book, 
Literary Lapses. Stephen Lea- 
cock was, as you know, a Ca- 
nadian humorist - indeed, 
some would say, the Canadian 
humorist although he was in 
fact bora on the Isle of Wight 
and went to Canada only after 
has birth, so that you might say 
bee the Greg Rusedski of hum- 
our, in that be adopted a 
transatlantic nationality in 
which to become famous ... 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Have l missed something, or do 
you have a question? 

Yes, I was just coming to it. 
Welt in the back of this pre-war 
edition of the Leacock book 
there are advertisements for 
other books by Stephen Lea- 


cock, such as Nonsense Novels 
and Moonbeams From die Lar- 
ger Lunacy. At least, I suppose 
they are called advertisements. 
We don't seem to have this cus- 
tom any more, of devoting the 
back pages of books to plugging 
other books, sometimes by 
quite different authors ... 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
l see. And you *vortf to know 
whether there is a name for 
these old-style book advertise- 
ments in the backs of books? 
Well as far as I know ... 

No, I don’t want to know 
that. What 1 want to know 
about is something rather puzz- 
ling I found in one review of 
Nonsense Novels, which is 
quoted in the back under the 
heading “Press Opinions". 


They cile the Spectator as say- 
ing: “We can assure our read- 
ers who delight in mere joyous 
desipience that they will find a 
rich harvest of laughter here ...” 
1 was pulled up short by the 
word “desipience", which I had 
never come across before, and 
I thought how odd i( was tofiud 
such a learned word in a book 
review. 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
And you want to know what 
“desipience means? Well I have 
to sav I'm afraid it is not a word 
/... 

No, I looked up “desip- 
fence’’ in the dictionary, and it 
simply means “childishness", 
“silliness", “trivial amusement". 
Whai really interested me was 
the way the word was once com- 


mon enough to be used in a 
book review and a book ad, but 
has vanished from everyday 
lang ua g e and indeed from most 
dictionaries - it isn’t in Collins 
Concise or the big Cambridge 
paperback dictionary, though it 
is in Cassell's - and I wondered 
if there was any word to de- 
scribe this process of a word 
disappearing from everyday 
use? 

Professor Wordsmith writes : 
I haven’t the faintest idea. Could 
we have a question from some- 
one else, please ? This fellow is 
getting me dawn. 

What is the difference be- 
tween a “warranty" and a 
“guarantee”? Is there in fact a 
technical and legal difference? 
Or is it, as I suspect, another 


example of ye olde advertiser's 
talk, whereby people choose the 
older of two terms to describe 
something because it sounds a 
bit more trustworthy? So com- 
mercials tend to use the word 
“deanse" instead of “dean", be- 
cause h sounds deeper, and they 
say “proven” instead of 
“proved" because they think it 
sounds as if it has more old- 
foshioned values. And this even 
applies to spelling, when people 
write “fayre” instead of ‘fejr", 
and “ye olde" instead of "the 
old". Similarly, might not “war- 
ranty" just be an anarchic form 

of "guarantee" with no funher 

implications than a guarantee 0 
Professor Wordsmith writes * 
f think you have a vey&odpoitit 
there, though whether you are 
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Gordon Brown crosses the 
monetary Rubicon 



DONALD 
MACINTYRE 
BRITAIN AND THE 
SINGLE CURRENCY 


The markets are sniffy. Elements of the Mur- 
doch press express relief (hat Gordon Brown 
has "saved the pound" for another five years. 
The stalwarts of pro-Europeanism across the 
parties worry that the Government is still 
hedging its bets on the singje currency. Af- 
ter two miserable weeks for him and for the 
Government, Gordon Brown consumatelv 
look command of the House of Commons 
yesterday. But has anything changed? Has 
the Chancellor done more, in a statement 
every word of which was endlessly dis- 
cussed and agreed with Tony Blair, than slciU- 
fully repair some short-term political damage 
while leaving the most momentousdecision 
facing Britain as open as it was? 

Despite sceptical voices to the contrary, 
the answer is yes, a lot more. No doubt the 
EU governments will lake some persuading 
that this was really the historic medium term 
co mm it m ent to EMU entry that Brown pre- 
sented it as. This was nevertheless a state- 
ment that will come to look more rather than 
less significant Yesterday the Government 
did what it shrunk from doing in opposition 
in the run up to the election. The previous 
government’s stance was -just-“Wiit and 
See". There have been times in the past fort- 
night when it looked as though the best the 
present government could do was convert 
that to "Whit. And then see." But yesterday 
the Blair government came down on the ride 
of something much closer to “Prepare and 
Join." And in doing so the Prime Minister 
has taken what may yet be the most impor- 
tant gamble of his premiership. 

The gamble is this. EMU is nowpublicfy, 
inescapably, and accountably part of the 
Blair project in a way it wasn’t at 3.40 yes- 
terday afternoon when Brown got up to 
speak, ft therefore follows that unless mon- 
etary union collapses, or proves to be an eco- 
nomic disaster, a Blair administration 
cannot avoid entry by the early part of the 
next century without - once a real though 
as yet unidentified point has been reached 
- hearaorraging credibility ever month it 
delays. And that means first that Blair will 
have to fight the next election, unlike the 
last, clearly and perhaps dangerously divided 
from the Tories on tbe greatest decision the 
country now faces; and secondly that be will 
subsequently have to win a referendum on 
a single currency against a possibly rein-' 
vigorated Tory party, in order to prevent his 
administration limping to certain defeat at 
the election after that 

Of course there are all sorts of seduc- 
tive words that will offer themselves as an 
alibi if it looks politically difficult to join 
shortly after a Labour victory, if there is one, 
in the next election. WDl EMU really be 
visibly “successful"? Will we perhaps need 
another fen years to judge it? Wfll all those 
rather subjective “economic tests" which 
Brown specified yesterday have been met? 
(The one objective one, measurable eco- 
nomic convergence, almost certainly wfll 


have been.) But that shouldn't disguise the 
realities that underlie Brown's coimnitment 
yesterday to prepare for the single currency. 
Business, surely, will only allow the Gov- 
ernment to retreat behind those words if they 
mean something. There is a momentum now 
and it points, far all the qualifications, to 
the Government doing ail it can to secur- 
ing a yes vote in an EMU referendum ear- 
ly in the next century. 

The importance of yesterday's an- 
nouncement is underpinned by another as- 
pect which looks minor but isn’t. In the 
endless to-ing and fro-ing during the many 
meetings and telephone calls between 
Brown, Blair and a small group of ministers 
and officials in the past few days, a crucial 
poim at Issue has been ihe factor most wor- 
rying convinced pro-European politicians 
and businessmen: the projection of tbe de- 
cision as one for after the next election and 
nol before it. Many of the captains of in- 
dustry queued up al the beginning of last 
week to register with friendly ministers their 
deep dismay at reading a weekend Times 
headline ruling out a single currcnqr in the 
present parliament. Men like Adair Tim- 
er, director general of the CBI, and Niall 
Fitzgerald, chairman of UniJvcr, have ac- 
cepted that it won’t be before the year 2000 
that Britain's economic cycle will be suffi- 
ciently synchronised with Europe's: which 
means that it probably won't be until then 
that the UK will be able to tolerate, with min- 
ima/ risks, the lower interest rates that sin- 
gle currency entry will require. Bui the 
businessmen also argue persuasively that 
once that point is passed, there may be no 
economic reason for not joining. Brown's 
statement won't wholly satisfy (he busi- 
nessmen. Butthey should be somewhat mol- 
lified not just by the clear statement of 
commitment in principle to joining a suc- 
cessful single currency, but also to his care- 
ful qualification that “barring unforeseen 
circumstances" entry will not take place in 
the current parliament. 

The idea of a bald statement that the gov- 
ernment had decided not to join in the pre- 
sent parliament was certainly discussed by 
Brown with Blair. There were advantages in 
making it. The limited period between eco- 
nomic convergence around the turn of the 
century and the general election was always 
likely to make the risks of a pre-election-ref- 
erendum too daunting to consider. It might 
wefl be winnabie; what makes the stakes un- 
brearably high is that if you lost, perhaps 
against the odds , youlose everything, or more - 
precisely the second full term which Blair 
has pledged to be the first Labour Prime Min- 
ister to deliver. It was quite widely, tfnotwel- 
comed, at least understood, according to 
ministers who spend time in Europe, by most 
EU governments that entry was unlikely in 
the current parliament. Given those reali- 
ties why not make a virtue of it. look deci- 
sive, and at the same time avoid the 
continued speculation about ERM entry that 
dogged the Thatcher government ? The for- 
mula agreed by Brown and Blair, however, 
is more skillful In the real world there is al- 
most no chance of British EMU entry hap- 
pening in the parliament. But by keeping 
open - jusi - tbe theoretical possibility, tbe 
Government underlines rather than under- 
mines its commitment to EMU. 

Having made a harder choice than it may 
look, the Government cannot stand back. It 
will have to try and persuade, and if cannot 
persuade, defeat strident press opposition. 

It will have to start preparing public opin- 
ion for something it is. at present, singular- 
ly unprepared for. By fading, for electoral 
reasons, when in opposition, adequately to 
lead public opinion towards Europe , it has 
made its own job all the harder. But on com- 
pletion of that task, rests not only the suc- 
cess of tbe policy unveiled yesterday, but the 
long term survival of the Blair hegemony; 


Montserrat tells a story of failure, 
incompetence and callousness 



FRAN 

ABRAMS 

TALKS TO 
DAVID BRANDT 


On the third floor of an office 
set in a quid Westminster side 
street the Chief Minister of 
Montserrat. David Brandt, sits 
flanked by his special adviser and 
one of his ministers. The at- 
mosphere is calm; the words 
measured ~ a far cry from the 
heat and anger that the island's 
crisis has generated in recent 
months. But what these men 
have come to say, if true, could 
prove devastating for the long- 
term reputation of the British 
government Today Mr Brandt 
will lay before MPs a catalogue 
of what he believes to be failure, 
incompetence and downright 
callousness in tbe face of dire 
need on the part of his people. 

The pendulum has swung 
back and forth through (he 
long summer since the vol- 
cano In the Soufriere Hills 
erupted in June, killing 19 peo- 
ple. At first the news reports 
showed the British government 

• doing all they could; sending the 
HMS Liverpool to evacuate is- 
landers from (bis dependent 
territory and helping to put up 
temporary shelters. Then it be- 
came dear that the Montser- 
rat! ans were not all abjectly 
gralefuL In fact, many of them 
did not want to leave, and even 
more felt that they were getting 

• too little, too late. After all, tbe 
volcano had begun erupting two 
years previously, in 1995. 

Now the Montserrat gov- 
ernment has come to put its side 
of the stoiy . And it is not an ed- 
ifying tale. Whatever the truth 
of the allegations - and truth 
has been something of a 
precious commodity through- 
out this sorry saga - they build 
a picture of an island race who 
feel their very existence is un- 
der threat. 

Mr Brandt hints that it 
would be easiest for some 
British officials if Montserrat 
simply ceased to erisL Ministers 
here have talked of their pow- 
erlessness to cut through the 
maze of government depart- 
ments and bureaucracy that 
rules this dependent territory, 
but he has another view. 

“When they wanted to evac- 
uate the people they did it 
quickly, they didn't have to 
write up a prqjeci for -that. But 
when it comes to alleviating the 
hardship of the people, all 
kinds of obstacles are placed in 
the way," he says. 

• Few facts about this dis- 



The Chief Minister of Montserrat, David Brandt, in London yesterday 


tressing situation are undis- 
puted. but the conditions of 
those remaining on the island 
are quite clear. Even the num- 
bers of people are uncertain - 
Mr Brandt soys 4,000. Clare 
Short has suggested between 
2,500 and 3,000 - but it is cer- 
tainly true that two years on 
many of them live in appalling 
conditions in temporary shel- 
ters, with 40 or 50 people shar- 
ing a single privy in some cases. 

Mr Brandt says tbe other 
Caribbean countries have 
promised 30 pre-fabricaled two 
bedroomed houses, which will 
be delivered next week. Ja- 
maica has promised to supply 
soldiers to put them up. But 100 
or so people who have waited 
more than two years for new 
homes will continue to wait in 
church halls and schools, be- 
cause the British government 
has so far foiled to put in a road, 
water supply, sewage pipes and 
electricity. Although the British 
have now built SO houses and 
plan some 250. delays and spats 
have dominated the process. 
The island's government ar- 
gues that, in any case. 500 hous- 
es are needed to cope with 
more than 2,000 people in tem- 
porary shelters. 

One of the most startling al- 
legations concerns the fact that 
the sewage tanks in temporary 
shelters were often not emptied 
for weeks on end. Qare Short 
told MPs just weeks ago that 
she was “haunted" by this. She 
said (he British government 
had no power to do anything 
other than to provide vehicles. 


But Mr Brandt says the first ve- 
hicle supplied was 1 9 years old 
and cobbled together from hits 
of old trucks. It did not work, 
and parts were almost impos- 
sible to obtain. A second vehi- 
cle was not much better. And 
when a third, new truck was fi- 
nally sent an official working for 
the British refused to hand it 
over. He said he wanted to 
bring in staff from abroad to 
train locals in how to use it and 
also suggested employing a pri- 
vate firm to run iL This went on 
for two and a half months be- 
fore the vehicle was finally 
handed over. 

“What is scandalous about 
it is that they went to the Com- 
mittee and supported the case 
that we dealt with the trucks in 
an incompetent manner when 
they knew otherwise," Mr 
Brandt says. 

Up ta 300 primary age chil- 
dren are now out of lessons de- 
spite requests for a new 
building because their schools 
are being used to house the 
homeless. Then there is the 
question of the 180 mentally ill 
people still on Montserrat, who 
are living “in the community" 
with little help and in constant 
danger of serious injury if they 
wander into the danger zone. 
Mr Brandt says he has asked for 
them to be cared for in Britain 
but be has been refused. 
Sources here say they have 
never heard this before. 

Despite friction between 
the British and the govern- 
ment of the island, Mr Brandt 
docs not want to apportion 


blame. Asked about Clare 
Short's reported comment that 
the islanders would be “asking 
for golden elephants next," he 
said; “You would have to ask 
Clare Short why she said that," 
adding that he believed she had 
been wrongly advised. 

He also spoke optimistical- 
ly of Tony Blair’s personal in- 
tervention into the crisis - he 
met Mr Brandi last month -and 
said he hoped the British would 
now act swiftly to solve Montser- 
rat’s problems. “All we are ask- 
ing the British government is to 
give us the chance to start over 
again. We have lost everything, 
not through our fault but 
through an act of God ." 

Ministers say they are doing 
all they can, and that Mr Brandt 
has been given direct access 
both to George Foulkes in the 
International Development de- 
partment and to Baroness 
Symons in the Foreign Office. 
Mr Brandt meets the island’s 
governor weekly but somehow 
the messages are not getting 
through. He says he only saw the 
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compulsory evacuation plans for 
the first time three days ago. 

One one level, the appor- 
tioning of blame for this dis- 
graceful mess is hardly helpful 
What matters is to get thing;; 
sorted. But at another level an 
essential difference remains 
[hat underlies the whole fiasco. 
While the Montserrat govern- 
ment struggles to rebuild its is- 
land home, its members feel 
that their aims are being un- 
dermined. They question the 
commitment of the British to 
their future. “If those who want 
to depopulate Montserrat have 
their way we will be scattered 
to the four winds,” says Mr 
Brandt “We will lose our cul- 
ture, we will lose everything." 

Maybe some people here do 
wonder whether the cost - 
more than £45 m so far - is loo 
high. For the Montserraiians, 
it is clearly a small price to pay. 
And surely if the disaster zone 
were in Birmingham, Man- 
chester or Edinburgh tbe 
British government would 
agree wholeheartedly. 


A trip to the sea with A S Neill can be worth more than a formal lesson 


mnmerhill, the famous 
penmen tal school in 
iffolk, has been found 
inting in English and 
athematics by Ofsted 
ipectors, and is now 
reatened with closure, 
g ekj Neustatter, a former 
pii of the school, 
gues that exams are 
t the only measure of 




So, in the end it has not been 
the News of the Wortd bribing 
kids to pose naked together in 
the bathrooms, or the tales of 
staff having sex on the front 
lawn (there was no front lawn), 
or even the oft-voiced criticism 
that we do-as-yer-iike kids 
would be quite unable to adjust 
to the outside world once we 
left that has finally threatened 
to close SummerhilL No, my 
alma mater, the experimental 
progressive school that A S 
Neill founded 76 years ago, has 
now been told that it will receive 
a Notice of Complaint from the 
Department of Education (ef- 
fectively a death warrant) if it 
does hot bring educational 
standards up to their mini- 
mum requirements by next 
spring. 

A jolly good thing too, I can 
hear people muttering. For 
Neill’s belief that giving children 
freedom to learn when and as 
they wished has never been 
popular. His experience of 
teaching reluctant kids through 
force led him to experiment 
with the idea that trust would 
lead children to learn in then- 
own time and would give them 
a greater chance of being hap- 
py adults. I remember well 


from my years in the 1950s as 
a pupil from the age of eleven 
to 16 at Summerhlll the fre- 
quent appearance of visitors, 
journalists and academics. Tbe 
would look terribly uncom- 
fortable in the midst of us kids, 
in oiir rough and tumble 
clothes, often with dirty faces 
and bands, quite possibly rush- 
ing around shrieking - un- 
daunted by their authoritative 
adult presence - as we played 
“luriqT or “tag" in the front dri- 
ve at times when other children 
were tucked away in class- 
rooms. They were appalled at 
the sight of a drama lesson in 
which we performed Twelfth 
Night with much hilarity on the 
lawn, and shocked by an Eng- 
lish class where the teacher was 
r unnin g a half-a-crown sweep- 
stakes on who would read 
Ulysses by the end of term. NeiD 
himself abandoning a maths les- 
son to take us swimming (be- 
cause it was a glorious day) 
didn't meet with approval ei- 
ther, even though he insisted on 
disenssing Freud and Reich en 
nmte to the sea. 

The school meeting was the 
of Summerhill democ- 
racy. Here sitting around the 
walls of the wood-panelled 


front hall and up the stairs on 
the banisters, we carried out tbe 
business of self-government, 
making and changing the rules 
(except for matters of safety). 
So we altered bed-times, al- 
lowed smoking one year, 
banned it Lhe next, prohibited 
staff from our tree camps, and 
so on. We also came down 
heavily on kids who bullied, and 
we were remarkably hard-line 
in punishing anybody who 
nicked from local ’ shops, 
brought booze into school or 
did anything else that put Sum- 
merhill at risk. We took self- 
government seriously, and felt 
frightfully important when our 
contribution to a meeting 
sparked a discussion or effect- 
ed a change. Looking back, in 
these days when there is so 
much mlk about tbe importance 
of giving children a voice, I 
think Summerhill was simply 
ahead of the game. 

Those critics who could not 
see the point of Summerhill hat- 
ed the whole self-determining, 
haphazard business. They 
wrote virulent critiques point- 
ing out how Neill's avowed es- 
pousal of W B Yeats's 
philosophy that “education is 
not filling a bucket, but light- 


ing a fire" - children will come 
to learn when you allow them 
to find what interests them, he 
would declare while striding like 
a gigantic gnome around the 
grounds) must be ultimately 
harmful. Over and over, they 
warned that we would emerge 
maladjusted into the outside 
world, unable to adapt, like 
some breed of extra-terrestri- 
al mutants. 

I'm sorry to kill a nice myth, 
but it didn’t turn out that way. 
Even though I curse to this day 
that my education resembled a 
Gruyere cheese, I seem not to 
have become a social leper or 
been unable to find decent work. 
And I can produce a list long 
enough to paper an Oxbridge 
college of former pupils who 
have achieved success in the mast 
conventional terms - a mathe- 
matics professor at Imperial 
GoUege, among other academics; 
doctors; lawyers: a publisher; an 
executive with an environmen- 
tal charily and a very healthy list 
of artists, craftspeople and writ- 
ers. Of course there were kids 
who have done less well, as 
there are from every kinds of 
school but the difference is that 
they have not been made to fed 
failures. 


It will be a disgrace if Sum- 
merhill is dosed. Nobody is 
obliged to send their children 
there, and the school receives 
no state subsidy. If the De- 
partment of Education is wor- 
ried about ' kids failing 
educationally, it would be bet- 
ter concentrate on the great 
numbers who are excluded 
from education, including 
school refusers, and on those 
who crack under the enormous 
pressures put on them in some 
private schools. It is'said that 
one in five kids in Britain have 
mental health problems, and 
child psychiatrists attribute 
many of these to highly com- 
petitive education. 

We would all be losers if the 
vastly influential educational ex- 
periment that continues at 
Summerhill were to be closed. 
Neill wrote, cheerily, in 1972: 
“Britain is the freest country in 
the world Nowhere else could 
I have had Summerhill" Will 
it really be a step forward if, be- 
cause Summerhill docs not 
conform to the increasing ed- 
ucational orthodoxy of our 
time, that ceases to be true? 
And if parents like mine can no 
longer offer ibeir ldds a differ- 
ent way of learning? 
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Joyce Compton 


Eleanor Hunt (J ayce 
Compton), actress: bom 
Lexington, Kentudcy 27 

January 1907; died Los 
Angelos 13 October 1997. 


The climax of sexy, Monde 
Joyce Compton's long screen 
career was the 67th of more 
than 120 films. 

In Leo McCare/s classic 
screwball comedy The Aiyful 
Truth (1937) she played 
Dixie Belle Lee, a southern- 
accented singer with whom 
Jerry Wrrriner (Cary Grant) is 
attempting to forget his es- 
tranged wife Lucy (Irene 
Dunne). In one of the film’s 
best- remembered scenes, the 
Whrriners and Lucy’s million- 
aire suitor (Ralph Bellamy) 
share the same night-dub table 
as Dixie Belle sings: “I used to 
dream of a cottage small, / A 
cottage small by a waterfall. / 
But I wound up with no dreams 
at all; / My dreams have gone 
with the wind!" — at which 
point, her skirt is lifted by an 
air-jet, while she makes coy 
attempts to keep it down. 

A genuine Dixie belie, the 
Kentucky-born Compton was 
educated in Oklahoma. College 
dramatics at Tulsa University 
gave her a taste for acting, and 
her family dutifully moved to 
Los Angeles so that she could 
pursue a film career. After ap- 
pearing in Lhe silent feature 
What Foots Men ( 1925), she be- 
came one of the Wbmpas Baby 
Stare of 192tx“'Whrnpas~ was an 
acronym for the Western As- 
sociation of Motion Picture 
Advertisers, and the promising 


screen newcomers the organi- 
sation chose that vintage year 
also included Joan Crawford, 
Janet Gaynor, Mary Aster, Fay 
Wray, Dolores Del Rio and 
Marcelioe Day. 

Day, Compton and Clara 
Bow appeared as college stu- 
dentsin The Wild Party (1929), 
an early talkie. Compton’s 
voice easily passed the micro- 
phone test, and was put to 
good use in Bow’s next film, 
Dangerous Curves (also 1929), 
the Janet Gaynor/Charies Bur- 
rell musical High Society Blues 
(1930), the Will Rogers come- 
dy Ughtnin’ (also 1930) and 
Three Girls Lost (1931), in 
which Compton, Joan Marsh 
and Loretta Young played fiat- 
mates involved in a murder. 

In one of the eight episodes 
Of If I Had a Million (1932), 
Compton was Marie, a flirta- 
tious lunebwagon cook pur- 
sued by three marines (Gary 
Cooper, Jack Oakie and 
Roscoe Kaxns), who attack 
their sergeant for calling her “a 
soldier's plaything”. 

After appearing in Mar- 
garet SuHavan’s first film, the 
tear-jerking Only Yesterday 
(1933), Compton was signed by 
Mack Sennett to appear in a se- 
ries of slapstick short-subjects. 
Although Sennett had been 
the king of silent-screen com- 
edy, his sound-era two-reelers 
showed a decline in quality, and 
Sennett himself a distinct Lack 
of organisation, hs artists often 
being forced to film all nigh t. 
“I was frail, and the career was 
hard on me,” Compton told the 
film historian Leonard Maltin. 
“It took all my strength and my 


Simon Dwyer 


Simon McKenzie Dwyer, 
writer and editor: bom 
Salisbury, Rhodesia 28 
November 1959; married 1982 
Fiona Pritchard (one son 
deceased); died Brighton, 

East Sussex 26 September 
1997. 


Simon Dwyer was an extraor- 
dinary young man who estab- 
lished himself as one of the 
leading commentators on, and 
contributors to, the artistic and 
creative subculture of the last 
two decades. A writer first and 
foremost, he focused his work 
through the magazine he first 
conceived in 1979 and named 
Rapid Eye. 

The youngest of three sons, 
Dwyer was born in Salisbury, 
Rhodesia, in 1959, but moved 
to England a year later, when 
his family returned, moving 



Dwyer: die ’zine to end 
all hdnes 


around the country before 
settling in Plymouth, where 
Dwyer attended, somewhat 
reluctantly, the local schools. 
He left Tavistock Comprehen- 
sive shortly after his 16th 
birthday. 

This was the time of punk. 


Henry Pelling 


I first met Hemy Pelling in LSE 

Library in 1951, writes Professor 
Frank Beaky [further to the 
obituary by Peter Lineban. 21 
October). It was known that he 
had been associated with those 


who founded the National As- 
sociation of Labour Students 
and that he was producing a 
book on the foundation of the 
Labour Party. 1 was working in 
the same field at the time and 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 


FOORD: Suddenly, oa 24 October 
1997, in the inteiv.il of a concert at 
Snape Mattings, Antfccwy, loved and 


ther. Funeral Service private. Fami- 
ly Qornrs only. Donations to tbe 
fewsaiy Fund of the Britten- Pears 
School (drapes made parable to The 
Aldcbugh Foundation) or to the Suf- 
folk Historic Churches Trust, c/o 
Tony Brown's Funeral Service, Sax- 
mundham. Suffolk tP17 1DJ. A ser- 
vice of thanksgiving for his life will 
be held later. 

SHELTON: On 25 October, at borne 
in Knareshonnigh. Hunh Sbelloo, 
dearly loved husband of Barbara. Fu- 
neral private. Memorial service lobe 
arrange later. 


MARRIAGES 


HEATH I HAZELL: Andrew and 
Claire, of Sfaenstone. Staffordshire, 
al Spice Island, Grenada, 28 
October 1997. 


IN MEMOR1AM 


CRAMS: Sheila. With fondest memo. 

rics, Barbara, Alan and family. 

For Gazette BOTTHS, mRISAGESA 


DEATHS, please telephone W7I-293 
2011 or tec 0171-293 2<H0. 
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Birthdays 

Miss Jane Alexander, actress, 58; Mr 
ft ter Baring, former chairman. Bar- 
ings, 62; Mr Henry Caody, racehorse 
trainer, 53; Professor Sir David 
Davies, chief scientific officer. Min- 
istry of Defence, 62; Mr Carl Davis, 
composer and conductor, 61; Mr 
David DimNeby. television presen- 
ter and newspaper proprietor, 59: 
Professor Sir Richard DoIL cancer 
researcher, 85; Sir Ewen Ffeigusson, 
chairman, Coutts & Co, 65; Mr 
Wayne Pm tana, rock singer, 52; Mr 
BiH Gates, chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive officer, Microsoft Corpora- 
tion, 42: ftfr Christopher GKU MP, 61; 
Lord Hesketh, former government 
chief whip. House of Lords, 47; Mr 
Mark James, golfer, 44; Surgeon 
Rear-Admiral John Keeling, 76; 
Dame Geo Laine, singer, Tv, Mr 
Hank Marvin, rock musician, 56; 
Miss Sophie Minnan, former chair- 
man, Sock Shop, 41: Mr Michael 
Noakes, painter, 64; Miss Joan 
Plowright (Lady Olivier), actress, 68; 
Stewart Purvis, Chief Executive, 
ITN, 50; Sir Rex Richards, Chan- 
cellor, Exeter University, 75; Lord 
RodgBS of Quarry Bank, former MP 
and government minister, 69; Dr 
Barry Seal, MEP, 62. 


Anniversaries 


Bfrefis Georges- Auguste Escoffier, 
chef dr cuisine , 1846; Howard Han- 
son, composer and conductor, 1896; 
Evelyn Arthur St John Waugh, nov- 
elist, 1903; Francis Bacon, painter. 
1909. Deaths: John Locke, philoso- 
pher. 1704; John Smeaton, engineer, 
1792; Otrmar Mergetuhaler, inven- 
tor of the Linotype. 1899; David 
Jones, author and painter, 1974; 
John Brainc, novelist 1986; Pietro 
Annigoni, painter, 1988- On the dsy: 
Harvard College was founded at 
Newe Tbwne, Cambridge, Massa- 


parents’ constant care to keep 
me going.” 

However, thanks to *h» gf 

shorts, she was recognised as a. 
dependable comedienne, and 
next played opposite the ex- 
Sennett comedian Charley 
Chase in such two-reelers as 
Manhattan Monkey Business 
and Public Ghost Number 1 
(1935). 

Returning to feature films, 
she appeared m Go Into Your 
Dunce and Magnificent Obses- 
sion (both 1935), Hupped by 
Television (1936), JGd Galahad 
(1937), Rote Lang's Ybu and Me 
(1938) and Rose of Washington 
Square (1939), in which sbe 
played Alice fbye's best friend. 
In Sky Murder (1940) she had 
one of her favourite roles; 
Christina ‘‘Chris’* Cross, a fe- 
male detective who attempts 
(unsuccessfully, of course) to 
outwit Nick Outer, the detec- 
tive hero played by Whiter 
Pidgeon. Sbe .was “Scarlett”, 
one of Marlene Dietrich’s fel- 
low honky-tonk girls, in Man- 
power (1941), one of five films 
Compton made that year. 

At the age of 39, she still 
looked young enough to play a 
chorus girl In the alleged biog- 
raphy of Cole Barter, and 

Day (1946). She appeared in 
The Best Mamr of Our Lives ( also 
1946), directed by William 
Wyler, who had first employed 
her 19 years earlier on tbe 
western Border Cavalier. She 
was cast in a rare brunette 
role in Red Skelton’s Civil 
War farced Southern Ybnkee 
(1948), but was back to 
normal in .Son# Wrung Number 
(also 1948). 


which turned many heads away 
from convention and towards 
the exploration of the alterna- 
tive and improbable. It was 
precisely into this area of bur- 
geoning cultural expansion that 
Dwyer focused his energies. His 
understanding of the possibil- 
ities awakened by rejecting hi- 
erarchical and formal society 
was already gestating, as was 
bis willingness to embrace 
the art and performance of 
transgression. 

In 1978 he moved to Lon- 
don and began, in the tradition 
of punk writers, developing 
his own fanzine. Rapid Eye. 
The first issue, which hit the 
streets in 1979, included a fea- 
ture article on the anarchist 
band Crass which was quickly 
picked up by the music paper 
Sounds. 

Dwyer established himself 
rapidly as a regular contributor 


we became friends. I beard how 
he had served at Wilcheren 
with “the funnies”, the division 
with flailing tanks, and how be 
had persuaded college servants 
to join a trade union. 


diusens, 1636; Lima and Callao 
were demolished by an ea rt hquake, 
1746; Michael Faraday made the first 
dynamo, 1831; Strasbourg was sur- 
rendered to the Germans, 2870; tbe 
Statue oC Liberty was dedicated by 

President Cleveland, 1886; HMS 
Havelock, the first destroyer in the 
Royal Navy, went on trials, 1893; an 
influenza epidemic raged in Britain, 
1918; Mussolini marched on Rome, 
192% the collapse of the New York 
Stock Exchange began a world eco- 
nomic crisis, 1929; Italy invaded 
Greece, 1940; the House of Com- 
mons voted in favour of Britain 
joining tbe Common Market, with a 
majority of 112, 1971. Today is the 

Feast Day Of St Abraham of Ephesus, 
Saiats Anastasia and Cyril Sr Faro, 
St Fidefis erf Como, St Jude or Thad- 
deus, St Salvias or Saire and St 
S imo n * 


Lectures 


Na tion a l Gallery Cotin Wiggins and 
Mkhael Wlson; “Pdots of Vfow (4); 
Delarocfae, The Execution of Lady 
Jane Grey”, 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Museum: 
Fahmida Shah, “Art and Islamic 
Worship IT, 230pm. 

National Portrait Gallery Anne 
Harvey, “Emily Thnnyson, the Poet's 
Wife", LlOpm. 

Royal Society: John Browne, 
“Science, ‘technology and Respon- 
sibility”, 530pm. 

King's College London: The Rev 
Professor Jack Mahoney, “Respect- 
ing Human Rights in Business", 
lpm. 

UniwersrCy College London: Volk- 
er Sommer. The Naked Ape in New 
Light Scsual Biology of Homans and 
Other Animals'*. 1.25 pm. 

London School of Economics: 

Sheikh Harina, “Vote Rigging and 
the Solution”, 5.30pm. 



Compton: a genuine Dixie belle 


That the character she 
played in the latter film was 
simply called “Blonde” was 
an indication that worthwhile 
parts were th inning out - in 
the next 10 years, she made 
only six films, retiring from 
the screen after the undistin- 


guished Girl in the Woods 
(1958). Her only marriage, in 
1956, was dissolved after three 
months. 

Ever since appearing in the 
hospital melodrama The White 
Parade (1934), Compton had 
been drawn to nursin g. After 


to Sounds , interviewing the fa- 
mous, the soon-to-be famous 
and - as is inevitable in an in- 
dustry that so voraciously pro- 
motes and demotes - the once 
famous and the never-will-be 
famous. This eclectic mix 
served mainly to reinforce in 
Dwyer the belief that status is 
the least of all relevant concerns 
and that it is the human level, 
and creative integrity, that 
above ah marks out the true 
artist. 

By 1982 Dwyer had moved 
to Brighton, and it was in that 
year that he married Fiona 
Pritchard. It was soon after this 
that sadness struck their lives, 
with the death at birth of then- 
only child, Peter. 

The world of commercial 
journalism became ever less at- 
tractive to Dwyer and he moved 
from it to that of interior design, 
joining Rbodec International. 


Alongside this work, he con- 
tinued writing, developing 
Rapid Eye into an increasingly 
lavish exemplar of the fanzine 
art Indeed, the famous “Black” 
edition which he produced in 
1986 has since become a 
sought-after collector's item. 

However, Rapid Eye as a 
concept, despite its plaudits, 
had for him never reached its 
potential. Calling in favours 
from friends md contacts he 
had made through his earlier 
work, he set out to produce the 
"zine to end all ’zines: a coffee- 
table edition, massive in scope, 
scale and vision. 

And bow those favours 
rolled in: Andy Warhol pro- 
vided the frontispiece; William 
Burroughs sent three pieces of 
writing, “And His Name was 
Rover", “Tbe Johnson family”, 
and “The Fall of Art”. Kathy 
Acker, Genesis P-Orridge and 


He showed me a draft of his 
first work, published in 1954 as 
The Origins of the Labour Par- 
ty. We became co-authors of the 
sequel - Labour and Politics 
7900-/906(1958). Collaboration 


with him was an educational ex- 
perience. He had begun as a 
classicist and enjoyed quoting 
f -atjn tags, which may explain his 
love of obscure footnotes and 
learned parentheses. He was se- 


vere on sloppy syntax and did 
not suffer factual inaccuracies 
gladly; but be was always help- 
ful encouraging and amusing. 

In the early 1950s I used to 
lodge with him in London dur- 
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Bert Haanstra 


Bart Haanstra, director: 
bom Hotten, Holland 31 May 
(9f6; efied 23 October 1997. 


The Dutchman Bert Haanstra 
was probably the best-known 
director of short films at a 
time when narrative, docu- 
mentary. or “poetic" shorts 
were still regarded as an indis- 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


hot retirement, she divided her 
time between working as a 
part-time nurse, designing 
clothes and painting. “I don’t 
live in tbe past,” sbe told Maltin 
in 1969. “There is too much 
doing now." 

— Dick Vasburgh 


por ting programme. At least 
they were regarded as such by 
distributors, if not necessarily 
•by a-sometimes long-suffering 
public- mor e accurately, short- 
suffering, but short films fo* 
quendy felt longer than tbe “big 
picture" they had been de- 
signed to support. Haanstra's, 

alas, were a case in point. 

In the Fifties and Sixties, 
along with the experimental 
squibs of Norman McLaren, his 
films were or seemed ubiqui- 
tous. And older film buffo may 
still recall the collective groan 

- that used to rise from the au- 
ditorium when one of his titles. 
Glass or Zoo or Bridge of Hol- 
land, would materialise on tbe 
screen instead of the film we 
had all paid to see. 

- Haanstra was bom in 1916. 
•After experimenting with an 
amateur camera as a boy, and 
training as a painter, he found 
employment as a press pho- 
tographer and shot his first ful- 
ly professional film in his 
thirties. Thereafter he would di- 

- vide his energies between doc- 
umentary commissions from 
the Royal Dutch Shell film 
unit (the equivalent of Britain's 
GPO) and minin g a more per- 
sonal and lyrical vein of inspi- 
ration: his second short. Mirror 
of Holland (1950), which he 


both .---fi prix 

Prif 5 

“■«. would ga^er 

cTawa> f 

ocularly . SBC °~^ nna i awards 
Short 

with an Osstf , ^ture 

FB* His of 

films, the 

Which is 

short fflm. it muSt He 

hfe work has not agedwdLHe 

was what migh^ ^ r a 
phenomenological ' 

preoccupied with surfaces and 
Utures His camera would 
usually content itself with just 

faring at what it found in Us 

lens, seldom rousing itscuto 
probe for subtler significance. 

And, when it did, that agfrifi- 

cance nevertheless tended to 
remain crudely superficial. 

The one-joke conceit of 
Zoo (1962) was that, if gawping 

spectators were filmed from the 

animal's point of view, they 

would resemble... well, ani- 
mals, and the short montage se- . 

quence which he shot for 
Jacques Tati’s Zrqfic in 1971 pre- 
sented a series of images of mo- 
torists idling away the time 
in a traffic jam by snoozing, 
scratching their crotches, and 
picking their noses with 
chimney-sweep vigour. If there 
is much to criticise in tbe con- 
temporary European cinema, it 
has in some respects matured. 

- Gilbert Adair 


Colin Wilson also contributed 
to the volume, as did Derek Jar- 
man. Alongside this galaxy of 
stars, Dwyer included, with no 
less career column inches, a 
-raft of unknown writers -with 
specialisms ranging from con- 
spiracy theories to foot-binding. 
Over a year in the mak in g. 
Rapid Eye 1 (1989) proved to 
be inspirational m the words of 
tbe New Muscat Express “a 
veritable treasure-trove of 
mind-activating information. 
Penetrating, comprehensive, 
most Alumina ting." 

With the task of the first 
“real" issue behind him, Dwyer 
and his wife transported their 
life to America. They were 
there to develop Rbodec's 
North American presence, but 
inevitably spent tbe best part of 
their year travelling across the 
country. It was this, certainly, 
that provided the inspiration for 


Dwyers greatest exploration of 
his journalistic skill, a text of 
over 100,000 words, “The 
Plague Yank Altered States of 


America”. 

-- It- was on their return to 
England in 1991 that Dwyer 
learned that he was HIV pos- 
itive. While coming to terms 
with tbe diagnosis he complet- 
ed “Plague Yard” and con- 
cluded a commercial deal with 
Creation Books for Rapid Eye. 
The idea of publishing “Plague 
Yard” as a book was floated. 
Those who read the text found 
it astonishing; the art of (he 
travel writer re-configured into 
a plea for cultural freedom, with 
the punk aesthetic not only in- 
tact, but validated as never be- 
fore. Focusing as much on low 
art as high, the piece shows 
Dwyer to be as much at home 
with the dispossessed idealist as 
with the art-elite glitterati. 


But Dwyer, for all the praise £ 
heaped on him. remained true 
to the spirit that had long dri- 
ven him and declined the of- 
fers. “Plague Yard” was not to 
be used to announce his ele- 
vation in the literary field; in- 
stead it was to exist and stand 
or fall on its merits, alongside 
many other pieces, simply as a 
contribution to Rapid Eye 2. 

By 1993 tbe debilitating ef- 
fects of HIV were becoming an 
unavoidable presence in his 
life. Minor ailments mounted 
up, fatigue set in. And work be- 
gan on the third and final vol- g 
urae of Rapid Eye. The * 
centrepiece of the volume is a 
startling piece, by Dwyer him- 
self, on the art of Gilbert and 
George who offered the use of 
their painting “We” as the cov- 
er. Rapid Eye 3 was launched in 
London in 1994. 

- Paul Cedi 


rag Long Vacations and he was 
the only person I have known 
who could be witty (and pun- 
ny) at breakfast. It was tragic he 
never married. He liked women 
and was engaged al one time in 


America, but it ended sadly. 
Although he took easily to 
the semi-monastic life it was 
second best for him He was a 
distinguished historian, but a 
lonely man 


Publisher of leaked material must disclose source 


The public interest in * 
protecting a journalist's 
source of leaked information 
about the Camelot Group 
was outweighed by that of 
allowing Camelot to discover 
the identity of its disloyal 
employee. 

Camelot Group pic v Centaur 
Commumcations Ltd Court of 
Appeal (Lord Justice Schiemam, 

Lord Justice Thorpe and Lord Justice 
Munmery) 23 October IW 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
the appeal of Centaur Com- 
munications Ltd against an 
order requiring them to deliv- 
er up to the Camelot Group 
pic documents and other 
confidential information. 

Shortly before Camelot was 
due to publish its accounts in 
June 1997 an unknown person 
sent a Copy of its draft accounts 
to a journalist employed by 
Centaur. He wrote an article 
which was published by Cen- 
taur in Marketing Week under 
the heading “Camelot ’s chiefs’ 
pay soars as good cause funds 
fair, with, in smaller lettering. 


“Camelot’s leaked year end re- 
sults, showing huge payouts for 
directors, will spark ‘fat cats’ 
storm". 

Camelot obtained an ex 
parte order restraining Centaur 
from using or publishing any 
confidential information, and 
requiring it to deliver up the 
documents in its possession or 
lo which had access. Later 
that day on an inter panes 
hearing, the part of the order 
dealing with deliveiy up was 
stayed on terms that Centaur 
delivered up all relevant doc- 
uments to its solicitous pend- 
ing further order. Camelot 
then obtained a further order 
requiring Centaur to deliver up 
the documents, with a stay 
pending appeaL It was against 
that order that (he present 
appeal had been brought. 
Andm- NitolQC and Ben Enatter- 
son f Davenport Lyons) for Centaur; 
David Ptumick QC and Naomi El- 
len hogen (Baker McKenzie) for 
Camclou 


Lord Justice Sduemann said 
that the order obtained by 


Camelot effectively required 
the owners of the newspaper to 
whom tbe journalist had 
passed his information to dis- 
close bis source. Camelot 
wished to know the name of 
their disloyal employee. Al- 
though the order was not in 
terms an order requiring dis- 
closure of a source, since that 
would clearly be its effect, 
section 10 of tbe Contempt 
of Court Act 1981, which 
restricted the exercise of 
the court’s power to compel 
disclosure of a source of 
information, was applicable. 

Tbe following legal princi- 
ples were to be applied. There 
was an important public inter- 
est in the press’s being able to 
protect the anonymity of its 
sources. The law did not, how- 
ever, enable the press io pro- 
tect that anonymity in all 
circumstances. Wien asseaing 
whether an order forcing dis- 
closure should be made, tbe de- 
sire of an employer to identify 
the employee so as to exclude 
him from further employment 
was a relevant, but not a con- 


clusive, factor. Whether suffi- 
ciently strong reasons were 
shown in a particular case to 
outweigh the important public 
interest in the press being able 
to protect the anonymity of its 
sources would depend on the 
facts of the particular case, and 
in making its judgment on that 
question lhe domestic court 
would give great weight to the 
judgments, in particular the re- 
cent judgments, made by the 
European Court of Human 
Rights in cases where the facts 
were similar to those before the 
domestic court. 

In the present case, al- 
though there was no threat of 
further disclosure of the con- 
fidential information, there 
was a continuing threat of 
damage in that there was un. 


UIJ* 

ease and suspicion amom*, 
Camelot s employees which 


■” -.'Oited good working ptia- 
tiouaoips. There was also clear 
ly a risk that an employee who 

had ?-wed untrustworthy in 

one regard might be untaisr. 

v'-rtfay in a different respect 

***" ' tfae "ame of. say, a 


Public figure who bad won a 
huge lottery prize. 

hi the present case there ap- 
peared to be no public inter- 
est id protecting the source. 
There remained, however, an 
important consideration To 
some extent, disclosing the 
identity of one source .who 
had leaked unimportant ma- 
terial could have -a chilling 
effect on the wfllfognesfrTf 
others to disclose material 

Ss rf WaS That 

consideration could only be 

®et by a blanket rule against 

Sfr c - wUc,,w X“ 

the Convention. The well- 
informed source WOu ld thus 

In the present case the 
Jfdge had rightly 

view thatthe ni.Kr ■ ^ the 

enabling GunnW 0 JDIeres * . 
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~ Kate O'Hanlon, Bonftter 
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Wall Street plunge shakes markets around the world 


hares sJum P ed around the world 
yesterday after a fresh collapse in 
Song Kong and a plunge In New 
fork shattered confidence from 
London to Mexico City. Tom 
Stevenson, Financial Editor, reports 
on the continuing turmoil. 

WaD Street went into a taBspin last night, 
.dealing a blow to markets around the 
wodd as one speculative bobble after another 
was pricked. Emerging markets, especially 
in South America, were hardest hit, with the 
Brazilian bourse losing almost 15 per cent 


of its value in a few hours of trading. The 
Dow Jones index in New York was 346 pointii 

lower at one stage in early afternoon trad- 
ing- That shook confidence in all the mar- 
kets still trading last night. Mexico lost 75 
per cent of its value while the Argentinian 
market was more than 10 per cent down. 

The FTSE 100 index remained In neg- 
ative territory all day yesterday after another 
jittery session in the Far East but- was rel- 
atively unscathed as trading closed before - 
the rush for the exits really got under way 
in New York. It dosed the session 1293 
points tower, however, and almost 500 
points off the high reached by Footsie at 
the beginning of the month. 


Contagion from the crisis in Hong 
Kong was once again a key factor in Lon- 
don’s early weakness, but more than half 
the fall came in the last hour of trading after 
Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, ruled out 
early entry to EMU and Will Street began 
its collapse. 

The Hang Seng fell 646.14 overnight, a 
6 per cent decline that all but wiped out 
the Hong Kong index's gain last Friday after 
its collapse on Thursday. There were falls 
in other Asian markets too, with Japan's 
Nikkei index dipping to its lowest level for 
more than two years. 

The sell-off travelled west around the 
globe once more, setting the tone for early 


weakness in London. But i he final slump 
to 4340.7 was driven by plunging prices in 
New York. Wall Street later recorded a fall 
of almost 350 points after the London mar- 
ket dosed as confidence in US shares, which 
have soared this year, evaporated. 

The volatility of the London market, 
which has now fallen by almost 10 per cent 
in three weeks, was exacerbated yesterday 
by relatively thin trading as many dealers 
chose to sit our the turmoiL Volumes have 
been low ever since the Stock Exchange in- 
troduced its new order-driven trading sys- 
tem, Sets, last Monday. 

“People are just standing to the side, 
biding time.’* said HSBC James Capel 


strategist Philip prWrns. “The markets arc 
still sufiem® from the hangover from Hbqg 
Kong and there arc stm concerns about val- 
uations in the US'* 

Bob Semple, strategist at NatWest 
Securities, added: “The Dow has sliced 
through some important resistance levels and 
the ride is that the decline is gathering pace." 

Shares were also hit by weaker gilts, 
which suffered from the Chancellor ruling 
out entry to the tangle currency during the 
current parliament. That increased the 
chance that interest rates would remain 
higher for longer, according to Michael 
Hughes, economist at BZW. 

The prospect erf higher interest rates 


No sign of an end to Asian meltdown The worldwide plunge in stock m arkets 

as Hong Kong rally is wiped out jE£ k I iK 1 I 


London 

FTSE 100 


Hong Kong 

Hang Seng 


boosted the pound, which traded at almost 
DM2.92 and $1.65. 

Jn the US analysts agreed that the cor- 
rection, which saw the Dow also trading 
around 500 points off its recent highs, still 
had a way to go. “The American economy 
is in good shape but this correction prob- 
ably has another 200 to 300 points to go 
as we were over-extended at 8.000," said 
Bill Allyn. head trader at Jefferies & Co. 

Other stockmarkets shared in the pain of 
the global correction. In Europe there were 
widespread foils, with the CAC40 in France 
closing 2.8 per cent lower and Germany’s 
DAX index down by the same margin. 

Outlook, page 25 


Tokyo 

Nikkei 225 


News from the Asian 
financial markets 
remained unremittingly 
gloomy yesterday with 
the Hong Kong stock 
market plunging 6 per 
cent, giving back all 
Friday’s attempted rally, 
while Japan’s stock 
market fell to its lowest 
level in more than two 
years. Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong looks at why 
these markets have 
fallen from grace and 
argues that there are 
good reasons for them 
to remain weak. 


A Thai version of the Bonfire of 
the Unities was being played out 
on a side street of Bangkok’s 
fashionable Sukhumvit district 
£ over the weekend. Some of 
those who bad made money on 
the previously booming stock ' 
market were having to part with 
their glossy Mercedes limou- 
sines, RoJex watch esand other • 
ostentatious trappings in what > 
amounted to an up-market car 
boot sale, forced by the sudden 

STOCK MARKETS 


Dow Jones 


slump which left them desper- 
ately strapped for cash. 

It was in Thailand that the 
Asian financial crash started, 
triggered by international cur- 
rency speculators taking bets 
against the Thai bahL Faced with 
the prospect of rocketing inter- 
est rates to stem the outflow of 
foreign capital the baht quickly 
fen, followed by a host of finance 
houses submerged in a sea of 
bad debt. Once the run started 
it was unstoppable. The specu- 
lators walked away with an es- 
timated $3bn in their pockets 
and an appetite for more. 

Other targets close to hand 
were not hard to find. A glance 
at the national debL figures 
gave more than a due to vul- 
nerability. In 1995. Thailand's 
external debt was equivalent to 
more than one-third of gross na- 
tional product In Indonesia ft 
amounted to more than' one- 
half, in the Philippines to almost 
one-half and in Malaysia to 
almost 40 per cent 

These countries desperately 
■needed foreign foods to service 
the debt but they could only be 
attracted by high interest rates 
which, in turn, would holdback 
economic growth. 

The wanting signs were for 
long pushed to one side. These 
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tiger economies and the would- 
be tigers were notching up 
double-digit economic growth 
and Lheir stock markets were 
booming. In 1995, all the slock 
markets of the Asian coun- 
tries, which on average have 
seen more than one- third wiped 
off share values, were trading on 
price/earaings ratios averaging 
well over 20 times the earnings 
of the listed companies. 

“More and more money 
men suddenly realised that 
Asian stock markets should not 
have been booming for the 
past two years.” said Hans 
Vriens. senior consultant for the 
Hong Kong-based Political and 
Economic Risk Consultancy. 
“They suddenly realised that 
these economies are not so 
strong and they are filled with 
a lot of corruption, nepotism, in- 
adequate banking systems, etc.” 

The time had come for the 
kilL “"We were like wolves on the 
ridgeline, looking down on a 
herd of elk,” one of the currency 
speculators has said. 

Strangely, the stock market 
which is now hurting most and 
the currency most eagerly eyed 
by speculators is that of Hong 
Kong. The fanner colony was 
the one place in the region 
with no big problems of in- 
debtedness and a stock market 
rather conservatively trading in 
line with the collective corporate 
strength of its component parts. 

It was this very strength that 
caused the problem. Alone 
among stock markets, the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange bad the 
liquidity, and until just over a 
week ago, the strength, to be 
used as a milk cow for fund 
managers scrambling to get to- 
gether the cash to pay off in- 
vestors who wanted to get out 
of the region. 

Once they turned to the 
Hong Kong market to redeem 
these funds, the selling got out 
of control. The herd instinct 
took over. “This market is go- 
ing west,” said a regional strat- 
egy officer for a European 
bank. “You can’t stop people 
wanting out I reckon the Hang 
Seng index will hit 8,000 before 
too long.” The market dosed at 
10.498 yesterday, a foil of almost 
6 per cent on the day. 

Not everyone is pessimistic. 
Kenny Tang, from the CA 


Pacific brokerage, believes that 
the index will not go below 
10,000 without buying support 
However, as James Osborn, di- 
rector of sales at Barings Secu- 
rities in Hong Kong, points out: 
“The dangerous thing is that it 
only needs a little fuel on the fire 
to prompt farther seJJ-ofls." 

There is little doubt where 
that fuel is going to come from. 
Donald Tsang, the financial 
secretary, alluded to it in a 
speech yesterday when he ac- 
knowledged that Hong Kong’s 
resolute defence of its curren- 
cy’s fixed link to the US dollar 
was going to hurt the local 
economy as interest rates rose, 
but he said that the price was 
worth paying. 

However, Mr Vriens is 
among many who believe the 
markets wQI go into a downward 
spiral as high interest rates hit 
property companies and banks, 
which dominate the stock mar- 
ket As the stock market foils, 
spending power drops and this 
will feed back into depressing 
demand. 

Hong Kong is left between 
a rock and a hard place. David 
Roche, the president of Inde- 
pendent Strategy, states the 
dilemma thus. Defending the 
fixed link means “higher rates, 
lower asset prices and slower 
growth”. On the other hand 
breaking the link “could destroy 
Hong Kong’s financial system”. 

It remains to be seen whether 
the rumoured fresh assault on 
the link will materialise this 
week. If it does, the Hong Kong 
authorities will again play hard 
ball by intervening in the cur- 
rency and interest rate mar- 
kets. “Let them [the speculators] 
come back if they don’t mind 
losses,” said Alexander Au, chief 
executive of HSBC subsidiary, 
the Hang Seng Bank. . 

Meanwhile the meltdown 
in Hong Kong is whipfoshing 
back into other Asian markets. 
Yesterday the blue-chip Nikkei 
225 in Tbkyo dropped almost 2 
per cent, to its lowest point in 
more than two years, and in 
Sydney the stock market plum- 
meted more than 3 per cent 

No wonder many influential 
people are joining Mahathir 
Mohamad, the Prime Minister 
of Malaysia, who is questioning 
the value of globalisation. 
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Gold price takes a dive as Swiss central bank seeks to sell 


The fallout from the announcement on Fri- 
day that the Swiss central bank could sell 
1 ,400 tonnes of gold yesterday drove the price 
of the precious metal down by $4.8 to $311.8 
in London, its lowest level since 1985.. 

Ted Arnold, gold analyst at Merrill 
Lynch in London, said yesterday. “ For the . 
Swiss to start selling gold is like the Pope 
turning Protestant" Other dealers said the 
price was likely to fall well below $300. 

Despite yesterday’s fall, the price in Lon- 
don was still $4 above Friday’s dose in New 
York. Dealers took some consolation from 
the fact that total selling volume was low, 
indicating that big investors were sitting 


tight and selling was mainly from small, pri- 
vate investors. The Swiss central bank can- 
not sell any of the 1,400-tonne stockpile 
until voters in Switzerland have approved 
the decision in a referendum, which can- 
not be held until 1999. 

But the outlook for the precious metal 
looks extremely gloomy. “People say if the 
Swiss are going to sell eventually, why wait? 
Fiance and Germany may also start sell- 
ing. So people want to sell now,” said Keith 
Goode, gold analyst at the Australian-based 
Bell Securities. 

Many analysts fear that gold has already 
lost its role as a hedge against inflation and 


now it has failed in its traditional role as a 
safe alternative to shares in times of un- 
certainty. The collapse of share prices in 
Hong Kong has added to the pressure to 
sell gold. The price could fall to $280 an 
ounce. Michael Wagner, gold analyst at bro- 
kers Brandeis Hauck, said. 

The gold slump had a dramatic effect on 
the Australian and South African stock mar- 
kets, and especially on gold mining stocks 
yesterday. In London Lonrho dosed 7J>p 
lower at 101.5p. But the Australian gold min- 
ing companies hove sold more than half lheir 
current year's production and are protected 
against a temporary fall in the gold price. 


Guinness and GrantMet to 
scrap GMG Brands name 


Ofwat tells Thames Water to 
reduce leaks by 26 per cent 


Guinness and Grand 
Metropolitan have 
decided to scrap the 
unimaginative “GMG 
Bi’ands” as the name for 
their merged food and . 
drinks conglomerate. 
Andrew Yates finds that the 
drinks companies have 
been forced to think 
again amid growing 
criticism of the new 


Guinness and GrandMet 
stunned the Gty in May when 
they announced plans for a 
£24bn merger which will create 
the biggest drinks company in 
the world. But while the merger 
delighted investors, the new 
name for the group, GMG 
Brands, met with derision from 
staff and City observers alike. 

• New, less t ha n six months 
later and amid growing pressure 
fr o m executives in both com- 


panies, Guinness and Grand- 
Met are set to scrap the title 
GMG Brands. 

One industry source said: 
“This was a terrible name and 
had to be changed. To be fair, 
they only had a few weeks to 
think about it as the deal was 
done in a real hurry.” 

The drinks groups appoint- 
ed Wolff Olins, the advertising 
and design specialist, in May to 
look at the corporate image and 
logos of the parent company 
and UDV the combined drinks 
arm of Guinness and Grand- 
Met. It is now ready to act on 
Wolff Olins’ suggestions for a 
new name. 

A Guinness spokesman said: 
“We have been working with 
Wblff Olins on all aspects of the 
new company’s image and iden- 
tity. They have made recom- 
mendations to the principles of 
both Guinness and GrandMeL” 

The merger is due to be ap- 
proved ty tbe US ftderal Hade 
Commission as early as this 
week, according to sources dose 
to the talks, although GrandMet 


and Guinness are likely to have 
to give up spirits brands to get 
the green light from US com- 
petition authorities. 

The UK drinks groups are 
believed to have offered to sell 
Dewar’s, the Scotch whisky 
brand they have been forced to 
give up in Europe to get EC ap- 
proval for the deaL The US au- 
thorities are believed to have 
worked closely with the EC in 
determining their own ruling 
and are likely to enforce the dis- 
posal of Dewar’s as well as 
perhaps one white sprits brand. 

Allied Domecq and Cana- 
dian drinks giant Seagram are 
understood to be planning to 
bid for Dewar’s. Drinks com- 
panies keen to own a Scotch 
whisky brand such as Pernod- 
Ricard are also likely to express 
an interest. 

A merger document, in- 
cluding the new name fra- GMG 
Brands, will be sent to share- 
holders. A shareholder meeting 
is scheduled for November and 
the deal should be completed by 
early next year. 


Thames Water will 
today be told cut its 
leakage levels by up to a 
quarter as Ofwat, the 
industry watchdog, 
introduces tough new 
compulsory targets. 

As Chris Godsmork, 
Business Correspondent, 
explains, the demand 
follows controversy over 
the company^ leakages 
rates, which are the 
highest in the industry. 


When Ofwat reveals the indus- 
try’s first mandatory leakage 
targets, Thames ^fcter is ex- 
pected to face the biggest chal- 
lenge. Tbe regulator will set the 
company a target of around 790 
million litres of water a day from 
April, a refaction of some 26 per 
cent on the year to last March. 

Thames has faced repeated 
criticism from Ofwat and 
Labour for its leakage rates, with 


around 35 per cent of all its wa- 
ter lost before supplies reach 
consumers. Though leakage has 
been reduced this year, direct 
comparisons are impossible be- 
cause a larger proportion of 

water is lost over the winter. The 
company said its current leak- 
age rate on 19 October was 872 
million litres, about 10 per cent 
down on last year, but added 
that levels were expected to 
rise in the coming months. 

Other water groups will also 
face substantial cuts of between 
15 and 20 per cent in today’s an- 
nouncement, which could force 
some groups to raise their in- 
vestment spending. This year 
companies signed up to a 
voluntary leakage reduction 
scheme, setting their own tar- 
gets with Ofwat, but the new 
Government moved to manda- 
tory targets ax its Water Summit 
shortly after the election. 

Thames is investing an extra 
f20Qm until 2000 to bring down 
leakage levels, with 800 staff 
working on the programme, 
but a spokesman admitted last 


night that it could have to bring 
forward or increase the invest- 
ment. “We expect Ofwafs tar- 
get to be extremely demanding, 
but we are determined to 
achieve it," he said. 

Thames faced a political 
storm this summer when it 
warned of possible hosepipe 
bans at the same time as rais- 
ing its dividend 22 per cent. The 
company bad already faced 
criticism from Ofwat, when it 
became the only one of the 10 
privatised water and sewerage 
groups to refuse the regulator’s 
call for smaller increases in 
b31s this year. 

The group managed to diffuse 
the leakage row after tire unex- 
pectedly wet June made the re- 
strictions unnecessary. Thames 
has pointed to geological prob- 
lems behind the disparity be- 
tween its leakage rates and those 
of neighbouring Anglian Whfar. 
The company argues London 
day expands and contracts, 
putting pipes under pressure, 
while the the weight of traffic in 
the capital makes matters worse. 
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Reed could make 
£ 750 m from sale 
of I PC Magazines 


Reed Elsevier yesterday 
confirmed months of speculation 
with the announcement that it 
was considering selling its 
consumer magazines division, IPC 
Magazines. As Cathy Newman 
reports, potential buyers are 
already lining up and could pay 
more than £750m for the 
business. 

Reed said it would hope to complete a dis- 
posal of IPC. which is the UK's market 
leader and publishes titles such as Loaded, 
Woman s Own, and Country Life, early next 
year. ,\Vw Scieniisi is not included in the 
Vale. Buyers interested in the group indude 
magazine publishers at home and abroad, 
financial institutions and I PC "sown man- 
agement. 

Reed is already thought to have received 
approaches from continental publishers 
sueh as Bertelsmann. Hearsu H Bauer Pub- 
lishing. Hachettc and Axel Springer Vferlag. 
UK media companies likely to express an 
interest include United News &. Media, 
Emap and Mirror Group, which holds 46 
per cent of Newspaper Publishing, owner 
of The Independent. 


A spokesman for Bertelsmann said IPC 
was “interesting". Meanwhile, Tfeny Mans- 
field, managing director of the National 
Magazine Company, which is owned by 
Hearst said his company would take the 
possible acquisition “veiy seriously". 

Financial institutions such as Kohiberg 
Kravis Roberts, which bought Reed's re- 
gional newspaper division in 1995, are also 
likely to get a look in. It is thought John Mel- 
lon, chairman of [PC may also attempt to 
put together a management buyout. Ex- 
cluding New Scientist, IPC reported sales of 
£33 4m in the year to the end of December. 
Profit before tax amounted to £63m. 

The announcement comes just weeks 
after Reed announced a JE17bn merger with 
Wolters Kluwer, the Dutch publishing 
group. City analysts said the merger made 
the sale of IPC inevitable. 

Nigel Stapleton, co-chairman of Reed, 
said yesterday s news was not linked to the 
Wolters Kluwer deal. He added that the 
board had taken a decision last Friday and 
had appointed SBC Whrburg to advise it 
on its options. 

Mr Stapleton said the proceeds from the 
disposal would be used to develop and ac- 
quire within Reed’s core scientific, pro- 
fessional and business divisions. The 
company has also been focusing on new 
media opportunities in the past year. 



Who will buy? Reed Elsevier, which is selling its consumer magazines division, has already received a lot of interest from potential buyers Photograph R J 


He denied the timing of the an- 
nouncement had any connection with the 
recent discovery of irregularities in circu- 
lations in Reed Travel Group. Reed is to 
take a substantial hit from the affair as ad- 
vertisers will need to be compensated. 

Mr StapletOD said: “There are a lot of 
foreign players that would like to establish 
a place in this market.” 


Reed is likely to sell the ma gazin es en 
masse rather than block by block. Some 
magazine publishers hoping to enter the 
bidding for DPC speculated that the group 
may be broken up after a sale. 

Nicholas Coleridge, mana ging director 
of Conde Nast Publications, publisher of 
i ogue. said* “It would be a massive group 
for anyone to take on. It's more likely to 


be broken up and sold in parts. IPC is like 
a bran tub. A lot of it is sawdust but there 
are some great prizes." 

If IPC went to a group with a dominant 
position in UK consumer magazines such 
as Emap, it might be split up to overcome 
competition worries. 

Lorna Tflbian, media analyst at Pan- 
mure Gordon, said changes to the tax 


ime announced in the Budget mode it 

; important to keep IPC. 

She said: “Once we got an inkling that 
ance corporation tax was about to be 
.lished and after Reed merged wuh 
Iters Kluwer. [PC’s days were num- 


Would you like a phone number that turns 
a complaining customer into a happy customer? 



IN BRIEF 


United Utilities to discuss 
Sir Desmond’s successor 

Directors of United Utilities will meet today to discuss a suc- 
cessor to Sir Desmond Pilcher, the multi-utility group's con- 
troversial executive chairman. United has chosen a candidate 
to take over from Sir Desmond, who lost the confidence of 
many large shareholders after the surprise resignation this 
summer of Brian Staples, the former chief executive. The 
company is expected to downgrade the post to a nou -exec- 
utive director's role and to approve a leaving date for Sir 
Desmond, with a formal announcement due in a couple of 
weeks. One institutional investor said he should leave by the 
end of this year. Separately yesterday. United said it would 
contest vigorously a legal action launched last week by Mr 
Staples, who is claiming damages from the group which could 
total more than flm. United is disputing the scale of the claim. 

Cut-price off-licence chain 

Parisa, the third largest off-licence chain in the UK. is planning 
to take on the supermarket chains by launching a chain of 
cut-price drinks shops called Booze Busters. The group has 
opened 13 Booze Busters and plans to convert at least 50 
of its shops to the new format over the next few months. The 
shops offer savings of £1.50 on a bottle of whisky and gin 
and 2 Sp off a can of lager compared with supermarket prices. 
Since it started Booze Busters it has been contacted by hun- 
dreds of independent off-licence owners keen to convert their 
own shops. Parisa was formed in August by the £56m man- 
agement buy-out of Greenalls off-licence division. 

Dutch swoop on fraud ring 

Dutch fraud investigators will seek to install a caretaker man- 
agement at Leemhuis & Vui Loon, a broker whose director 
and co-owner has been arrested under suspicion of taking part 
in a worfd-wide criminal ring of insider dealers and forgers. 
Han Vermeulen, a former board member of the Amsterdam 
stock exchange, has been arrested along with two other em- 
ployees. while a fourth is being sought. Investigators also raided 
the Dutch arm of James Cape!, the investment house owned 
by HSBC, and two Dutch brokerages. Gcstion NV and NIB 
Securities. Mr Vermeulen was sacked tor mismanagement by 
James Cape I in 1993. The Serious Fraud Office has raided an 
unnamed London business address. According to HSBC. Dutch 
investigators wanted files of client accounts relating to a for- 
mer managing director of its Dutch wing HSBC said all sueh 
accounts had been closed when the director left in 1 993 and 
it had reported the matter to the Dutch public prosecutor. 

BG’s buy-back approved 


Every problem is an opportunity. 
So why not make it easy for people to complain? 

Already, we’re providing FreeCall 0800 numbers to many businesses 
to do just that. It’s a simple way to enhance their quality of service. 

This is just one of the many possibilities our communications 

technology is opening up. 

With so many options, it’s important for us to know what you really 
want, so we can shape and develop our products to suit you. 

That’s why we’re sending all of our business customers a 
national survey to hear their views. 

if you’re not a customer, but would like to join in, simply calf our 
survey hotline on FreeCall 0800 068 8060. 
Or visit http://www.cwcom.co.uk 



CABLE & WIRELESS 

What can we do for you? 


Shareholders in BG. the former British Gas. yesterday gave 
the go-ahead to the group's £Ubn share buy-back plan. In- 
vestors speaking for just over half the company's share capital 
voted at the extraordinary meeting, with 236 shareholders 
voting in person at Birmingham. The company said more than 
99 per cent of shareholders by value had supported the buv- 
back. which took the form of a complex capital restructuring. 
Small investors have until Friday to return their forms to take 
advantage of a free share-dealing service offered by BG. 

ScottishPower disposal 

ScoitishPower has sold Southern Water's Topmark vehicle- 
leasing business to the Smith Self Drive Group for £42m, 
the latest sale of the water group’s non*regulated operations 
following last year’s takeover. 


COMPANY RESULTS 
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Intel buys 
computer 
chip business 
from Digital 

Intel yesterday increased 
its stranglehold over the 
computer chip market 
by buying the chip 
business of US rival 
Digital Equipment and 
slashing the worid-wide 
price of its Pentium 
processor by an average 
of 20 per cent. 

Andrew Yates reports. 


Intel said that it wanted to cut 
prices of ils Pentium processors 
in an aggressive bid to increase 
its market share and raise pro- 
duction at its computer chip 
plants. 

Ronald Whittier. Intel's 
senior vice -president, said: "Our 
traditional business strategy is 
to pass on the adv ances in com- 
puting to consumers. And in- 
herent in that is, for a given 
processor, continued price re- 
ductions. We will aggressively 
market those [processors], in- 
cluding pricing, to make sure 
that we are establishing those 
machines in the marketplace.'’ 

Separately, Intel is buying 
Digital Equipment's Alpha 
computer chip manufacturing 
operations for $700m I £423m ). 
This is part of a deal to end the 
legal battle that began when 
Digital accused Intel of steal- 
ing technology. 

The deal will strengthen 
Intel's leading position in the 
computer industry and allow 
the group to expand rapidly into 
ihe business market. 
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Alarming times for the world economy 


OUTLOOK 

ON THE SHAKE-OUT 
IN THE MARKETS, 
THE EMU TIMETABLE 
AND VICKERS' SALE 
OF ROLLS-ROYCE 


The triggers for stuck market crashes are 
never predictable and the current crisis is 
no exception. Who would haw thought dur- 
ing the orderly handover of power in Hong 
Kong thus summer that a run on the for- 
mer colony's currency would precipitate the 
end of the greatest ever bull run on Wall 
Street and burst speculative bubbles around 
the world from Mexico to Brazil? 

At first it was just another day, another 
collapse in Hong Kong, with yesterday's 
6 per cent fail ail but wiping out Friday’s 
bounce and the Hang Seng still looking 
into the abyss. Analysts started talking 
blithely about the index failing to 7,1100 
but who cared, with London and Wall 
Street holding up so well? 

During the last hour of trading in Lon- 
don, however, things started to look a lot 
shakier as other emerging markets, par- 
ticularly those of South America, started 
to follow Hong Kong inlo free fall. The 
contagion spread like wild fire. We may 
not have experienced the Wind panic of 
19H7, but a worldwide shake-out is plain- 
ly under way, the repercussions of which 
are as yet unclear. 

The Hong Kong Monetary Authori- 
ty's gallant attempt to save the peg with 
the US dollar has suddenly become a seem- 
ing irrelevance in the face of collapsing con- 
fidence in the world’s biggest stock market 
and many of its smallest. It is not just the 
Dow which has scaled new heights this year 
- many emerging markets have enjoyed 
even more spectacular gains. When the fide 
(urns, (hey gel hit the hardest. 

It is all too easy in circumstances like 


these to make Apocalyptic predictions, 
many of which are likely to tum out as so 
much hogwash. Even so there are clear 
and very great dangers in the present sit- 
uation. This is not just about a lot of 
wealthy investors losing money at the casi- 
no table of the world’s financial markets. 
If other emerging markets, notably East- 
ern Europe and Latin America follow the 
R>r East into near recessionary conditions 
then what looked to be a containable and 
limited effect on ihe world economy 
when il was confined to the Pacific Rim 
begins to look very serious indeed. 

Worse, the effect of a collapse in in- 
vestment confidence in the US, would have 
quite catastrophic consequences. In ex- 
treme circumstances, depending on quite 
how recklessly investors and institutions 
have borrowed to feed the bubble of Wall 
Street and die emerging markets, it could 
by destroying consumer confidence in the 
world's largest economy lead to worldwide 
recession. Alarmist stuff, perhaps, but 
these arc alarming limes. 

Wait and see was 
the only option 

Wits this just another pica: of fancy foot- 
work from the Chancellor, another fudge, 
another eloquently phrased obfuscation? 
Or has the the Government, as il claims, 
given as dear and unambiguous a state- 
ment of its position on the single curren- 
cy as is possible given the shifting nature 
of international politics and economics? 


The knee jerk reaction, both in finan- 
cial markets and among opposition MPs 
was that he has cleverly (or not so clever- 
ly depending on your politics) ducked the 
issue once more. This Is a perfectly rea- 
sonable reading of what he said, given that 
the Chancellor both ruled out any decision 
on EMU in the lifetime of this parliament 
and gave no firm commitment to enter 
thereafter. Unlike the Opposition, he has 
not said never, but nor has there been a 
definitive answer by way of a specific date. 
Mr Brown is bock with the Ken Clarke wail 
and see position, it can reasonably be ar- 
gued. 

Moreover, this reading of the position 
is largely backed by the Treasury assess- 
ment of whether il would be right lo join 
in the first wave, published yesterday. The 
document rehearses the economic case 
against immediate entry perfectly well (the 
fact that the UK economy is out of syne 
with Germany and therefore requires dif- 
ferent short term inleresl rales), but it fails 
to put any flesh on the bone by examin- 
ing the cost to jobs, if any. or what other 
long term consequences there might he. 
The assessment itself is an inadequate 
fudge, so what could anyone have expected 
from the policy? 

Howev er, that’s only the half of it. The 
other half of Gordon Brown's statement 
gives plenty for the financial markets and 
business to get iheir teeth into. The 
Chancellor has juggled the polities and 
economics of what he rightly calls the most 
difficult issue of our generation, and 
comes up with a remarkably sensible pol- 


icy. The Government has said it ap- 
proves of the principle of monetary union, 
something the previous lot never did. has 
no constitutional objection to il and be- 
lieves it will ultimately be good for jobs 
and the economy. 

Most important of all, however, the 
Chancellor has told business and the City 
to prepare for entry 50011 after T ^ ,e 51211 
date. Meanwhile monetary’ and fiscal 
policy is going to be run as if we were al- 
ready a pan of the single currency. The 
inflation target will mirror that of the Eu- 
ropean Central Bank and the Government 
will behave with the public finances as if 
it were abiding by the rules of the stabil- 
ity pact. 

If the reaction of markets yesterday af- 
ternoon seemed lo be unfavourable, that 
is only because they had been whipped inlo 
a state of unwarranted anticipation by the 
over enthusiasm of the Financial Times. 
It is always possible that the Government 
did intend to say it would join monetary 
union soon after the start date In 1999, as 
the FT reported, but since then has been 
persuaded to change its mind. Unfortu- 
nately. there are no prizes for being 
wrongly briefed. The effect of the story 
was to confuse the markets and make them 
believe in a much swifter glide path than 
ever seemed likely or safe. What Gordon 
Brown has come up with is a policy which 
should ensure continued convergence of 
interest rates and the economy with the 
rest or Europe but continues logjve us our 
let out if the great project doesn’t work. 
Other than saying never, or yes 1999. both 


of which would be silly, it's hard to see bow 
the Chancellor could have come up with 
a be Liu r policy. 

Rolls was never 
right for Vickers 

Even when it was first mooted in 1980, the 
merger of Vickers with Rolls-Royce looked 
an odd thing to be doing. Il was never dear 
what marketing a brand like Rolls-Royce to 
the world’s rich had to do with selling ar- 
moured vehicles and tanks to the Ministiy 

of Defence. The Crewe works became a per- 
manent drain on resources, yet for years 
Vickers executives refused to consider a sale. 
In large part this was because Sir David Plas- 
low, who bad his roots in the Rolls-Royce 
part of the group, was determined to keep 
RR British. It was a question of national 
pride. In those days it was still possible to 
gel away with such sentimentality. 

Then, just as the momentum moved to- 
wards a sale, attempts to offload the com- 
pany were brought to a crushing hall in the 
recession, when sales slumped by almost 
70 per cent. Rolls-Royce's archaic model 
range, dating back to the Silver Shadow 
of the 1960s, needed replacing badly. The 
drain on Vickers investment budget, by no 
means a bottomless pit at the best of times, 
became intense. Now Rolls-Royce is off 
lo a better and richer home. By waiting this 
long. Vickers has probably secured a 
better price. Where this leaves the rest of 
Vickers is anyone's guess. Perhaps it too 
needs a richer and better home. 
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Rolls-Royce sale 
could give Vickers 
a £500m war chest 


BMW emerged 
~ yesterday as the 

strangest contender to 
■1h buy Rolls-Royce, the 
luxury car company put 
up for sale by its parent, 
Vickers, as at least one 
contender. Ford, pulled,, , 
its hat from the ring. ; . _ 

Chris Godsmork, Business 
Correspondent, reports 
on a move which could 
deliver Vickers a £500m 
war chest. 

Vickers ended months of spec- 
ulation by confirming that 
Rolls-Royce Motor Cars, the 
prestigious Crewe-based man- 
ufacturer, was on the market. 
Analysis predicted the sale 
could raise £400tn to £500m for 
Vickers, around three times 
Rolls-Royce’s asset value, given 
the huge premiums overseas car 
companies are prepared to pay 
for Luxury car brands. 

Sir Colin Chandler, Vickers’ 
chairman, defended the move, 
insisting the company could not 
continue funding Rolls-Royce's 
new model programme. ''Our 
strategic review showed us that 

* while we’ve invested a lot of 
money in Rolls-Royce, it would 
go on demanding investment 
from us ... The old days of the 
quaint British company weren’t 
right. We just couldn’t afford 
the investment.” 

The first aD-new Rolls-Royce 
car for 30 years is expected to 
emerge next spring, though the 
company has not given a launch 
dale, the result of a £200m in- 
vestment programme. It will 
be powered bv BMW 12 cylin- 
der engines, fuelling speculation 
that the German luxury car 
giant was seeking to take over 
Rolls-Royce. 

* Vickers sources said three 
W foreign car makers. BMW, 

■ Daimler-Benz and Ford, had 
registered interest in the sale. 


But last night Ford and Daimler- 
Benz appeared to rule them- 
selves out, leaving BMW as the 
leading contender. Ferrari, the 
Italian super-car maker owned 
by Fiat, also denied any interest 

A Ford spokesman said: 
“We can confirm that we are 
not interested in buying Rolls- 
Royce. That is definitive.'* 
Daimler-Benz also distanced it- 
self from the sale, saying it 
intended lo concentrate on its 
own move into Rolls-Royce’s 
territory, revealed last week, 
with the revival of the pre-war 
Maybach marque. However, 
sources insisted the German 
group was keeping a close eye 
on the process and had not bro- 
ken off contact with Vickers. 

The announcement took 
analysts by surprise. Just over 
a month ago Sir Colin had em- 
phatically denied that the group 
was about to part with Rolls- 
Royce, as Vickers unveiled 
plans to offload of its troubled 
medical products division. One 
analyst said: “There is some- 
thing odd here. They are sell- 
ing the company at a time 
when investment is high and 
profits are low. It must mean 
they are looking to do some- 
thing else with the cash.” 

One theory was that the 
group could use the funds to en- 
large its Defence Systems divi- 
sion. which makes Challenger 
tanka. Analysts said Vickers 
could offer to buy GK>Ts ar- 
moured-vehicle business. Both 
companies are in competing 
consortia bidding for two UK 
government armoured-vehicle 
contracts in the next century. 

Shares in Vickers gained 
13p to2315p on speculati o n the 
company could return cash to 
investors, though Sir Colin said 
no decisions had been taken. 

Another possibility is that Sir 
Colin wffl progressively sell off 
Vickers’ remaining businesses: 
defence, propulsion technology 
and the Cbsworth automotive 
engine maker. 


Construction work crowds the London skyline as the commercial property market booms once again 



The new Citibank building rises in the midst of the 
Canary Wharf development in London’s Docklands. 
The US bank's new home is sited next to the Canary 
Wharf station on the Jubilee line extension, the two 
projects creating one of the largest building sites in 
the capital. Festooned with cranes again, the London 
property market is booming with new construction 


flourishing on the back of fast-rising commercial rents. 
Last month, according to Richard Elfish monthly 
index, office rents rose 2.8 per cent. Despite different 
employment patterns from the late 1980s boom, 
demand for well-located, well-designed buildings has 
exceeded all expectations and the total return from 
property in the year to September (rents and capital 


growth) was more than 13 per cent. Property analysts 
predict continuing strong growth from the sector if 
gilt yields fall further and Inflation remains subdued. A 
I per cent fall in gilt yields could lead to the asset 
value of a property company with average borrowings 
rising by 20 per cent, one analyst forecast. 

Photograph: Brian Harris 


Liberty chairman loses 
institutional support 


Asda cuts costs of children’s 
medicines in attack on price-fixing 


Tamaris near deal to manage 
nursing homes in Singapore 


Tp man's, tbe UK’s fourth- 
largest nuxstng home group, is 
to run nursing homes in Sing- 
apore - the first time a UK op- 
erator has expanded overseas. 

The iteal, which could be an- . 
nounced this week, is with a 
large Ear Eastern healthcare 
group which will take a stake of 
up to 20 per cent in Tamaris. 

Tamaris will initially manage 
some 100 beds for the group, be- 
lieved to be Singaporean. Sin- 
gapore has an acute shortage of 
care facilities for the elderly and 

has no local companies experie- 
nced m running nursing homes. 

Observers estimate that the 


growing number of elderly in 
Singapore means the country 
will need more than 2JXX) nurs- 
ing home beds in the next few 
years. Thmaris is experienced in 
managing nursing homes which 
belong to other companies. 

Though it is itaiised at 
only £19m. Tamaris is one of the 
largest and fastest-growing op- 
erators in the UK. It does not 
own the nursing homes it nms, 
but leases its homes from spe- 
cialist property groups, vastly 
reducing the capital it needs to 
grow and raising returns on 

equity . - 

- Someena /ironed 


Denis Cassidy’s position 
as chairman of Liberty 
weakened further 
yesterday when some of 
die institutional 
investors said they would 
not support him in a 
battle with the family 
shareholders. 

Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports 
that one of the origins of 
Mr Cassidy's dispute 
with the family was his 
refusal to dose the store 
for the whole day of the 
funeral of Diana, 

Princess of Wales. 


One investor said that, given tbe 
company's poor recent record 
and the powerful opposition of 


both the Stewart -Liberty 
family, which owns 27 per cent 
of Ihe company, and Bryan 
Myerson. who owns 17 per 
cent, Mr Cassidy would prob-’ 
ably have to go. “Given the 
record, we wfl] not defend 
him,” one said. 

The Stewart-Liberty family 
launched its move to oust Mr 
Cassidy as chairman on Friday 
in concert with Mr Myerson. 
The board will meet to discuss 
the issue later this week. In- 
siders expect Mr Myerson and 
Odile Griffith, tbe family’s 
financial adviser, to put them- 
selves forward as joint non- 
executive chairmen. 

It emerged yesterday that 
one of the causes of the rifl be- 
tween him and the family was 
how the store should mourn tbe 
death of Diana, Princess of 
Wales. It is understood that fol- 
lowing the Princess’ death Eliz- 
abeth Stewart-Liberty, the 


matriarch of the family, con- 
tacted Mr Cassidy. She said her 
view was that the store should 
dose for the whole day. She also 
suggested that the store open 
a book of condolence for the 
Princess as it had on the death ■ 
of Winston ChurcbilL 

Mr Cassidy decided against 
the advice of Mrs Stewart-Lib- 
erty, whose late husband. 
Arthur, was chairman for 29 
years. He closed the 120-year- 
old store for the rooming of the 
funeral, in line with most other 
retailers, and chose to devote 
a display window to a Diana 
tribute rather than open a book 
of condolence. 

However, family represen- 
tatives dismissed suggestions 
yesterday that this disagreement 
was the cause of the rifl that has 
moved them to oust Mr Cas- 
sidy. “This is a major decision 
for them and they would not act 
on a whim.” a spokesman said. 


Asda continued its 
attack on retail price 
maintenance yesterday 
with a new price-cutting 
campaign on children's 
medicines. It came on 
the same day as small 
electrical retailers 
launched a campaign in 
favour of recommended 
retail prices, saying their 
abolition could force 
smaller stores out of 
business. Nigel Cope 
reports. 


Asda is cutting 25 per cent off 
the price of 10 different chil- 
dren's healthcare lines includ- 
ing S avion antiseptic cream, 
Vick’s \bpour rub and Wood- 
wards gripe wafer from today. 
It said il was launching its 


attack to highlight tbe hidden 
cost of price-fixing on families. 

Asda's chief executive, Allan 
Leighton, said: “We want fam- 
ilies to know that from the day 
their children are born, they are 
victims of unfair price-fixing. 
People are paying more than 
they should to look after their 
children's health." The price of 
Savton will be cut from £2.29 to 
£1.69 while a bottle of TCP will 
be £135 instead of £1.85. 

Asda's latest attack comes 
exactly a year after the Office 
of Fair Trading said it was re- 
ferring the price-fixing issue to 
the Restrictive Practices Court. 

The attack came as the 
Radio. Electrical aod Television 
Retailers' Association (Retra) 
wrote to the Department of 
Trade and Industry challenging 
the recommendation by the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission that recommended re- 
sale prices should be banned for 


electrical goods. Its submission 
to the DTI said the proposals 
would be “unfair and extremely 
damaging to small businesses”. 
It added that the ban was 
“likely to reduce rather than 
promote competition". 

Retra represents over 1,600 
electrical retailers which oper- 
ate around 4,000 shops. Retra 's 
chief executive, Fred Round, 
said the abolition of recom- 
mended retail prices would 
mean smaller operators would 
lose trade to larger rivals such 
as Dixons and ComcL 

He said gross margins in the 
electrical sector were among the 
lowest in all retailing, indicating 
that excessive profits were not 
being made. 

The MMC said in May that 
recommended retail prices 
should be- banned on a wide 
range of electrical items includ- 
ing televisions, video recorders, 
hi-fis and washing machines. 
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Footsie hits two-month low after being battered from all sides 
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Another walloping for shares. 
More turmoil in the for Fa^ t, 
sharp falls in other overseas 
markets and a weak New York 
left Footsie deep in the dol- 
drums, off 129 .5 points at 
4 , 840 . 7 , lowest for two months. 

Trading was not heavy and 
there was no panic selling. But 
the stock market has become 
a nervous, tense place with 
many operators looking anx- 
iously over their shoulders. 

The volatility of order- 
driven trading, on which 
Footsie calculations are 
based, is dearly exaggerating 
price movements. The new 
order has mainly encoun- 
tered timi d, retreating mar- 
kets. It must be assumed that 
when shares are in rampant 
form, any upward charge 
would benefit as the new 
trading system highlighted 
the advance. So far it has only 
encouraged the bears. 


The retreat was not con- 
fired to blue chips. Second and 
third liners were under the 
*hip as prices were marked 
downia anticipation of selling 
pressure. The FTSE 250 index 
lost 69.1 to 4 , 767.6 and the 
FTSE Small Cap index gave up 
17 . 5 p to 2362 . 9 . 

The latest EMU offering 
from the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown, merely piled on the 
agony, with Footsie falling 
further during his Commons 
speech. New York fretted 
about a speech the US bank- 
ing chief, Alan Greenspan, is 
due to make tomorrow. The 
Federal Reserve chairman is 
notoriously unimpressed by 
the recent high-octane per- 
formance of shares, and may be 
tempted to seek a further re- 
treat in his bid to take the heat 
out of equities. 

Banks and insurances, as 
well as drugs and food pro- 


ducers, were particularly hard 
hit although most sectors were 
ravaged. Resources suffered 
the sharpest decline with Rk>- 
■ Unto off 56 p to SOOp; a gold 
.price at its lowest for 12 years 
was the prime factor. 

Lonrho, another casualty, 
tumbled 7 . 5 p to 101 - 5 p, worst 
for four yeais. Billiton was top- 
pled lQp to I 76 p a gainst a 220 p 
July flotation. 

Groups with Far East con- 
nections remained top of the 
hit feL HSBC fell a further 62 p 
to l, 550 p, although stockbro- 
ker Kiliik believes the shares 
are a long-term buy. Standard 
Chartered gave up 33 p to 

637p and Inch cape lost a fur- 
ther 15.5p to 228p; the as- 
sortment of investment trusts 
with Tiger links remained 
weak. 

Rank, the leisure group, feD 
6p to 33 Up; it is making pre- 
sentations to analysts next 


week. BG was one of the few 
blue chips to sparkle, gaining 
4 p to 26 Ip as shareholders 
backed its share buy-back. 

Rexam, the packaging 
group, was busily traded with 
talk of a major shareholder un- 
loading, or at least cutting, its 
st ake The shares fell 13 . 5 p to 
309 _ 5 p. Biggest shareholder is 
Mercury Aset Management 
with 13.3 per cent 


Share Spotlight 


share pries, pence 
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Fears that Bass, the brew- 
er, has a major acquisition in 
its sights lowered the shares 
415 p to 775 p; EMI, off 29 p to 
536 p, was hit by signs of low ' 
musesales. ■ 

Vickers* plan to sell Rolls- 
Royce cars lifted the shares 
13 p to . 2323 p and Chime 
Commnmcatioiis hardened " 
5 . 75 p.to 54 _ 5 pon itsbfd to bay, 
with a little help from WPP, a 
trendy advertising agency. 

Flying Flowers, meeting 
analysts today in Jersey, 
firmed to 496 - 5 p and timber 
group John Mansfield, 
strengthened 1 . 25 p to 9 p as 
Stuart Willis, former Fisons 
chief, became chairman of 
the UK Active Bind vehicle. 

Julian Tregar and Brian 
Myerson, whose UKAF has 
been the scourge of some un- 
derperforming companies, 
have built a 65.4 per cent 
stake and intend to grow " 


Mansfield through acquisi- 
tiohs. 

Orb Estates stuck at 53 jp 
as Swede Peter Gyfierhammar 

lifted his stake to 6.94 per cent. 

Emerald Energy held at 
525 p' it duly confirmed its 
move into Argentina. Bala 
Resources was unchanged at 
1 . 75 p as the Dublin authorities 
probed the ownership ofshare 
blocks. 

Brent International, the 
chemical group, hardened to 
116 p. Sutherlands, the stock- 
broker, remain bullish. The 
company has commenced tri- 
als of a range of chrome-free 
treatments with environmen- 
tal and energy saving benefits. 
It ha«t also signed a £ 2 m four- 
year inks deal with 'Wyndebam 
Press. 

\%tson & Philip, the con- 
venience shopkeeper, put on 
5 p to 436 . 5 p. SBC Vfaburg put 
a 580 p target on the shares. 
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Savoy Asset Management . 

with £300m under manHg ^ (V . 

next month- 
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dal companies, inctudWn 

Stodtport-based stockbroker 

Ttatton & Saunders and 

Guildhall Investment Man 
a cement. Stockbroker 

Ser& Greenwood .s pr- 
ing shares at 95p. pricing the 
group at £4io. 
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Glaxo adjusts to 
life after Zantac 

Wffl the decline of ulcer drug Zantac 

f*®? 0 a bellyache wjSt 

a rafld touch of heartburn? It should 
come as no surprise to anyone that sales 
of Zantac, once the worid’s biggest -seU- 
mg drug, are falling off a cliffT 

Since Zantac's patent expired in the 
key US market m July, six companies 
manufacturing generic versions of 
Zantac have steamed in, cutting prices 

by as much as 85 per cenL 

US drug sales data for September 
show that new prescriptions for Zantac 
are down by 64 per cent. 

Sounds disastrous? Not for those fa- 
miliar with the world of lost patents. 
When Captopril. Bristol Myers Squibb’s 
heart drug, went generic in the US last 
year, it lost 80 pier cent of its volume 
sales in three weeks. 

Glaxo has warned that, at worst, 
2antac could lose 80 to 90 per cent of 
its US sales. The question was always 
not whether, but how quickly that hap- 
pened. Optimists hoped that patent lit- 
igation threats over different forms of 
Zantac would deter the generics. They 
hoped that Glaxo might sell its own off- 
patent version or that Pylorid, son of 
Zantac, would do welL None of this has 
materialised and Glaxo is letting pre- 
scription Zantac slide. 

Instead the group is focusing its-sales 
and marketing energies on new prod- 
ucts such as Serevent for asthma, Epivir 
for HTV, Zyban, an anti-smoking pill, 
and over-the-counter Zantac. The strat- 
egy is working. Strip out Zantac and 
Glaxo's sales growth is a healthy 14 per 
cent. At the half year, new product sales 
grew at an impressive 50 per cent to 
nearly one-third of the group. Though 
Zantac's fall means earnings will be Sal- 
tish this year and next, 1999 should see 
a return to double-digit growth. 

Glaxo’s earnings then should be 
growing at around L5 per cent a year, 
similar to SmithKline and Zeneca. But 
unlike these two, Glaxo post 1999 wOl 
be a pure drug play, facing no patent 
expiries. Given that, Glaxo deserves a 
rating closer to US counterparts such 
as Pfizer and Eli Lilly. These axe on 19 
times enterprise value to EBITDA 
compared to Glaxo's 15 times. 

For those with faith in life after 
Zantac, good value. 


Glaxo Wellcome: At a glance 

Market value: E43hn. share price I210p (-45p) 

UK drug groups against the stockmarfcet 
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Revamp fails 
to lift Liberty 


Chairing a family business without 
being one of the family is asking for 
trouble. Such is the experience of 
Denis Cassidy at Liberty, the Regent 
Street retailer where the Slewart- 
Uberty family holds a substantia] stake 
but has no boardroom representation. 

Brought into revitalise the tradi- 
tional store two and half years ago, Mr 
Cassidy made good early progress 
streamlining the group. He sold off 
smaller satellite stores, cut costs and 
gave the flagship store a £40m facelift. 
This followed earlier modernisation of 
the group which, until a few years ago, 
had no non-executive directors and an 
old-fashioned two- tier voting structure 

But all this revamping has done little 
for Liberty shares. They have slid 
from a 442p five-year high last autumn 
to barely more than 300p last week. The 


shares have underperformed the mar- 
ket by a thumping 40 per cent in the 
last five years and by more than 20 per 
cent during Mr Cassidy’s tenure. 

Interim results posted last month 
showed Liberty moving £137,000 into 
the red with profits eroded by a fall in 
spending by Japanese tourists deterred 
by the weak yen. Given all this, it is no 
surprise that the family has grown 
restless and that rebel investor Biyan 
Myerson, who owns 17 per cent of the 
group, also favours change. 

The family - which has 27 per cent 
- supports the board’s strategy of con- 
centrating on the Regent Street store 
together with the airport outlets. But 
it is thought they are considering a sale 
and leaseback of the valuable store site 
and possibly a sale of their entire stake. 

Far liberty's battle-weaiy share- 
holders this is no time to give up. The 
group's shares have already perked up 
since the liberty family announced 
plans for a boardroom shake-up. The 
shares rase another 225p to 3273p yes- 


terday. If the family gel their way, the 
new chairman mil be under pressure 
to improve shareholder value. And if 
Mr Cassidy somehow hangs on he will 
have to do the same. Sit tight. 

Old English Pub’s 
success story 


Most shares in the pi* sector have been 
suffering from a terrible hangover in 
the past few months. Profit warnings 
from GreenaDs and Wolverhampton & 
Dudley, in particular, have given 
investors the shakes. 

Not so, the Old English Pub 
Company. This fast-growing group 
shrugged off the wet summer, which 
dampened beer sales, to produce 
another great set of results. Pre-tax 
profits leapt lo£Z3m (£81 IfiOO) in the 
six months to September. 

The group has achieved its success 
by developing a portfolio of coaching 
inns, small hotels and pubs with restau- 
rants attached. The formula is simple. 
Old English Pub chcrry-picks new 
sites from the plethora of independent 
premises up for sale. By avoiding city 
centres and large towns it can usually 
buy new pubs and hotels at reasonable 
prices. Then it applies tried and tested 
management techniques and tightens 
up financial controls to improve profits. 

Add the fact that business is boom- 
ing, helped by the rapid growth in eating 
out and the upturn in the hotel industry, 
and it is easy to see why the group has 
been such a success story. 

Of course, no company can keep 
growing at this sort of rate for long. And 
gearing is now ll6 per cent which 
means it will probably have to issue 
more equity to fund its spending spree. 

However, given the group’s hotel oc- 
cupancy is just 58 per cent, there should 
be growth to come. There is no short- 
age of coach inns and hotels for sale. 
And as Old English Pub tends to serve 
older, more affluent customers, it is less 
vulnerable to an economic slowdown. 

The group's shares have soared from 
5 Op on the AIM market over the past 
few years and risen from 2G5p since it 
joined the main market in April. An- 
alysts forecast full-year profits of £42m, 
putting the shares, which rose another 
7p to 262-5p yesterday, on a prospective 
p/e ratio of 15. Good value. 
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Turnaround expert Stnart'Vfaflis has been out 
of the media spotlight recently, foUowing bis very 
public parting of ways with the Fisons phar- 
maceutical company in 1995. But he certainly 
hasn't been twiddling his thumbs. “I have been 
approached over the past two years by a num- 
ber of larger UK institutions to get involved in 
a variety of public companies," he said yester- 
day. Of the offers he has received, Mr "Wallis has 
accepted just a few, including timber products 
company John Mansfield Group’s (JMG) in- 
vitation to become chairman, announced yes- 
terday. Mr VVhllis is also involved in several 
private companies and is non-executive chair- 
man of both Scholl and the Yorkshire Group. 

Mr Wallis is known for, in his own words, 
"sorting businesses out and making changes in 
them". He has been responsible for bringing nu- 
merous companies back from the brink, including 
Octopus Publishing (prior to its sale to Reed), 
the Bowater packaging group and Fisons. In the 
process, Mr Wallis has netted himself some size- 
able bonuses. After French-controlled Rhone- 
Foulenc bought Fisons. it gave Mr Wallis, then 
Fisons' chief executive, a £L5m pay-off. 

Mr Wallis' agenda at JMG is more of the 
same. He sees himself as a “hands-on" chair- 
man and wants to use J MG as a vehicle for “ac- 
quiring much larger businesses", some, if not alL 
of which will have need of his famous corpo- 
rate recovery skills. Though Mr Willis officially 
starts at JMG on 1 November, his first full day 
in the office is aptly scheduled for fireworks night 
on 5 November. 

Simon Burgess, bead of GoodfeDow Rebecca 
Ingrams Pearson (Grip), the London-based 
underwriting agency, was once quoted as saying 
be “parted the feeble-minded from their 
money". Presumably he was referring to the hold- 
ers of his more off-the-wall policies, which pro- 
vide financial protection for alien abductees and 
modem day Virgin Marys, rather than prospec- 
tive purchasers of his new “safe” range of prod- 
ucts, to be launched today. Mr Burgess's latest 
insurance product provides “oae^stpp shop” pro- 
tection in the event of unemployment, and cov- 
ers outgoings ranging from golf club 


membership to counci] tax. Rather staid, com- 
ing from the man who insures prostitutes 
against backaches and headaches. 

Let's hope purchasers of Mr Burgess’s latest 
policy have a little more luck with their claims 
than holders of what Mr Burgess characterises 
as his “more unusual" products. There has never 
been a successful claim against Mr Burgess's 
“alien abduction” policy, for example, which 
requires would-be claimants to provide 
“independent third-party testimony, photo- 
graphic or video evidence" of their plight. At 
least his latest policyholders only have to prove 
“involuntary unemployment”. 

Who says news editors are the only ones to smile 
at the upheaval in the financial markets? Thanks 
to a charity day organised by Tradition Financial 
Services (TFS), an over-the-counter derivative 
brokers, it looks like Save the Children and the 
NSPCC are set to benefit too. Sam Safladi, man- 
aging director of TFS, has agreed to donate all 
money earned by his currency options depart- 
ment this Thursday to the two charities. 

“Generally speaking, volatility is good for 
business," said Mr Saffadi yesterday, adding that, 
given recent fluctuations in the foreign exchange 
markets, “the currency options department 
has been very active and is doing well”. 

1 guess that officials at the NSPCC and Save 
the Children have their fingers crossed that 
Thursday proves to be yet another turbulent day 
in the City. 

Sir Tim Bell’s public relations group. Chime 
Communications, has at long last confirmed it 
is in merger talks with Howell Henry Chalde- 
cott Luiy. die flamboyant advertising agency run 
by Rupert Howell. Chime is owner of, among 
others, Lowe Bell and Lowe Bell Financial. Sir 
Tim is likely to make a full-blown announcement 
of the deal, which would almost double Chime's 
size, along with its interim results later this week. 
The price tag for Howell Hemy, described as 
a Saatchi & Saatchi for the Nineties and known 
for its wild and wacky Thngo and Pot Noodle 
campaigns, could be as much as £20m. 

But there's an intriguing twist to the tale. 
Chim e said yesterday it was looking for a 
“trade investor" to take a minority stake in the 
newly merged group. The name in the frame is 
Martin Sorrell's WPP Group, the marketing ser- 
vices network. And the link? Both Sir Tim Bel] 
and Martin Sorrell worked at Saatchi & Saatchi 
together. Sources tell me WPP could end up buy- 
ing more than 20 per cent of the merged group. 

WPP has been snapping up shares in a rival 
media-buying minnow, CIA Group. Mr Sorrell 
could be forgjven for feeling flush at the moment 
though. Tbday be is to collect a share bonus worth 
more than £33m, taking his income under WPP's 
incentive scheme to £19 m. The bonus was trig- 
gered after the shares remained above a target 
level of 265p for 60 consecutive working days. 
And there’s probably more to come. If the shares 
reach and stay above 304p for 60 days, Mr Sorrell 
will earn his fourth and final bonus, boosting his 
earnings from the scheme to £25m. WPP 
aficionados are keen to point out that Mr 
Sorrell's profit did not come without pain; he 
parted with £2m when the scheme started. 
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j Elam on time 

• as Broncos 

; fight off Bills 


Edgar Renteria of the Florida Martins hits a single off Cleveland’s Charles Nagy to give his team a 3-2 win and the Series in overtime on Sunday, before being mobbed by his team -mates Photographs: Reuter 


Marlins conquer the world, but not all of America 


The Florida Marlins have 
made history by 
becoming the first wild 
card team to win the 
World Series, just five 
years after entering the 
major leagues. But, says 
*upen Cornwell, while the 
last of the seven games 
was a classic and a great 
new pitcher may have 
been unearthed in Livan 
Hernandez, the Marlins* 
victory over Cleveland 
Indians was not the 
sport's finest moment. 


In the end. as they have for 
most of the season, the Marlins 
did it the hard way. Buoyant 
from a convincing 4-1 win the 
previous evening, Cleveland 
seemed to have baseball’s 
supreme prize within their 
grasp in the seventh and de- 
ciding game, when they led 2- 
I going into the bottom of the 
ninth with their ace closer Jose 
Mesa on the mound. But it was 
not to be. 

The Martins eked out two 
singles before Craig Counsell 
produced a sacrifice fly to lev- 
el the scores, and for just the 
fourth time in a a century the 
deciding game of the Series 
went into extra innings. At that 


point, the National League 
champions were not about to 
disappoint an ecstatic 67,000 in 
Miami's Pro-Player stadium 
and millions more believers in 
south Florida and beyond. 

Through the 10th. dead- 
lock persisted. Then, in the bot- 
tom of an electrifying 11th 
innings, the Martins' old 
warhorse Bobby Bonilla sin- 
gled, and thea advanced to 
second on a misplay by the In- 
dians infielderlbny Fernandez. 

With the bases loaded and 
just one out remaining, Edgar 
Renteria hit a soft single up the 
centre to score the winning run. 
Miami had its first major pro- 
fessional sports title in a quar- 


ter of a century, and from South 
Beach to Little Havana, from 
Pahn Beach to Key West, a rity 
and half a state went berserk. 

Nowhere though was re- 
joicing greater than in the real 
Havana, 200 miles south across 
the Florida straits. Every Series 
has its fairy tale. This one be- 
longed to Livan Hernandez, a 
22-year-old Cuban defector 
who twice outprtched Cleve- 
land's redoubtable Orel Her- 
shiser to give the Marlins a lead 
in the Series they would never 
lose. And not onfy that; his 
mother was watching too. 

In a gesture that might prove 
Fidel Castro’s craftiest ploy, the 
Cuban dictator allowed Miriam 


Carreras avisa to travel from Ha- 
vana to watch Sunday's game - 
from the private box of Ttayne 
Huizenga, the Martins 1 owner 
(who a few months ago was 
threatening to sell the team, so 
disappointed was he at the Mar- 
tin's then failure to deliver on the 
$90m (£57m) he had invested in 
new players). 

A year ago, Hernandez was 
fat, out of form and miserable. 
H I was eating too much, I had 
no friends, I didn't know any- 
one in Miami,*’ he said. Sunday, 
however, was an apotheosis: 
"This is the happiest day of my 
life. My mother's Here and 
we're champions — the victory 
I give to ber," And, he might 


have added, he had just been 
voted Most Valuable Player in 
the Series, only the second 
rookie to be so honoured 

But one unforgettable game 
does not a season, or a World 
Series, make. Not by a stretch 
are Florida and Cleveland base- 
ball's best teams. Any permu- 
tation of two from Atlanta, 
Baltimore, Seattle or .Los An- 
geles would have have surely of- 
fered a better spectacle these 
last lOdays. 

Play-off baseball should be 
a taut, low-scoring affair. This 
time, the teams combined for 
81 runs, one short of the all- 
time record. TWenty five alone 
came in that horrific, error- 


strewn 14-11 Martins' win in tb£ 
third game last Thesday. Be- 
tween them, Florida and Cleve- 
land pitchers issued an 
unprecedented 76 walks, an- 
other measure of the sloppy 
baseball on display. 

The greatest ignominy, 
however, was meted out by 
television. No World Series 
has attracted lower ratings, 
and on Sunday evening the 
start was delayed by 25 minutes 
to allow NBC to complete cov- 
erage of an American football 
game. Game Seven of a World 
Series, in front of 67,000 fans, 
held up to accommodate reg- 
ular season NFL? Baseball has 
fallen far indeed. 
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i game of the season 3-20 over 

j the Bills in overtime. 

Denver, whose 

l Buffalo had been m doubt be 
I cause of blizzard conditions m 

! the mountains. hlewa^poin' 

: lead in the final regulation pe- 

! riod before Jason 0amss^e- 

; winning field gP 3 * 01 estl jJ 

His 33 -yard kick allowed 
! Denver to maintain iheu one- 
; lead in AFC West over 

! SasCityOd^ wbosmyed 

I close behind with » 28-® vrc 
! tory over St Louis. Pete Stoy- 
| anovich hit four field goals for 

• Kansas Cify- 

Seattle Seafaawks continue 
‘ to impress after a terrible start 

I to the season, beating Oakland 

j Raiders 45-34, with WarTen 
j Moon registering five touen- 
5 down strikes. 

A key meeting in AFC cen- 
S tral saw Pittsburgh Steelers 
I fight back from a 10-0 half-tune 
deficit to win 23-17 over Jack- 
J sonvillc Jaguars in overtime, 
giving them sole possession or 

' first place in the division. 

Jerome Bettis went from vfl- 
: lain to hero for Steelers after 
fumbling the ball his 16-vard 
i line to pul Jaguars in the lead. 
i Bui after Norm Johnson's 
: equalising 19-yard field goal late 
; in normal time, Bettis caught a 

• shovel pass from quarterback 
. Kordell Stewart and ran 17 
: yards for the winning touch- 

• down in overtime and Steelers 
; fifth consecutive victory. 

One of the surprise teams of 

• the season. New York Giants, 
: came back from a 21-10 half- 
’ time deficit to beat Cincinnati 

Bengals 29-27. New York now- 
enter a free week with a two 

• game lead in NFC East- 

Results and Cables, 
Sporting Digest, page 31 
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Today we publish the latest results of The 
Independent Fantasy Football League. The 
player scores are for all games played up to 
October 26th, while the league table 
Includes all scores up to October 19th. The 
overall winner at the end of the season will 
receive a trip to the World Cup finals in 
France 


Every time one of your players score you get four points. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time their team 
keeps a dean sheet If a player scores the winning goal, ie.: if 
there is a one goal difference in the scoreline, the player scor- 
ing the final goal for the winning team is awanied 1 bonus point 
awarded in addition to standard goal related points. Each suc- 
cessful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead directly to 
a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of our experts 
on the matter is finaL Each player selected and starting a game 
will be awarded one point 


If a player is given a Yellow Card they lose 1 point if a play- 
er is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, either 
scored or conceded, do not count 

The Premiership Manager that you choose will be award- 
ed 3 points if their real-life team wins, 1 point is a warded if they 
draw and no points are given if they lose 

Updated player scores and league tables will be published 
every Tuesday in The Independent and repeated the foD owing 
Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 
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INDEPENDENT FANTASY FOOTBALL 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - U OCTOBER 


LEAGUE TABLE 


POS NAME 


TEAM 


POINTS 


.i 

1 fir Phil Tufler 
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459 


6 Mr Phrtin RobercRove^s 


Mr B Srai 


Tho Untouchables 


,. 457 - 

456' 
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Mr David Aston 

Billy's Beys 2nd II 

456 
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Mr Archer 

No.Wr^ht 
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— ._ 


Mr Stewart Scoa 

MaiiqcLW 

The Dream Team 

4Br 
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Mr Chris Thomas 

Scunthorpe Extras 

449 
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. Mr Davfd Baker 

DwlBeat 

446 
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Mr Midael RidartJ 

Afler Lamberg 
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17 

Mr K*n Boyle 

CkBSton Rovers 

442 
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Mr P Green 
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Dettori the globe-trotter is nearly grounded 




An around-the-world 

whistle* stop tour 
booked by a top rider 
came close to being 
wrecked yesterday when 
he fell only moments 
after winning a race at 
Leicester. 


Panic was on the agenda as 
Frankie Dettori trudged hack 
Atowards the stands bolding his 
^right arm away from his body. 
He bad been thrown hv his 
mount, landing heavily on his 
right shoulder. The obvious 
fear was that the jockey had 
damaged his collar-bone. 

Dettori had just landed the 
fifth race on V&hiba Sands. But. 
as Wahiba Sands cantered back, 
he stumbled and Dettori was 
pitched over the horse's head. 

RESULTS 

LEICESTER 

1-30: 1. MYTTONS MISTAKE (J Bosevi 
H-2; 2. Silver Harrow 6-1; 3. ScatfMtourv 
9-2 few 15 ran. a 'k. (A Bate* Tarporievl 
TOW: £740; £200, £1BG MOF™® 
CSF CW A Tricast CS83& Tno: CELECl Noi 
R unner BataPst 

2.00: 1. CAVERS FI ELD (Dane CTNeiBi 
7-1:2. Zuryal 20- 1 , 3. Pure Nobility 9-4 
fav 11 ran. ha hd. (R Harmon, East Ever- 
Toto: £700: £150. 0520. Ct£a . DF: 
C351S0. CSF: E13&53. Tricasl'. £33233. 
Tno: £13630. 

2.30: 1. ALT1BR (L Denote) B-H far 2. 
■Lonoeome Dude 7-1: 3. Mudalal 6-1 13 
Wen. 2. 6 (Saeed bn Surocr, Newmerfeert 

TbtK £170: £11Q Eaaj £t7Q DF: E4SQ CSF 
E6.16. Tno: £1170 NR; tncfpta. inespta 
(10-1) withdrawn rial imder ordere; Rule 4 
appfesto board pneas only, deduction 5p 

3.00; 1. MESHHED (K Fatal) EM. £ 
Groom's Gordon 7-1 : X Danckig Drop 13-8 
lav. 8 ran. V*. V- (B Hanbury Newmartsu 
ToW E3J0: £20H CUQ CWt DF: £1200 CSF; 
raw. 

3*30: 1. WAHIBA SANDS (L Dettori) 4-6 
tav: 2 Besiege 2-1. x Secret Bafloi 13-2. 
S ran. 2 6h-hQ (J Diteop. Arundel). Tole: 
£160: Cl 40, C1A0. DF: £isa CSF- £2.16 
4.00: 1. SOLO SPIRIT (J F Egan) 20-1; 
2. Positive Air iB-i: 3 Empirical 5-2 tav 
22 ran. 2. bd fJ Jenkins. Boystnni rota: 
£2600; £740 £6:0 £240 DF £26610 
CSF; £33448. Trio: E33a70; CUTQ earned 
lorward to Ftodcar 240 today. 

4J0: 1. IMDMQHT SHIFT (K Raton) »-l ; 
2. Broadstaira Baauty 8-1 ; 3. Bowteur 33-1 ; 
4. Suporbtl 16-1 22 ran. 5-1 lav Bayn. »/., 
sh-hd. (R Guest. NewmaitotL Toto: ££90: 
CS.C. £326 £260: £406 DF: £S69a CSF: 
C10205 Tncast £254276 Trio: E3088U: 
£352306 earned forward to Redcar 240 to- 
day. 

Jackpot: nol wwi; £308201 carried forward 
to Leicester today. 
fSSacepofc £1140 Quadpot DL2Q 
Mbce 6: £1243 Place 5. £636 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Mill End Quest 
(Redcar 1.35) 

NB: Royal Result 
(Redcar 4.15) 


UNGFIELD 

12.50: 1. CASTLES BURNING (J 
Weaver) 7-1 . 2. KalB B-4 fair. 3. Avarfll Blue 

9- 211 ran. rfit-hd. V*. (C Cyzer. Horatiaml 
Tote: £650: Eiaa £186 £166 DF: £1190. 
CSF: £1981 Tricast £7281 Trio: ClQIQ 

1 2D: 1. HOUSB<EEPER (TSprake) 8-1; 
2. Red Rabbit 3-1 ; 3. Confidante 3-1 10 
ran. 94 tar Chocolate (Sfrij. 3‘k, nk. (R Chart- 
ton BeckharryAXillbtB: £1090; E226 £176 
cm DF; CT546 CSF; £3032 Tno: E0Q76 
150: 1. DERRYUUIN (T Sprate) C-l; 
2. Free Option 8-1 ; 3. ChryaoUte 6-1 10 
-ran. 4-6 tav Celtic Pageant (5th 1 nk. 7. (R 
luwton BocFharipron) Tote; £020: £356 
^£196 C14Q DF: £45.16 CSF: £9284 Trio: 
E326Q 

250: 1 . MAOJAMUA (R FYranch) 9-2; 2. 
Pursuit Venture 52 tav. 3. Hmer QoB Pm- 
sian 20-1 10 ran. 37». 2 (L Cunam. New- 
marivrt) Tole: W JO; CifiQ £14Q £230. DF: 
£1480 CSF: £1503 Trio: £8376 

250: 1. KHALAS (R Hfc) 4-Tl far, 2. 
Storm Ciy 14-1 ; 3. King Slayer 20-1 9 ran. 
i ■/., a (B HJb. Larrboum) Hate: £140; £u6 
£120 DF: £1050 CSF: CWft Trio: 

£2210 

620: 1. LEGS BE FRENDUT {J Reid) 

10- 1; 2. Rare Indigo 5-1; 3. RagatalOO-l 
B ran. 7-4 tevCortechy CasOe (BttiV 7». 17. 
(K McAiAHa, Larrmoum) Tote: £700: £126 
£156 COO DF: 5X90. CSF: £4895. 

350: 1. MYSTIC QUEST U Ffcarfl 10-1; 
2. Rehaab 12-1; 3. Krayyan Dawn 7-1 13 
ran. 7-4 tav Hariaqum Ufa* («h). V/., V*. IK 
McAuCfte, LamtJoum) Tots: £1260; £286 
£476 £L7Q DF: CB2.10. CSF: £12695. Trto- 
ast £84901 I'R- Drtwombe Had Trio: 
£32840: part won. £37936 earned forward 
_ro Redcar 240 today. 

| -120: 1. PEGASUS BAY (J Qisnn) 0-1; 
TL Everset 20-1 ; 3. Akaflm KM. 18 ran. 7-2 
lav Step On Degas, M. V*. (Mbs A Embsi- 
COB. Newmarket). TWa £900; £336 £786 
C380 DF: £10196 CSF: £19846 Trio: 
£16 160 

PlacepoL ££230a Quodpat £3686 
Place 6; £10592. Place 5: £7153 
TOWCESTER 
140: 1. EMMAS (A P McCoy) 114 tav; 

2. Margl Boo 100-30: 3- Royal Hand tt-t 
B ran. 3 6 (M Ppe) IbtK £236 £14Q £176 
C316 DF: £350 CSF: £806 Trio: £956 Non 
Runner Srt Fossa 

2.10: 1- THE WHOLE HOG (N 
Wferrnai) 94 tav, 2. Cowd Barachota 7-2; 

3. Functieon Gale 5-1 SraiLj, 

L TWb £240: IM9Q £156 DF: £386 CSF: 


2.40: 1. MOSCOW EXPRESS (A 
Won) tMI tav; 2. Jamaican FBght 5-2: 
30py Geof 8-1 5 ran. 
m) W £190; E146 £140 DF; £2tt CSF: 

^1* 1. PARLIAMENTARIAN TO Gafr- 

tatfra) 11 -4; 2. Oubefle 94; 6 Fawdno 2-1 
few! 5 ran. 2a 1 '!.. (T E330: 

£186 £146 DF: D486 CSF: raOS 

350: 1. SNOW BOARD (Deftec Byrne) 

,4 r siav;2.PrideauxPrtoce7-2:3.lceMag- 
'^25- 1 5 raru 4. dfci (Me *te|rn»Jor«g 
te £170; £126 £150 DF: £330 CSF: £3S6 
’“lb: 1- KEEN’S TYPHOON (A PMc- 
Coyl 7-2; 2. VbungDetewrariiM; 3. Spi- 
ral Flyer 6-1 9 ran. 31 
hd. 37 j- (T M^ovem). "We: 
wai £196 DF: £006 CSF: E28L71 Trto- 
asl: CM587. Trio: £B4a _ _ 
Ptacepot £1096 Quadpot: £476 
Place 8: £2157. Place 5- £1483 

• Hever Golf Rose, the win- 
ner of Sunday’s Group Three 
Prix du Petit Couvert at 
Longchamp has been nomi- 
nated for the Breeders’ Cup 
Sprint at Hollywood Park on 8 
November. 

^ One Man and Barton Bank 
were among eight entries for- 
Saturday s Charlie Hall Pattern 
Chase at Wetherby at yester- 
day's five-day stage. 

% Shadow Leader will be 
% among the entries for the Mur- 
f phy's Draughtflow Hurdle at 

Cheltenham on 16 November. 

0 Grand National winner 
Lord Gyliene will be out of ac- 
tion untD the New Year after 
suffering an injury on the gal- 
lops yesterday. 


Oeiton is due to set off at 
the weekend for Australia, the 
United Stales and Rome, rid- 
ing some of the best horses in 
the world along the way. 

But. after hying seen by n 
doctor, the Italian was passed 
fit and wax even able to ride 
again in a later race. “I'm OK.” 
Dettori said. "I just landed on 
my shoulder and hit my funny 
»>ne. I had hurl my other 
shoulder in ihe summer so at 
first I was a little worried.” 

If Dettori’s initial reaction 
was one of concern, it does not 
hear comparison to the reper- 
cussions that would have .swept 
through international racing. 

His forthcoming engage- 
ments include next Tuesday’s 
Melbourne Cup - in which he 
rides Arabian Story for the 
Queen. The jockey then flies to 
California for the Breeders* 
Cup. Immediately after riding 


1998 Champion Hurdle (2m 1 10yds) 

H«ra fTrana] Corel WB«re Hta Lartertcu 

ires 

SJrotoo Loader (C Eqorian] 

9-1 

6-1 

8-1 

-5-1 

•stteraqjAPOTtaoVW 

8-1 

71 

8-1 

71 

Mate A Stand (M P|*H 

7-1 

8-1 

7-1 

7-1 

Colter Boy (J OB| 

18-1 

C-l 

C-1 

18-1 

StanarUiio [D Mdwfcon) 

20-1 

K-1 

20-1 

<rt 

Grimes (C RocfrerM 

23-1 

2D-1 

H-1 

25-1 

Tm Suppoter |R Ronel 

25-1 

C-l 

20-1 

14-1 

Ju»w*i (J Oto) 

25-1 


25-1 

25-1 

Theafroworid lAP OBnenAfi 

doutefii 

25-1 

25-1 

2&1 

Qmo Star (j M Jarimail 

B-1 

33-1 

33-1 

251 

ktaraao(MreMRButacy) 

33-1 

20-1 

20-1 

25-1 

ZaratateojDMcrttoi} 

39-1 


33-1 

25-1 

Beflator(GBB*toQ) 

33-1 

33-1 

50-1 

23-1 

£ochwnraqMtinaodac.paca. t.2. JrCtatoAra. Hescc* J7At»e« 



RACING’S FUTURES MARKET 


1998 Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m 2f 110yds) 

Horen (Tirtteri 

Coral 

Vflbcnltt 

tedtaote* 

-am 

Dorans Pride Oil Kugar.Yfl 

7-1 

6-1 

61 

61 

Mf UuSgan iNCnancel 

8-1 

8-1 

10-1 ■ 

0i 

Adrta^in Boy iG RehartSl 

16-1 

K-1 

18-1 

S-1 

teparlNCdliF SutnertaaW) 

20-1 

e-i 

201 

201 

EpatayGstaiCPanai 

20-1 

14-1 

201 

S-1 

Strong Prorata IG Httairfi 

16-1 

B-1 

201 

201 

Trio Grey Mote rG RanOI 

20-1 

B-1 

B-1 

201 

CooroeHO IWDcmsi 

25-1 

K-1 

K-1 

K-1 

Cyborgo (M tori 

16-1 

20-1 

B-1 

261 

Rough Quest (T Casey] 

20-1 

20-1 

201 

K-1 

Oanol (T FdeyAI) 

33-1 

20-1 

201 

B-1 

Lord Gftene |5 Brncfehrrei 

25-1 

— 

301 

25-1 

Surry Bay (C&a*S ! 

33-1 

25-1 

301 

261 

£*fr«V4rjta*ar«iaoas.ptieei. 1.2 JiCStaflartam, Jtvs£f I9 Ux&h j 


Singspicl. the Japan Cup and 
Duhai World Cup winner at 
Hollywood Park. Dei tori takes 
off for a lop event in Italy. 

Peter Burrell, the jockeys 
manager, explained: "It will 
he a bit light gelling from Cal- 
ifornia as a 5pm flight won’t get 


to Europe until midday on the 
Sunday. But Ihe people who 
have arranged everything are 
sure it can be done in lime to 
gel him to Rome.” 

Ireland’s main Breeders' 
Cup contender. Desert King, 
winner of the frish 2,tKJU 


Guineas and the Irish Derby, 
was confirmed a runner yes- 
terday by trainer Aidan 
O’Brien. 

"Desert King is in good 
form and will do most of his 
work at home before being 
flown to America a couple of 


days before the Breeders* Cup. 
He’ll be accompanied by his 
lead horse. Code of Honour," 
O’Brien said. 

O’Brien was speaking at 
Leopardstown races, but would 
not have been universally pop- 
ular with everyone at the bank 


holiday meeting after his Kin- 
cara Palace sprang a 10-2 sur- 
prise in the Group Three 
Killavullan Stakes. 

The two-year-old got home 
by a neck in a blanket finish 
from stablemate Musk Lime. 
But further behind was anoth- 
er stablemate, Chateau Royal, 
who had been all the rage in the 
betting ring. In fact. Christy 
Roche’s mount was backed 
down from 7-4 into 4-5. 

Chateau Royal was slowly 
into his stride, failed to get a run 
early in the straight and was left 
flat-footed as Seamus Heffer- 
nan produced his mount Kin- 
cara Palace with a surge on the 
wide outride. 

O’Brien said: “Kincara 
Palace won a nursery so well lust 
week at Navan that wc had to 
let her take her chance. She is 
really improving and lhat was 
her third win on the trot.” 


CHELT ENHAM □owl NhchoisQfl can gain an appropriate victory tn the race wfvcti rememaers he tartar 

HYPERION 

1 -40 Whirlawhile 3.25 Circus Star 

2.15 Noble Colours (nb) 4.00 Dromhana 

2-50 Stanmore 4.30 Arctic Triumph 


GOING: Gooa (Good lo Fern m placet, watered) 

• Left-hand ciaac-png course with am fences Upha iuti-bi of 240yd 
WCou^ec vnnonhot town off A435. e«s fcnfe from Chaftentam ra* stelion (served by 
Bnslof Btnrvngnam and London. Paddmgtoni 2m. ADMISSION: Club & TaKecsafc com- 
bmed Ci2 (juntas 16-2J years. £»i. Courage Enctosure £5 CAR PARK; Fine 

• LEADING TRAINERS {5-YEAR RECORD): M Pipe — 28 wroers hero 223 runners gives 

a . ra " 0 °* la£% - D Nicholson 24-158 (1 S2M N Twfeton-Oovtas 22-200 (TT°o). 

J Gifford 16-lCn pSifol 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: R Dunwoody — 31 vwtrwis. 173 riles. 179%. N WlfUamson 27- 
in (343%) A P McCoy 21-89 (238%) A Maguire 26 «B (M5^) 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Cast! a Amro *30) 


ortth NISHAMIRA. Successful at Rav tfi and Hiruirigdan last Kim. the grey nura iven net 
im !wc starts ms term, both a Worcester and looted certain to complete a rsn-tnes 
when m front approactwig the last of UrtOReter orty to irate a instate m that flight and 
go under a short-head to Danegofci Nshamra shoutd aghan take care of Nordfc Breeze, 
20tengtfisbxinmrdaiUilawte(and7bbete>afl Albemine, alter refusing at Worces- 
ter last month on he chasng bow. appreciated the switch back to hurc&ng when Beal 
ng Be* or easty at Sedgefeid but was narrowly beaten by 50-1 dxn Steam On when a 
9-2 on cftanco at Piimpion aghi days ago ktahamraS man nvta appears to be Cran- 
don Boulevard, wta hod the Nichoiscxvlraned favourite TaUmarh cock m tounh when 
Mmnng over j longer fou way at Slrotford ten days ago Sotacdon. NSHAUflA 


firtffied unplaced on te teKfing bow behind ttgh in The Ctaxfc at Lurtow m Febnary. 
but tolowed with a lwo-and-a-half- length second to Ozzo E Mezzo at Soulhwefl 18 days 
later. He hasit raced smee tan mom prtMtte most dangec Cakrare. now with Josh Grf- 
tad. had orty two races last temi when varied by Alan Jarvis and finshed a crediiabte 
tfwl « Htaylarere nayaf ivsncanton in the 6ret of fhem Selertfon. CWCJJS STAR 

ENIGMA NIGHTCLUB AMATEURS HANDICAP CHASE 
(CLASS £) £5,000 added 3m If 


4.00 


Pi 4f)|TlMEF0nM HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added 3YO 
1 2m noyds 


1 U4FSG SOUTVCBN (12) (D) (Bl Sown) WGU Timor 11 3 - J tower (7) B 

2 C57MM MAGIC (F2ZJ (Oetanere torfrashp) W Me O 2 ■ MRKtadS 

3 IRSAL(F75)(ftdart Green |F«P8rtngs))M Pipe W 12 A P McCoy 

4 PAYASO (F62) (David Nakirai R Stonge t) 12 -JOdQty 

5 222 PRAIRE lHN5ntEL (USA) (6) (BF) (Martn Brock) R Dckn O C R Dunwoody 

6 TRISiTA ML (F4S) (Its JCney Rcbrism) P Cfcten D t? AUogun 

7 3 WVdRLA WHILE (17) (BF) (Chetotiari Racng Udl Ife VWtems i0 C._N WSBamson 

-7doctaed- 

BETT7NG: 11-10 IrsaL 7-2 WMrtmfito.4-T Frame Mnstref, 3-2 Cwtaki Magic. 12-1 SotefiemCtarf 
33-1 others 

1998 Doom Geen |FR> 3 T1 8 A P McCoy 2-5 bv (M Rpe) B ran 
FORM GUIDE 

IRSAL. who changed hands for 40fl00gns at the Newmarket JJy Sales, going to Mar- 
t*i Pipe horn Alec Stewart, was the hghest rated of these on the Flat The Nashwan con 
opened rts account a Salisbury in he fra race from his new stable and turned n a fine 
iun « tee lbte GoM Trophy at Gbnous Goodwood MMwig fifth of « to the subsequenffy 
dtaquaffied Memon&e: ftsal w# have been weff schooled lor this first crack al the wfnter 
game and can make a successful start. Southern Chief is the orty hmlea winner n the 
held of seven, but had luck on hta side when comng home by 24 lengths al Devon last 
month as Gray Pastel (a stablemate of the selection) was hofctag every chance only to 
topple over two fights out and mat rival went on to beat Bl Turner^ charge five lengths 
at Taunton Prairie Minstrel has fireshed runner-up in his three races, the latest when 
finitaig Kngdom Emperor a length and a half too good at Ludow. Wta tarfifc . who was 
making he junping debut when only a short head betad Robin Diddnfc runner in SBema 
Creek's race at Wbrcester. can reverse the form with mprovement 8reiy Certain Mag- 
to. another toning raend. g3med consecutive Flat victories In amateus events atVWwr- 
haiTBton in August and Haydock the lolowrg month end has schooled wef over tvrijer 
at home Selection: «SAL 


2.15 


FRENCHIE NICHOLSON- CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS’ 
HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) E3,000 added 2m 110yds 

11-234 MOflDIC BREEZE (11}(D)(kltafaalT!B Jones) MRpeSh D GSuppki V 

0WH2 ALBBIBC(USA)(B)(D)(BF)(GW&SCOe)P&atesBtl7 G Hogan 

IP-441 CRANDON BOULEVARD (10) (Ms 5MonE) tts JNman4H 5.-. RGanard(7) 

M-TC MSHAURA (24) (D) (BF) (V P Bute Dwetopmeru) D Ndrobon 5 it 2 — R Thornton 

03FF? NOBIE COLOURS (2i) (D)t$GQifBa) SG0tos 4 X)B DJKMnegh 

20-122 BKRAM p7) (W P Bore) R Dctai 4 01 XAbpunr 

-S declared - 

BETTING: 2-1 Mshanfee, 3-1 CnrelM Bulevsr6 4-1 Nordte Breeze. 11-2 AtaKBkw. 10-1 Noble 
Cotaura.13-1 Skrare 

996- Ifcta Rm 4 fl ^ D WMW evens tav (N TwaonCwws) 5 ran 


o eni NEVILLE RUSSELL NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5,500 added 2m 41 110yds 

1 F-5H2 FED ON OATS (17) (BF) (John task*] Mss V WBarrE. 9 11 O NWUamson 

2 D0-3U2 smNUORE(i2)(ttataiasaDods&to<icnD(*5Sii4 OBocaey 

3 1FP6? WXDE WONDER (19) (P J D Famjsh ’J BroSssxk 7 C C .. . . A P McCoy 8 

4 OFJfl- FORT 2EUMAN (154) (D) (Ms S Smdhi Us S Smtn 7 <0 4 B Guest 

5 5PP-W FELLOO p4) (Ms AfcaiGarrtie)TGetvgeBlOO -- — RJotmson 

6 25042 GOLDOI ORUU (19) (MdAVoi Cmnctos SerucesU D9ea 7 ti 0 . A ThondDn (3) B 

-B declared - 

Mrtnun Btfgfr 10X True nanAcap magrt Gulden drum 93 ija> 

BETTING: 154 Smote. 3-1 Fed On OtaA 7-2 Wttte Wonder, 61 Fort Zeddun. 161 GoUen 

BbaWMB 

996 String Romee 5 11 11 K Gar* 0) 46 tov (G Hubbard) 3 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Fed On Oats came home by 18 lengths oi Newton Abbot test month and Mowed up at 
HunWigdon 16 days afterwards but he was beaten eight lengths by Cookeen Hero at 
Bangor (only two of Ihe tort trashed) and the flve-yeai-old STANMORE. a progressne 
type, can have the topwergfrt s measure gettng Sto. Charlie Brooks charge, who shaped 
wel without rronaging lo Qsn a place n three bumpers last term flnehsd a smen-length 
thvd to Baba Au ftvrn on his fencang bow at Worcester last month he was on die re- 
treat when btaidenng and unseated irtee out against Cheryls Lad a Market Rasen but 
ran Green Green Desen to half a length al Taunton, where the dirt was 30 lengths sway 
Wfatoe Wonder fated lo get round in bath outings after tvs Exeter wn last term but was 
15 lengths dear of the third when beaten tour lengths by Saxon Mead at Ludtour Fort 
Zeddun fell twice Iasi temi but got rts act together on hts Anal appearance when just 
hotting off Two For One M Harrtam In May He codd prow troublesome with a Gear round 
despite the 154-day absence Sel e ction: STANMORE 

3 25 1 RACING CHANNEL MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
B 
9 


added 2m 110yds 

P CAMS CAUGUIA (USA) (10) [M Edtyove) B Fleece 6 11 6 AThontoi 

0 &X- CAUMAO (320) PI ta)ta) J Grffcnf Bit B _.LAapeS(3) 

00- HBGHTH OF FAME (FB) (Dr W kbdoiDe & J Bens) J hatttnon 6 11 6 APMcCoy 

(M045- I RECALL pM) (Ms S A Ccftasam) P riByronl 6 ti 6 BFerton V 

POD- MflPBIGO (P64) (Ms Vbra Wbrs) C M Hds 6 It B Mr A OwtahJooes 

32- nWBITOWSML (249) (Jack Joseftl) J Jote(b 6116 _.CUawe«yn 

3C0C TREAT 1C BOLD (10) (Dew Evans) P Bonn 5 II 6 R Johnson 

22233- CtRCUS STAR (1B7) (ThB Rngnastes) D Nrivtan 4 115 A Maguire 

03840 MYaACffflfRDgB}(£5(T7eCtoLfencrtoigCU0Uara*axi5TI 1_5am»y 
-SdecJwsd- 

BETTTNG: 2-7 drms Stec. 7-1 Pfntartorrt PM, B-l Cahreo. 12-1 My BtacfcbM. 1M HMghth or 
Ffeeae. I6l1>eat Ma Bold, 33-1 others 
996- Herbert Lodge 7 11 6 C ODwyer 11-8 tar (K Batay) B irei 
FORM GUIDE 

David Nchofeon appears to hare found the ritytf outlet tor CIRCUS STAR, who ran so 
mBnygoodracesagatastthebsMofteagptastseasonysttaABdtowinktafnastcta- 
ptay was a length second behtod Cammenche Cairt in the Dtanph Hurde here and his 
two subsequent runs were tf*d to Quaker FbW m the Gierf vet Hunjte at Antree and 
aganst Grimes irthe Irish Smut Champion Hudto al the Puncheeiown Festival in Apr! 
The four-year-old hasnl raced snee but he wfl be fit enou^i and he staid outgun this 
loL Pinkerton’s Pal, a far Flat racer In hta younger days when framed by Ore Brittar. 


1 2252-2 DROMHANA 04) uSadraelLT ChappelT Cury) PIAMb 7 12 7. Mr J Hoad (5) B 

2 5P23-5 TUG OF PEACE (301 (D)(PFkhan!soniG Baakyj 19^7 - -UrABMrSngP) 

3 rt.ifr AMNCLAWLpaQ(7^fltaOrsf5fnerl1haf«ffa*y0SS-- ikBHWdey® 

4 P2SU43 AWRELOT(17)raf^tae>f , aBljei)PBo«ntt«2 Mr J -takes [S)B 

5 52V6F JAMESPtGG(3)(0])@95rcve?aiTOdta)MRpet)62 UrGBUl(S) 

6 -tote PAPSI STAR (0 ) (Giery M Oig^tOgs O U7 MrS(toracfc(7) 

BETTING: 2-1 Dtam. M Andre Laval, 4-1 Tlig Of Peace. 5-1 Aftdretot. 61 James Pigg. 161 
toper Star 

S96 Cmw HS 7 12 O Mr T Gems f7J Jl^ 8 to (WDems) Brar 

FORM GUIDE 

DROMHANA jomed Pai I4chdta stable witti tour Irish port-taport vetonee under his 
belt and scored at Warwick *i November and at Leicester in January write he was sec- 
ond n tour of his five other sorts last term The seven- year -old also finshed runner^ 
rt fra-Ume binkers behind Father Sky on his reappearance ta the Marcedez Benz Chase 
al Chepstow - a race the stable had won tor ihe two previous ysara - and. afthoujyi that 
winner scored with ease. Mchots reckons that was probably Ekomhanafc best cSsplay 
smee joiring the yard The ex fra furlong and suffer track wif be to Oronflunab Ckmg and 
he looks to set m defy ican irpwetfrt with Joe Trzsard taking ori 5to Dromhana shortd 
confirm latest rurnng with Andretot who was more than four lengths bade in fourth and 
has e 5b advantage Dig 01 Peace, who e also on I2st 7to. finished seven lengths be- 
hind Dromhana when the Uchofis rurar was beaten a length by Act Of Parkament at 
Windsor In January and shortd get ctoser with hs 88r pul Toby Balding’s charge win be 
sharper tor tas opening outing when wefl beaten behvrd against McGregor The TWrd at 
Stratford. Andre Laval, a tamer usata pont-to-pointBr. went n fret time 14) iasl term, at 
Windsor, and Kim Batey is again likely to have him straighl enou# even If the eighty — * 
aid hasn't been seen smee iuiwb unplaced at Exeter m Oecemtrer. havmg prttad a rros- 
da Selection: DROMHANA 

4-30] UN,B0ND NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,000 added to 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 


stakes 3m 2f 

7-PCi ARCTIC TflUHPH p7) (John Hctim Roperies Ud) MBradtak 6 n t) -GBradtay 

211Q3 EUPHORIC ILUliaON (17) ^taSSRkh) Iks SSrilh 8 11 « — R Guest 

671 CHRIS'S LAD (45) pirs Susan McCarthy} JJataB 6 115 G Upton 

MPO A»CEJAyBU5(13)iMsSECaapegUsLSddBlIB116 _AThorttna 


-254Q1 BJIE GOVERNOR (78) (WEGtsmSchenB Ltd) N Lamped B TI 0. -CWebbp) 

16 CASTLE ARROW |2^ (The Tranp F&rmerdfo) C Itarrr 4 tl S _R Dunwoody B 

55060 CAN SHE CAN CAN (35) (The Hrtng tn Pati e nhp) C SmihS 109 . „„M Ranger 
B 06/3P- LADY PEM1RAG0N (219) (JID Pane) N Snth8 09 ^NSharmtt 

BETTING: 136 Arctic Dtanph. 3-1 Euphoric IBuston. 7-4 Chrids Ud. Eflte Governor; 12-1 Cas- 

tM Arrow, 33-1 athera 

BB6 Htfitas Roe* 6 TI 5 C ODwyer tt-fl to (K Batey) 5 ran 

FORM GUIDE 

ARCTIC TRIUMPH was beaten sbi langthe by D—PW1 Bleu M Worcester n August al- 
ter wfctang there the ikne before and he certalni y looted boohed for further success af- 
ler lustifying tavortitfcm with the utmost Bass at Market Rasen the vreeks back. Al Arose 
races were over three mles and thta ocfradsianoewB present no problems Chris's Lad 
a another who stays wel and rates the main danger after defeating hotpot OU Bombay 
half a length n a three^nler at Vltorcester tast month cn only Ks second hurdto race and 
hs frM since S04. He «os twees winner on the Fire ii M66 at Soisbuy and Sandwn 
and went vi at Newmarket it Juna Euphoric Muafcm. after missng last season, won hta 
fbsi two this term, a Marital Rasen and Bangor. He fated to recover from a last-ffight 
btarctor when market leader and thud to Majarb Law on a retun to the MMsh track but 
was 21 lengths off the winner when sfrritarty placed to Cassos Boy A Worcester last 
tkna Selection: ARCTIC TT6UMPH 


LEICESTER 

HYPERION 

1.00 Still Waters 1.30 Emerald Heights 2.00 
Love Venture 2.30 Internal Affair 3.00 Syring- 
ing The Blues 3.35 Massyar Seventeen 4.10 
SUEZ TORNADO (nap) 


2.30 


GOM&Good 
STALLS: ktsfda 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: kiddle to high best up to a nria 

• Right-hand. rtKUadng course with a strain mte. 

• Racecourse is 2 mlessoutfveast of cily off A& LefcasLer ral- 
way station (London. St toraas- Sretfleidane) rarer 2 mfee away 
ADMtSSKMt Oto EC; -tattersate E9 (OAPa Eg. CAR RAWt Free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: R Hannon 31 -'Bl {t62%lJDuitlop27- 
M? {&%! H Cacfl 22-8? (2 72%), M Stou» »-7J f2S4%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori 41-186 (22%). T Quinn 17-168 
(laittX K Fatten 0-34 (138%) G Carter 13-127 (102%). 
BUNKERED FIRST TIME: tok Sorta (134 How Bizarra PDO). Li- 
ontaa jWl Saratoga Rad 8 Bteah (both vtaored. 200) 


1.00 


MANNY BERNSTEIN MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (Div 0 £4,100 added 2Y0 1 m 

_ BAFFIN BAY (12) H Cedi 90 _J(ftl0B9 

' 6 HANKB1 DWEHRY (FR) pa) SWfbadsBO N Day B 

00 C0MFASSK>NATE(1S) WGMKmrBO 

-D McCMBa (7) 11 

343 MULAHEN(14)(BF)DM0fay9Q RHMB7 

0 ON THE RfOrrSfDE (13) J Ms 90 MttfctO 

00 RAWHAKBR (14) M Jarvis 80 R Cochrane 3 

RUOI KMGHFMFetwratavGocfeyBO □tawOlisllB 

0 SECRECY (14) PCcta 90 TQrtmt4 

06 STENOOOCpq(34)JDuri0p9O G Carter 2 

SmL WATERS HOrsrfim 80 — -TSpO*a4 

TRAUNJONTUbBO 8WteTOrth5 

FBKnANAHASCIMtafraS9 — : SDrorawl 

SIW8SH EVES Jitter B 9 A Oort 13 

THtEYMARJdw wnHouJte B9 .W Ryan 12 

BETTING: 114 Miflahao, 11-4 8tB Mm, 5-1 BMn Bay; 14-1 Seo»- 
cy, 16-1 SI Enodoc, 29-1 Ratanaini Spartak Eyes. On The Right Side, 
25-1 TMaianJon, taraym. 33-1 others 


MANNY BERNSTEIN MEDIAN AUC- 
TION MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added 2Y0 6f 

1 00 ASHANGBI pi) Bcb Jones90 N Dey5 

2 26222 BANDBOX cn(BQStk*r90 NW&amW 

3 2 BEDQBLLED (24) M HeMcrva* 9 0 SOmmlB 

4 BLAZING BUY C Dwyer 90 K Mon 20 

5 00 BON SIZZLE (B) JFtodare 90 NHfc13 

6 0 BURNDQiDMSptB) Mas J Grace 90 — SWebatarlB 

7 55 DOUBLE BRANDY (?) I SakfoQ 90 SWt*wcrtfr21 

9 50 GRGCIAM PRINCE (53) J G SOsbouro 9 0— G Cater 14 

9 NTHiMU. AFFAIR (USA) WHax/tsBC. LDaOxtS 

t> 000 lDNQBLA»(7)RHanen96 DmCTNaB4 

n MAAS P Mtacn9Q RODdmall 

2 0 HNJARA(106)APJonB89D Matin Dwyer 1 

13 0 OPBaiG WGHT (12) R Smpaon 9 0 M fM a tf ter B 

14 REGAL ARROW A Foaer90 TSprateB 

« DO RHAPSODY IN BLUE (27) A taral 90 N Adams 9 

« 0 SAKATA OWE (8) WHsggssBO Flyncfttr 

17 3ffi SICRGAMZAflftZ) MSstamanSO D Biggs 15 

e 5 ON p<) P Lt*Jl 8 9 A CM2 

S 0 RB8iaDALE(11)J0U*»B9 -TQuinn7 

20 0 SHAABLES(15)GlteiM«Cri89 HHany(3)19 

21 02 SHJtEN DALLIANCE (3Q LcnfHungngdonB 9.. W Ryan 12 

-21 dactared- 

BETTBIG: 7-2 Bederfbd. T32 Rtttasdafe. 7-1 Steganzs; 61 taler- 
rafABataBboinri Bffly.SKeo OaBtaaee, 161 BamtoCK, DanUa Brandy, 
12-1 Geo, Mao; 20-1 Grecian Mice, Opening NfghLSamala One, 25-1 
Bon Stale. Long Wand, 331 oBws 


3.00 


1.30 


MANNY BERNSTEIN MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) (Div 1!) £4,100 added 2YO 1m 

5 ALL MADE UP (USA) (14) UBd 90 MFwtoiM 

0 BRAVE NOBLE (USA) ME Dafop 9 0_.6Wltewrth 13 

0 CARADOC (13) 5C WtemsSO SDowoe12 

■ COLD FRONT J Hta 90 R*»6 

EmALD HEIGHTS Jteraharo 90 NDayS 

0 GUNBOAT WLOMACYf136)MF-Gocfcy0Q—DaneOTWM 7 

HIMSaF (USA) H Cad 9 0 KHon3 

5 iffHJWOOOSPWT' (13) 8 Morgn 90. — R Cochraw 11 
0 SWAN (USA) (28) Saeed br Surocr 90 — : — LOataiZ 

35 SPEAKBTS CHAIR (74) R Chafcn 9 0 TSpretelO 

SHOT OP LOWE (USA) MJctirtcn90 MMtel 

1UTANKKAMUN MSaaitaBO -WRjpif 


MANNY BERNSTEIN HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,100 added 1m 2f 

63401 CALENDULA (14) (D) D Moriey 49 D GCartar14 

216Q0 SUGA HAWK (8) E Ab»n 590 K Felon 6 

030043 NORTH REEF (14) (p) J toaree6B B M Wighare 12 

5030 STAR WITNESS (14) A Neicarbe 59 S—.-J Stack ID 
-8006 COUETOCETHBt(13)DAitaut>iol9B6.BWMworih19 

555300 NOHTHBW RW f1A8| NTfttf 594 R Cochrane 2 

035063 N08B.LA0 (B) H ftps 394 —TQntanll 

46040 BAKBB DAUGHTER (14) (C){D)JAmoB 5 94 

Mrefln Dwyer 17 

00068 BLAZE Qf SONG (14) (D) R hbmor S 9 3_Dw OTtaM 4 

03000 HNSTERSTARDO) JSpeatag391 ._5 

36400 1NTtEGBEB(15)lVMaR«3Bn Mherey (3)13 

04005 SVfWGlNGl>CttJUES(t3) RAtetant389 — ACMt7 

54200 KA7CKOMA/TE W J H Wteorr 4 6 6 AMteteylBV 

0080 TMOTHy GEORGE (27) GBddng388 WRyanIB 

00800 PLAY THE TUNE (8) A Carrel 4 fl 7 APoM(5)3 

800 NBahTOOO LEGEND (IBS} B Ptagan 4 8 5 S Drtwne 8 

00008 ELPRBSB(TE(373)GErri^«4B4 KDeyl 

00SD0 ROCK THE BARNEY (22) (C) M Usher B 0 0 


— A Metals (7) 9 B 

9 -45000 SYJAY(T8SQitay380 DOSheaJB 

-Wdadawd- 

BEraNQ: 5-1 KMto KonwBe, 11-2 Norib Real, 5-1 Catanrhte, 138 No- 
fralUd, 7-1 Suga Hawk, *-1 Swhflfag The Blues, ii-1 Rock The Bar- 
nay, 18! Star Wtanaa, Baka m Deu^rier, Bata Of Sooft 20-1 Com 
Togrtrae, By Jay, ta The Gents, Nocftera Fan, 25-1 othera 


0000 FAIR SOMA (12) K lfcAU4taa9 ACSwtSB 

14 0 tDAH0(t37)BGdby8B Jttto9 

- 14 declar e d - 

BETTING: 2-1 Stoaii, 3-1 VkoaaB. 5-1 Speakert data; 134 Hri 
^IZ^i.8-1 ^HOTLoro. BroraldHMghta.»-1A»l»«bUp,NBed. 
wood SpW, 20-1 Breve Nobto, Co« Frort. 33-1 ettwa 


3.35 


MANNY BERNSTEIN CLAIMING STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,300 added 3YO 1m 

035003 TULSA (15) B (ibbf 9 7 II Fenton 14 


2.00 


MANNY BERNSTEIN LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4,100 added 3YO 
1m 3f 183yds 

1 09264 KCHOLRFTY (40) <Q)U*rTl*H92. DBfofl *3 

2 140052 PROTOCOL BJ* 9 2.- .T (Aten 5 

3 40540 KASSYABSEVB<TEBI(14)HCdtagnlga90.GCanar4 

4 27634 TAK0ENp^WK8v*e9D. KteteoT 

5 452003 TOITOI (13) D Art rttrctB fr SWMworthS 

BETTM&7-4 ProtocoL 2-1 terieo.3-1 Mcbof F*y,7-1 VU, 14-1 Iteasyer 
S ero teon 


8800 FALCON RIDGE (15) J Foe 9 3 OMeOTUMO 

menu SARATOGA RS) (IS) W OQenron 9 3 K Felon 11 V 

060340 BBSTOPKB1(f5)J«8«J MtOtar 

00 OWDROWSYIMGGC(IB2)WMaatxura8eJ(tarti4 

60800 BfOSKA (36) R Aletast B B ---..T&tenB 

D HOWBEARRE(13flRanpson87._JI6Bttaghar13B 

880 NOT OUT LAB (16^ P Butter 87 JBnraMIB 

042306 LDVEVamiRE(27)SW»rfe8fi NDayl 

459600 BOLLEJtt) pB)(T3) J Berry 64 G Carter 3 

60 lUDAI^ UAXI (7) P Hedger B* — Ntori*7 

00 BARX3T0N WARfBOfi (14) DShGMB3 — A WMan (3) B 

263003 IMOABlfB ArtdB83 GIOTgan (5)6 

564C6 SB5CW£TOU6TBlEp1)AandiB3 -NMmW 

■mm ROCHEA(5aMsNttnieyB2 SDrowna17V 

356000 BLOlWiG AHWf (5) U tanyadnsB □ _J)Blgse15 

00438 H0PPER£nA{14) BPategBO MHereyPJS 

040500 JOYFUL JOT^BBaJ^ SO AltedtV« 

040)0 BLAZBTSBABV(2l)taraNitecatay7g- r Jilonciia 
-16400 BLUSH(JT2J MPpe7-e. Itarte DwywISV 

-20dntared- 

BETTING: 6-1 SaretogeRad, M Mte Wtata WaH Botero. 
Tuba. M Btoteig AWBft 184 

UtawtaL 16-1 Bazort Baby; 28-1 mehtarousTta* 2M Not (M lad, 
33-1 otfiare 


I A m MANNY BERNSTEIN 
I 4 *. (CLASS D) £4,900 added 1m 


HANDICAP 


DOOOB UOffiZE (USA) (23)1*8 J Cad 4 tJO RHBtSB 

-23000 NO HOOT PRESSURE (12) (D) l*s J RaiBden399 1 

" 1 0T4aN Id 


Iffi FB3WA10A (42) (D) (BJ=) U Stouta 3 99 WRyan14 

0 -QTB FINAL STAB (47) (D) P Herrta4 9 7 MMmmar2 

3646 IfflNGHTWXTCH (3^ (BF) H Ced3B6 KFMonB 

2800 XYLSI (USA) (18)(D)LCUren6B6-. — DTtaag(7).12 

00400 PHONETIC (IT) (D) G tektog 4 9 S F Tynan (7) 9 

053041 LITERARY (15) (CD) JGcsdsn305 LDattaiT 


454 CLASSIC JBMY (14) I Campbell 93 

050002 CS-N-K (E^ U Jofvrton 393 U«s4B 

400060 SUEZ TORNADO (10) n E Afcten490-T EDurceo (3) 8 

2003B1 BLEMLRYfflL(21) (Cj Ft JHa^Sn330-T&ino13 

40002 MGHT CRY (11)(D) K Bute 6 BO Q O'Shee 1 

300000 MOADOAB{1BKD)AStaaW7Bi2 SWMaortill 

-lAdKlaid- 

BETTWG: M UtannL 8-1 Hoankta, ISC Btawbury HD. 7«1 UoAtatab. 
8-1 Cte**,WBMO»1ll-l Ho M o w tomiw .Cl—ic Jetty xytaoi. 
12-1 Hhel Stab, *Bdnt9Bt Y ta tefr ,T8-lSuWtonaBo. 281 Pfronattc, 25-) 
Lionize 


REDCAR 


HYPERION 

1.05 Cool Prospect 1.35 Mill End Quest 2.10 
Itojan Risk 2.40 Needle Match 3.10 Pass The 
Rest 3.45 Thllulah Belle 4.15 Royal Result 


GOING: Good lo Firm. 

STALLS: Sfratf* - stands side: round course - eteda 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: Htfi from 5*to im 

• Lett-hand, tight ctxrsa, with a mfa straight 

• CaureebaHAYB5(d9pataBdfromAfiQ.Redcarstaion(Da- 
ingtai - Sallbrtn ine) 300yds. ADMISSION: Oub ET2. Ttatereals SB, 
Cortse £2. CAR PARK: Free 

• LEADNGTRAMERS:UraMReveiey44354(e4«),jao»- 
den 21-68 pa4%) M Johneton «-S3 (117^ J Sony 16-£3 (05% 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Wraver 21 -04 (6794 J CbtoH 20- fi4 
(0*L Oeen MaKMMl B-«3 (Tt2NJ J Fortune «-»77 (3%l 

m FAVOURITES: »S«5 (36 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: PabaUe Bluebird (veored) (10Q. Alter 
Eight (135). Style Dancer (4£) 


1.05 


E.B.F. WILTON MEDIAN AUCTION 
MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) £3^00 
added 2Y0 5f 

t (6 AMSCWiDfll) tosJRaresdfriSO J Fortum 16 

2 40600 BARHHJE20 (11) J J CTNeJ B 0 T Wata l 

3 0 BEST OF ora QW3 (24) C TtamimBO-06railcfCro.ro 4 

4 060004 CAPE HOPE p)R Born 90 HlkbbuttB 

6 532 COOL PROSPECT (83) (BF) A lAMtend 9 0— TLuceaS 

6 406403 GLASS fW51 (27) P Evans PD JF6B»7 

7 05 HAPPY WANDERER (81) P Hatem 9 0 — LCtamMfc16 

6 0 MYSTICAL ROGGE (67) U Dods 9 0 -DNa GBaon >4 

9 260003 QUIZ MASTB) (13) E Wteymee 9 0 GMndBB 

B 0 RS9SWAN (43) S C Wtems 9 0 PBkMrefleldS 

11 06 RS>TON(l21ltsA&mb*k9 0 GWrite(3)t1 

T2 0 ALLOUR BLE5SMGS (20) P Hasten 89... .JTfcevarl7 

ta 0 CtAt&lECMCK(43) JBray69 P Roberts p) 12 

N 00 CRYSTAL LOUGH pC^GOttoyd 8 9 _ACtterae5 

B 0 MACS TYPE (B)W Storey 69 — Iftwbjll 

9 03 MARY JANE (269 J awry 3 9 PFaaaeyR)l 

17 000 PAEQiABLUratRD(20) QQItaoyd69.KHod9aoa10V 

9 0 QUTTE HAPPY (20) Dr J Scsngl 8 9 ...JOtentS 

-IBdectarad- 

BETTWG: 11-4 OooltonpecL 4-1 AnstanrL 81 Han 1 Jane, 7-1 Oub Mie- 
taL H R a d awra . 10-1 Capa Hope, 14.1 Happy Wmterer; 16-1 ABOur 
BeetevL Beet 01 Our D^e, 20-1 Bwreteto, CtanbkN Ctaek. 2S-1 Qtata 
Happy Rapton, tSam Rhra »-1 (teers 


12^401 ELLERSY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4,900 

1 063155 MAGIC MILL (10) (C) J L Eyre 4 Y> 0 StetaMay (7)1B 

2 08800 MOSCOW MET (38) (D) B Pateg 6 6 T2 D Sweeney (3) 17 

3 B362D SOUBJTON BOY (TO) (D) (BF5 F Cahot 79 VJ Cwrof TO 

4 3402 SCARABEN (13)(CD) SKet9ewelS99 JRrtmeZS 

5 023040 SUAUACH (12) R Hofinahead 4 9 8 D(MHfw{3)7 

6 40P010 SHOKEY FTOM CAPLAW (11) (Q J J OFfil 3 9 7.G Hind 5 

7 060)2 ALPME)M)EMMAYp7)(D)MWEa9Bty497.GMte(49 

8 444016 GYMCRAKPiBraREei)nGHtareA996ACiaaMl1 

9 00X4 JBJ> KkBGHT (16) (0) M teapoy 395. LChtanock t5 

V 006060 CafflR«nONCAJCEp^P)ifcLPBEB5Bb.TW«w»5 
11 M«B4 MGHTCHORUS(22) (D)BRcttaiel393RWfnslm(7) 12 
9 ODtQO COURTB(PHBS(<1)TBhflrnglon393 — JI1MUt4 

a 236643 BOWCUfE(10)P)EAktaiB92 — JFE^B22 

H 0600 RUNNMGGRSi(Z1)nDIMtet691J9renNcKaon3V 
B 23065 NEEDLE HATCH pm QlFi JJOTtaf -r 6 if . — .O Pam IB 

IB 1026 SHONTAft W (D) M Jofns&n A 3 1) J Warner 25 

17 8000 PKERU>«LAD»(D)JLEy*7B9 -RLappinlE 

9 503330 CHAIRMANS CHOKE (46) (D) A Jarvc788JllfaGfaiM 2 

9 540060 DOCTORBRAVIOUSt1Q(l))BQtaon'488NKMawdy13 

20 231303 ORIOLE (1(>) (CO) Ehcsa4 63 Hm Unkter 21 

2f S05033 WMSTON(2p)(COJBatsl4S1 PMEdcfaiye 

22 500003 FORESTROBM(40)MsJnsm9den488DO F Donoln19 

3 80000 ENEHGTMAN^ MDods4 7S DafcQlnon24 

» 046300 D0BB34 pO) (C) DSmdh 13 7 C. J Octal 1 

25 540000 THATCHED (E) (CD) H Bra 77 D ^.-P toawy (3) 20 

28 5/IXO DCSTANT KING (8) G K£*y4 7 JO SFtarHrooni (7) 14 

-26dactared- 

AAnmaa wotgtt 7a idfe Tiub handicap wergrt: Distant King Set rib. 
BETTING: 7-1 BowCDRa, 8-1 Alpha Wdeeway. 10-1 NaatUe Match, 
Wnstoo, 12-1 Scaratao, Jedl Knight Night Chorea, Fbreta Robin, 
14-1 Othara 


3.10 


CAPTAIN COOK STAKES (CLASS D) 
£4^50 added 2YO 7V 

1 5460C DERMTER CROBE [FR) (6) B Mrctai 9 1 MTafafrUttl 

2 5 LOUS PtflUPPE (ISA) (11) J Gasdan 8 n B Kind 2 

3 2 MSS THE REST (1 3) JL Eyre 8 If TWEaresA 

4 0 SECOM}TB)M(B) W Storey B 6 -J Faming 3 

-4dactared- 

BETTDIG 54 DemtarCrttaB. 2-1 Lotte PhBppa, 5-2 Pass'll* Rata. «M 

Second Tenn 


1.35 


LEVY BOARD NURSERY HANDICAP 
(CLASS E) £4,025 added 2Y0 Gf 

awe KETTLEaNGfl*) (BF) MW Easterly 97 -DOTJonahoeBB 

030000 1WOWLUAMStUAMWEaaBtiy94 TLocraS 

OODO WAFTVffiE (12) M W Eastoby 9 4 — GtorMn(3)6 

250 BLUNDaLLANE(21) AJervs91 -AMcGfcxw12 

4340 RICH CHOICE (4qjBeM 8 « Jtau) Eddery 4 

000 AFIBi QGHT (14) R Armsaang BT2 JYfcraerlB 

5301 ARBSaG(24)(D)BtotogB12 □ Sweeney (3)9 

020622 PRBMJNPRMCESS(8) JJQuinnBlf ,_J Fortune 2 

64(030 COSWCCASEp^JBurJeBto — - — J Outer 7 

500 OWES OF RACE (12) JL Eyre 87 — RVRnaton (7)16 
0500 ONE TO GO (27) J Berry B 6 PFearayR3 


3.45 


TELEPROMPTER LIMITED STAKES 


050133 MAL02ZA (10) (D) (BF) P Evens 8 3 JFEgmIO 

E6005 MLLB0QUE3r(S2)MWEs6BfyB3--DtteGB>8On13 

030 GOOD ON YB) (8^ SKattawteSI RBrtt*h(8)n 

0000 STBMANGaMGEfiQ MtaStarSO — 0 Hratagh (7) 15 

034045 SWG FORK (34) RHotateeoi7 G NCartateU 

-IBdaetatad- 

BETTMG: 5-1 Ketteataro 6-1 Aibenig, 7-1 Alter Bght, 8-1 BknM Lana, 
HtohChoks, 9-1 PrentanMncaatalO-IUMozB^ 12-1 GoodOoY^Otera 
OfPaaca, 14-1 Cos* Caae. 18-1 OueBt,OnaT6(to,2D-1 cteare 

\2.-\0\ BRASS CASTLE CLAIMING STAKES 


(CLASS F) £3,300 added 1m 2f 

4532M T5UMD(J34l*sMRe«iey495 — DaanUcKeown2 

065500 WE5TMH5TER (12) M ltanpkrB 5 B 5 AK4tao(5)B 

060300 CLASSIC FViO 04) (CD) lteMtehal4B3.JPaoi)n5B(d5 
053T2D TALLULAH BH-LE PC) (D) pf)NLtaTDden 49 2_J Weaver 7 
55656 GSBEE6OY(78)(C)AJrari&390.^ — AHeGkMS 

2OP0 GINGER FLOWS) (6) GKa8y890 .GPBrite(3)4 

38440 SPSJBO«r(USA)(13) JLEyre3812 LOwnockl 

085 FANTASY FLIGHT PB) M Pel 3 B9 J Cant* 3 

-Bdadarad- 

BETT1N& 7-4 TUtatah Brta. »4 IbriM, 5-1 Gaa Bee Boy; 7-1 Wait- 
nktatta; 8-1 Speadbota, HM CtaaMc Fhd, 33-1 Fantasy FBght, S0-1 Gta- 


GANTON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £4300 
added 7f 


4.15 


(CLASS F) £3,300 added 1m 3f 

1 05040 TROMNRtSK(g6)Glate497 L.tota Eddary 12 

2 22202 DURGAMSFRST(2fl) MsMFtertaBy591..ACuihrae14 

3 DO- 503 FUOTMYBLUE5(15)ttsURBuetey5BfL_5CDpp{S)5 

4 03303 HAD MUTANT (39) (D) A&(reeBrB8 , 0 JWaawB 

5 004450 HAURANQ(f0i;BHnay6Bn J Forkure 10 B 

6 SO SPECULATIVE (11) W Storey 3 6 11 -JFarafng4 

7 48000 BANNB1ET (USA) (36) JDHaly4B8 JOTWIyUa 

8 08800 RAASB)01)FWalaon589 N Karate? 7 

9 506050 DIAMOND CfKMIN (6) l4HbneS87 JCanoBZ 

O 000060 GOLDS! FISH 115) E Atatan 50 7 JCktenll 

11 08500 PICKENS (USA) (^EincaaS 67 KteTlnklarB 

E 6 KEY TO (89) A Jbw 386 AMeGtonalS 

f) 31603 nKA(27)KBuka4B6 JFEpn3 

14 00050 CHWCANCOOK (70) J LEyre4 84 - __RLapjte6 

e 50 ALLG8TL5 FORGET (11) J8er*l3 70 — TWtanal 

™ 15 dBctetd aM 

BETTING: 7^ Trajan Ksk, 7-2 Bad Htart, 9-2 DagareaRret, 7-1 Pick- 
■B.IO-1 Kka. 12*1 FTyMeyBkm.14-1 SpesuWre.16-1 Dnrwnd Crown, 
20-1 Key 1b, «-1 others 


1 353200 SAINT EVRBSm Ms URntfey 7 90 — ACUhmT 

2 42Q0C0 TUR(q (D) II JDtiEBn599 J Weaver 2 

3 432020 VSnUHSWB«e4(a4Rittetead4BBJItaata*(fi4 

4 065041 ROYN.flESurp<)(D)IIWEastart)y493 ^.T Lucas 9 

5 032330 STYL£DWCBl{Tq(qRWhUar393i)aanUcKKMn15B 

6 006400 2BDA20MC (^ (CD) B Meehan 592 U'tatabuall 

7 065006 KNAVES ASH (10) (D) □ Ndvte 6 9 1 — J* Roberts (3) 3 

B 00560 GYMCRAKF1YS)(10)(CD)GHrerBs689^RatlMl2 

9 SOOO J0H«m0(M(C)JG(*te4B8 _.ANcGkme6 

10 OOOOOB GARNOCK VALLEY (13) J Berry 78 7 JCamMlOB 

11 0200)0 HOUHTGATE(£)(D}MBety584 JFEgral 

9 00X05 PUMFRST (B)(C) MPai77tl JOtaai13 

13 1Q003 «STBt«BTS0U»C7ap)lfcsLPerTaB57ONfe«dyBB 

14 00600 PLEASLKtE TRICK (56) (D) Ehosa67 D JtasTMderU 

S 306000 KDMLUCKY (38) (D) A Mrtteland 5 7 DR Whetnn (7) 5 V 

- 15 declared - 

Unman wa^t 7a 10b TnB tonOcep w&gtts: Pint Fta 7a 9D. tf&ef 
Bteatuund 7a Ob. Phasue Trick ft* 3D. tortediy 6s lift. 

BEmNC 4-1 Roy* Result, S-1 Style Due*; 7-1 Waatamit Wetah, 8-1 
Gyncrek Hyac Jbncta Aak, TP-1 Sate Express, Tire; Jotwyro, -ta-i Gor^ 
nock Vafley, Phaa Rret, ZaUa 2mk, 20-1 Meter Weataeand, 25-1 Ptae- 
JUreTridr, 33-1 often 


BOXING 

Christmas in 
the Garden 
for Hamed 

Naseem Hamed will make bis 
long-awaited debut m ihe Unit- 
ed States when he lakes on the 
highly-rated Kevin Kelley at 
Nirw York's Madison Square 
Garden on 19 December. 

The promoter Frank Wirren 
confirmed the bout yesterday, 
with Hamed putting his Worid 
Boxing Organisation feather- 
weight title on the line against 
the lesser-known World Boxing 
Union version belonging 10 
Kelley. 

The southpaw American 
has one defeat in 50 fights, 
losing ihe World Boxing Coun- 
cil crown lo Alejandro Gonza- 
lez in January 1995. 

KeUcy, who stalled over the 
fight due to bis purse demands, 
will have the backing of a par- 
tisan crowd. But Hamed. typi- 
cally. remains undaunted by ihe 
prospect, particularly after his 
recent impressive defeat of the 
Puerto Rican Jose Badillo al 
the Sheffield .Arena. 

"It’s got to cross his mind 
what he’s going lo gel into 
when he boxes me." said 
Hamed. “Kelley wfll gel beat- 
en because Badillo is better than 
him. I'm looking forward to 
going to America- 1 don’t care 
about the Garden. All I care 
about is getting out there and 
banging somebody ouL I'm a 
pure winner." 

SAILING 

Dutch entry 
last into port 

The Dutch yacht Brunei Suner- 
gy. which endured a series of 
misfortunes, including hitting a 
whale, has become the last of 
the 10 boats to finish the first 
leg of the Whitbread Round the 
World race. 

Despite a series of acci- 
dents during the 7,350-mile 
leg from Southampton to Cape 
Tbwn, skipper Hans Bouscholte 
brought his boat into port at 13 
knots in the early hours of yes- 
terday morning, nearly a week 
hehind the winner, EF Lan- 
guage. 

The Dutch entry had first hit 
a whale, which broke off half its 
rudder, and they had to limp 
into the Brazilian port of Re^ 
cife for a replacement. 

Then, as the yacht was get- 
ting back in touch with the tail 
end of the fleet, the top of the 
mast was bent Next came a high 
pressure weather system, which 
left them almost becalmed for 
several days. 

WHITBREAD ROUMJTHE WORLD RACE 
(First lag, 7,350 miles, Southampton to 
Cape Town): 1 EF Language (Swe) P Ca- 
yarri 29 days 'Etv S4nwi 2fisec; 2 Mere Cup 
(Monaco! & Dalton 30: 12-20; n, 3 Innova- 
tion KvaanioT (Nor) K Froctad 30:i4mt>6; 
4 SBc CU (GB) L 9itoi 3t:vt:l7m 5 Chassis 
Ftoorg (US) M Ftectiec 32316:12:42: 6 TbrtV- 
ha (US) C DrcfcstJn 02:*-23:«; 7 Amencak 
Chatonga (US) R FteW 32.13:52 30; 8 
Swedsh Pteteh (Swe) G Krantr33Un -14-39. 
B EF Education (Sws) C Gidou 34:01 38:02; 
10 Brunei Sunergy (Noth) H Bouocriolte 
35:0.42:54. Standings: 1 EF Language 
125pt3;2MBntCup m, 3 knowfen toaorn- 

er 97; 4 SMt Cut 84; 5 Chess® Racing 72; 
6 Tosrtbe 60; 7 Americas Chalenge 4ft 8 
Svradtoi March 36; 9 EF Education 24; 10 
ftuiei SuiBfgy 12. 

ICE HOC KEY 

Storm set to 
sink Sparta 

Manchester Storm, the Super- 
league leaders and Benson and 
Hedges Cup semi- finalists, 
have the chance to make an- 
other impact in Europe tonighL 

Overtime losses lo Bolzano 
and Dinamo Moscow in the 
first two games of their four- 
team group in the European 
League were followed by a su- 
perb victory in the Czech Re- 
public against Sparta Prague. 

Tonight Prague head lo the 
Nynex Arena for the return leg 
against a Manchester side in 
pole position for a semi-final 
place as one of the two best run- 
oers-up from the six groups. 

Manchester’s coach. Kurt 
KJeinendorst, said: “This is a 
pivotal game for us, but we feel 
we can win any time we play at 
the Nynex Arena. 1 believe in 
the character of my side.” 
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Schumacher on collision course with authority 


Michael Schumacher will 
have to answer for his 
actions in the collision with 
Jacques Vilieneuve at the 
Grand Prix of Europe, but, 
as David Tremayne explains, 
the incident had ail the 
hallmarks of a coming 
together with Damon Hilf 
three years ago. 


The news that Michael Schumach- 
er is to face the heavy guns of mo- 
tor sport's governing body restores 
a welcome degree of sanity to Grand 
Prix racing. 

Millions of television viewers 
watched on Sunday as [he 28-year- 
old German steered his Ferrari into 
the side of Jacques Villeneuve’s 
Willi ams-RenaulL The incident hap- 
pened as Vilieneuve dived into a gap 
that the German had left on a tight, 
right-hand bend on the 48th lap of 
the 69-lap Grand Prix of Europe. 
Schumacher failed to finish the 
race, which be had been leading, but 
Villeneuvc's third place was suffi- 
cient to win him his first World 
Championship crown. 

There was general disbelief at 
Jerez when the race stewards, before 
whom any drivers involved in such 
incidents must subsequently ap- 
pear, deemed the incident “a racing 
accident." This is motor racing ver- 
nacular for the sort of incident that 
is deemed unavoidable when two or 
more drivers are hellbent on taking 
the same piece of road. 

But the rest of the world took a 
different view. What Schumacher did 
to Vilieneuve - perhaps more ac- 
curately, what he tried to do to VU- 
leneuve - was very far from being a 
racing accident 

It was what the outgoing world 
champion, Damon HilL referred to 
as “Adelaide revisited," and he 
should know, for Schumacher ap- 
peared to drive into him during their 
fight for the title in Australia in 1994. 

By doing so he removed the 
main threat to his one-point world 
championship lead at a rime when 
an error of his own making had seen 







D£jsk vu: Michael Schumacher* Benetton goes on two wheels after his collision with Damon Hill in Adelaide three years ago 


Photograph: Sporting Pictures 


him hit a concrete wall and damage 
his Benetton, thus jeopardising his 
chances of finishing. The collision 
damaged Hill's car too, and ensured 
that the title went Schumacher’s way. 

The only logical conclusion to 
draw from Schumacher's action on 
Sunday was that he tried to do the 
same thing again, but he viewed the 
matter differently, and claimed: 
“Jacques bad nothing to lose and he 


obviously thought be would go for 
it/ 1 Schumacher said. 

“Being behind me be would have 
lost the championship anyway, so he 
had to do that. To be honest I would 
probably have done the 'same. I 
braked as late as possible and he 
braked even later, so I do not feel 
I made a mistake. 

“Perhaps he was going to try and 
use me as his brakes. I was called to 


see the stewards, but that is normal 
procedure. As expected, no action 
was taken against me.” His com- 
ments were greeted with widespread 
derision. 

Vilieneuve said: “Michael and I 
didn't .speak about the incident 
We were into the festivities. Well 
talk about it later in the year.” 

But Hifl was amused, all the more 
so since Schumacher bad gone 


looking for him after the recent 
Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka, in 
which tfiQ had momentarily baulked 
Schumacher as he was trying to lap 
the Briton’s Arrows- Yamaha. 

What Schumacher did at Jerez 
was not the main point, reprehen- 
sible though it may have been. The 
real nub was that the stewards pro- 
posed not to take any action when 
dearly something was required. 


This was unusual since one of them, 
the Swiss Paid Gntjahr, had been the 
hardline proponent two weeks ago 
in Japan of the decision to ban Vil- 
ieneuve for failing to slow down for 
a waved yellow flag for the fourth 
time in the season. 

It seemed highly inconsistent 
therefore that one driver should be 
so penalised for a misdemeanour 
that only might hare caused an in- 


cident iie situate at 

leneuve . ^ ter than raosi 
racfoS spsfj fjui'ply sitting oa our 
of us ^^Sitonateieviswn 
backsides watdung wilfully 

■*^ ; r55S5S 

•toendtheseasononadtsco^^ 

53St.-“5Sf" 

•sszszsszz 

remain a matter for winter bar-nx m 

^Yesterday, however. Fia an- 
nounced that it wiij log; “ 
dinary meeting of the World Mol 
Sport Council on 11 Nc ^ erab Jj, r ^ 

P Sris, at which Schumacher wj he 
called to explain what the world be- 
lieves was an attempt to dnve his ri- 
val off the road. 

In abdicating the opportunity to 
do something about Schumacher s 
unacceptably aggress** damage 
the stewards sent entirely the wrong 
message to a younger generation of 
drivers who look up to the Ponm- 
la One stars, just as did the fadure 
back in 1990 to sanction Ayrton Sen- 
na for ramming Alain Prosi off the 
road at the start of the Japanese 
Grand Prix at Suzuka. 

Such bullying tactics thus became 
an accepted (if not acceptable) pan 
of the racing driver's armoury, in an 
era when many came to believe that 
they could not seriously be injured 
because of the inherent safety of 
their carbon fibre mounts. 

Fia's intervention is thus timely 
and welcome, though it is difficult 
to see quite what punishment it 
might mete out that would be suit- 
able. But to have done nothing 
would have been the equivalent oj, 
the boring authorities condoning loft 
punches. 
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Robinson is 
Good way’s 
one certainty 


Great Britain’s Test side 
will now include at least 
one world-class player, 
but quite what the rest 
of the line-up will be — 
and particularly the 
vexed question of who 
will play at No 7 - 
continues to tax the 
coach, says Dove Hadfield. 


. Great Britain will have Jason 
Robinson in their side to face 
Australia in the firsr Test at 
Wembley on Saturday, but their 
coach, Andy Goodway, has 
delayed naming the rest of his 
team. 

The deal to release Robin- 
. son from his contract with the 
Australian Rugby League and 
keep him at Wigan for a further 
. three years was completed over 
the weekend, leaving Robinson 
free to play in a series from 
which he had previously been 
’ barred. 

“1 1 has dragged on for a long 
** time and I'm just glad to have 
*\ it sorted out," said the 23- 
year-old Robinson, who will 
— - now be an automatic selection, 
either in the full-back role he 
had been filling for Wigan or, 
more likely, on the wing. 

His Wigan team-mate and 
Great Britain captain, Andy 
FarrelL welcomed Robinson 
hack into the fold. “This is a 
'• massive boost for us all," he 
said. "If be was Australian he 
would be in ibeir team as welL" 

The removal of any doubt 
about Robinson's availability 
was a welcome note of certainty 
ran a day that left other ques- 
tions about Great Britain’s line 
up on Saturday unanswered. 

Goodway decided that he 
needed nunc time to consider 
hisoptions, with, theissues of 
whether lo start with Bobbie 


Goulding or Martin Crompton 
at scrum-half as the one which 
is most likely to be giving him 
sleepless nights. The difficult 
decision lo play Farrell out of 
position at stand-off has prob- 
ably already been taken, but 
that means some tricky choic- 
es will then have to be made in 
the back row of the pack. 

One thing now definite is 
that James Lowes, (he Bradford 
Bulls hooker and player of the 
year for the season just ended, 
wfll make his Test debut, be- 
cause St Helens' Kciron Cun- 
ningham has been ruled out 
with a recurrence of a hernia. 

Australia arrived on sched- 
ule yesterday with the Cronul- 
la prop, Danny Lee, travelling 
in place of Shane Webckc of 
Brisbane Broncos, who has 
joined the lengthening list of 
grain injury victims. 

The squad had already lost 
players of the calibre of Allan 
Lunger, Steve Renouf and 
Glenn Lazarus but their coach. 
John l-a no , reiterated his con- 
fidence in the players he has 
brought with him to England. 

“I’m very happy with the 
• players we’ve got, but certain- 
ly we arc going to be the most 
inexperienced side that has 
loured Great Britain fora long, 
long time." 

Three directors of Hull have 
made a move to block the sale 
of the dub’s leading scorer. 
Tevita Vfexkona, to Bradford. 
They say that because the trans- 
fer was not sanctioned by the 
board A should not be allowed 
to gp ahead. The chib’s chief ex- 
ecutive. Michael Appleton, has ; 
described it as a board decision, 
which the three deny. 

In turn, one of the three, the 
former Hull chairman Alan • 
Mason, says that the deal was ; 
done with the, .approval of the j 
club's. coachL Peter 
something whichhe refutes. 



FOOTBALL 


DC United ensure Capitol gains 


Scott Garlik, the DC United goalkeeper, embraces 
David Vaudreuit (right) after the Washington side won 
the MLS tide for a second successive year Photograph: AP 


Washington was a city of 
two tales on Sunday — 
with the US capital’s 
soccer upstarts 
upstaging the game 
Americans call football 
with a second successive 
championship victory. 
John Carlin saw the game’s 
grip on DC tighten. 


For American football fans it 
was a tale of woe, a second suc- 
cessive home defeat for the 
Wishiiigton Redskins suggest- 
ing that a season which began 
with the highest expectations 
will end in embarrassment and 
despair. But for the upstart 
minority of Washingtonians 
who love the world’s favourite 
game Sunday was a tale of glo- 
ry as DC United, playing with 
style and verve, won US soccer's 
equivalent of the Super Bowl for 
the second successive season. 

If the Redskins’ 17-20 defeat 
(o the Baltimore Ravens and 
DC’s 2-J victory over the 
Colorado Rapids were all the 
evidence you had at your dis- 
posal. you could be forgiven for 
ima g inin g that soccer had really 
caught fire in the US, that 
American football was going 
the way of the dinosaurs. 

Such an impression would 


be illusory after professional 
American soccer’s second year 
of existence ended with atten- 
dances down and financial loss- 
es up. But the extraordinary 
spectacle at the Major L e a gu e 
Soccer Cup final on Sunday was 
no chimera. Washington’s RFK 
stadium, until recently the 
home of the Redskins, was 
packed to capacity with 57.433 
souls so fervent, so festive, so 
relentlessly noisy that images 
came irresistibly to mind of fans 
in Europe and Latin America 
whose dubs have been playing 
soccer for a hundred years. 

And it was pouring rain, 
which reduced the Redskins- 
Ravens game to an amateurish 
farce at times' but did nothing 
to dampen the excitement of a 
DC- Rapids game played with 
pace, passion and pleasing 
cameos of individual skill. 

To constant drum-beats 
from the stands, to a cacopho- 
ny of horns and whistles, and 
chants of “DC! DC!", the home 
team led the Rapids a merry 
dance. Regrettably for the US 
national team, who have a 
tough World Cup qualifying 
game away to Mexico this 
weekend, it was DC's Latin 
American trio that was making 
all the fancy moves. 

The midfielder Marco Etch- 
everry, who shone for Bolivia 
in the Andean nation's other- 


Smith to tell Rangers shareholders of his future plans 


Walter Smith, the Rangers 
manager, will address share- 
holders in Glasgow this morn- 
ing at potentially one of the 
most dramatic annual general 
meetings in the dub's 124-ycar 
history. 

Smith is widefy anticipated 
to resolve speculation about his 
future at Ibrox, which could 
mean his stepping down as 
manager at the end of the sea- 
son and taking an executive role. 

Despite a remarkable run of 
domestic success - 13 trophies, 
ioduding seven tides -Smith's 
sides have struggled to make an 
JmpacUq Europe*, with, this , 
campaign considered the nadir. 


Whatever is said by Smith, 
it is evident that the share- 
holders wall want answers as to 
why investment in Continen- 
tal talent has failed to produce 
dividends in European com- 
petition. 

If Smith were announce he 
was stepping down, among the 
names already put forward to 
succeed him is the current 
Finland and former Denmark 
manager, Richard Moiler 
Nielsen, whose son. Tommy, is 
a coach at Ibrox. 

Scottish football is facing the 
prospect of being dragged 
through the courts for a second 
successive week. 


Jim Oliver, representative of 
the lower division clubs, has 
promised swift legal action to 
overturn the permission grant- 
ed yesterday to the breakaway 
teams to retire from the 
Scottish League. 

A special meeting of the 
League management commit- 
tee went ahead in Glasgow af- 
ter the top-flight teams went to 
the Court of Sessions to ensure 
the meeting took place. 

At the last committee meet- 
ing on 16 October, only four of 
the 10 breakaway clubs’ mo- 
tions to retire from the Premier 
Division were passed - Dun- 
fermline, Hearts, Motherwell 


and Kilmarnock. The remain- 
ing six - including Celtic and 
• Rangers - lost out because 
each had members on the 12- 
man committee who were 
denied the chance to vote on 
their own sides’ motions. 

But with that procedure 
ruled invalid, the six Premier 
Division representatives were 
able to support themselves 
and also each other to push 
through their withdrawals 
yesterday. 

A crucial special general 
meeting on 18 November will 
now determine whether the 10 
sides can launch their new set- 
up as early as next season. 


wise lacklustre 1994 World Cup 
campaign, was a class above his 
team-mates. An 

under-achiever with great vision 

and an exquisite left foot, 
Etdheveoy might have made an 
impact in the big European 
leagues had be not comented 
himself with remaining a big 
fish in the small, 10-team pond 
of the MLS. He looked on Sun- 
day, as be does every week, like 
a Matt Le Ussier playing in a 
mid-table First Division side. 

Up front for DC are Jaime 
Moreno, also from Bolivia and 
once of Middlesbrough, and 
Raul Diaz Aree of El Salvador. 
They are the leading scorers in 
the MLS. Fed by Etcheverry, 
Moreno and Diaz A rce ter- 
rorised the workmanlike 
Rapids defence and it was a 
clever dummy by Diaz Arcc. 
when he migh t have scored, that 
set up Moreno for the first goal. 

Diaz Arce’s act of generos- 
ity might have been in atone- 
ment for having brought the 
MLS into disrepute the way his 
less savoury colleagues in 
American football and baseball 
have been doing for years. 
Diaz Arce and an Argentine 
team-mate, Mario Gori, were 
charged with rape and com- 
plicity to rape in August fol- 
lowing an incident in a hotel 
room with a female fan. DC 
United put up half a milli on 


dollars in bail for each and 
backed them to play to the end 
of the season. Now Diaz Arce 
faces the prospect of a criminal 
trial and a posable jail sentence. 

DC made sure of winning 
the final with a second-half 
header from the local boy Tony 
Sanneh. scored from a cross by 
John Harkes. previously of 
Sheffield Wednesday. Another 
former British import. Uru- 
guay's Adrian P&z. once of Ip- 
swich Town, pulled one track for 
Rapids with a blistering angled 
strike to give the partying crowd 
a sobering rush of fear in the 
game’s dying minutes. 

Emotionally replete, the DC 
fans stayed long after the whis- 
tle to celebrate their team's vic- 
tory. The scenes were watched 
by millions nationwide on ABC 
television, whose bosses will 
have been delighted by the 
quality of the entertainment and 
encouraged in their recent de- 
cision to increase live coverage 
of the MLS from one game this 
year to 12 the next. 

With more children in the 
Washington area - as in the US 
generally - playing soccer than 
any other sport, with the Red- 
skins on a downward spiral, 
lovers of the beautiful game 
may not unreasonably cherish 
the hope that in the American 
capital, at any rale, the future 
belongs to soccer. 


Fenn earns Republic call-up 


Tottenham’s teenage striker 
Neale F«nn has been called into 
the Republic of Ireland squad 
for the first leg of their World 
Cup play-off against Belgium at 
Lansdowne Road, Dublin, to- 
morrow. 

Fenn, 19, is needed as cav- 
er after Mick McCarthy lost the 
injured Sunderland striker 
David Kelly and West Brom- 
wich's new signing .from 
Southampton. Michael Evans, 
who fractured a cheekbone in 
a training collision, leaving 
only Tony Cascarino. David 
Connolly and Tommy Coyne as 
his recognised forwards. 

Fenn played in the Repulv 


lie’s successful Under-20 squad 
during the World Youth 
Championship in Malaysia in 
the summer and bos since 
earned a regular place in the 
Under-21 team. 

Georges Leekens, Bel- 
gium’s coach, will have to find 
replacements for the injured 
midfielder Enzo Srifo, the 
South American-born forward 
Luis Oliviera. and the sweep- 
er Lorenzo Staelens. 

"As far as we are concerned 
Ireland must be the big 
favourites," Leekens said. 
"They have all the advantages 
_ and we are without our key 
players." 
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Johnson favourite to be named England captain 


England are expected to 
name Phil de Glanvilie’s 
successor as captain 
tomorrow and the 
choice would appear to 
— ^fie between two 

experienced forwards. 
David Uewetfyn assesses the 
likely outcome. 


The England coach. Clive 
.. Woodward looks set tomorrow 
to name the man who will cap- 
tain the side against Australia 
at Twickenham. Sources dose 
,0 the management team say 
bat the choice rests between 
.wo men: Martin Johnson of 
Leicester and Lawrence 
DaUaglio of Wasps. 

Their credentials are exem- 
plary. Both are experienced 
" ntematiouals, both captain 


their dub sides and led them to 
honours last season. DaDaglio’s 
Wasps waltzed off with the 
League title, Johnson’s Tigers 
lifted the Pfflongton Cup. 

The smart money is on 
Johnson, at 27 Dallaglio’s se- 
nior by two years. The biggest 
factor favouring the Leicester 
man is his successful captaincy 
of tbe Britisb Lions in their his- 
toric 2-1 series victory over 
South Africa in the summer. 

England's pre-Christmas 
run-in against Australia, New 
Zealand twice and South Africa 
is wickedly demanding. They 
are attempting an unprece- 
dented southern hemisphere ^ 
grand slam: failure in the four' 
"tests will not make survival by 
the ca ptain easy. Losing out to- 
morrow may well prove to be 
a blessing and leave the for- 
saken candidate with a chance 
of taking up the reins for the 


Five Nations after Christmas. 

Both players have been 
named in England's latest 28- 
man squad for tomorrow's 
training session at Bisham 
Abbey. The party is widely ex- 
pected to be the hard core from 
which the 21 names will be 
drawn to face the WriJabies on 
15 November, although with 
some half a dozen members 
currently carrying injuries 
Woodward's final selection may 
. well be more limited. 

The inclusion of Bath’s 
novice 16-stone plus hooker 
Andy Long, 20 last month, is a 
pointer to one of England’s 

I ALAN WATKINS 5 I 
COLUMN WILL j 
APPEAR IN 
TOMORROW’S I 
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problem areas. Long’s club- 
mate Mark Regan has struggled 
to find the form which has 
brought him 12 England caps 
and earned him a Lions ap- 
pearance in the first Test 
against the Springboks. 

His rival Phil Greening has 
also looked out of sorts and, like 
Regan, has not been an auto- 
matic first choice for his club, 
Gloucester, this season. 

But at least they are in the 
squad. The Bath prop Victor 
Ubogu looks to have little 
chance of adding to his 20 caps. 
He is one of four notables to 
have been omitted, joining Ben 
Clarke - the All Blacks’ unan- 
imous man of the series for the 
Uons in 1993 - and two mem- 
bers of the 1997 party, the lock 
Simon Shaw and scrum-half 
Austin Healey on the reject pile. 

No doubt the doors are not 
dosed on them, which is more 


than can be said for Pon- 
typridd’s gang of three. The 
Welsh dub still do not know if 
Dale McIntosh, Andre Barnard 
and Phil John will be allowed 
back in France when they trav- 
el to Brive for Lheir European 
Cup quarter final play-off. 

It will be the third time the 
two sides have meL The first oc- 
casion in Brive resulted in 
brawls on and off the pitch, and 
charges against the three play- 
ers for their alleged part in the 
post-match proceedings. Local 
magistrates have precluded 
their return to the Brive area 
until the case has been tried. 

BHGLAND7RAJNMG SQUAB 

Bantfey (both Newcastle^ Beel < 
ton), Naas (Safe* Adebayo (Batnj, us 
GtonvSte (Battil Oraanarood (Leicester), 
(Vfegps). Grayson 
' Dawson 




Me (Leicester), Laonard 
forth (Leicester), Green (Wasps! 

(Eatfil Greening (Gtoocastar), Long 
/Mhar (Nmcmdet Johnson (Lacesnrx 
Grewooek (Saracens). DaUagBo (Wasps) 
RodtMr (Nort ha mpton) Diproaa (Sara- 
cens). HO (Saracens), Back (Leicester). 
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Fine fightback by Siemerink 


Jan Siemerink of the Nether- 
lands surged back after saving 
two match points in the second- 
set tie-break to beat America’s 
Tbdd Martin 4-6, 7-6, 6-2 and 
set up a second-round meeting 
with Greg Rusedski at the Paris 
Indoor Open. 

Martin lost his way after 
squandering the match points 
and dropping his opening ser- 
vice game in the third set 

Siemerink, ranked 108, had 
arrived m Paris having woo just 
one match in his previous four 
tournaments, but put Martin, 
currently ranked 52nd in the 
world, under pressure from 
the start 

In another first-day match. 
Sweden's Thomas Johansson 
beat fellow qualifier Sjeng 
Schalken of the Netherlands 
64* 6-7, 6-3 and now feces com- 
patriot Jonas Bjorkman in the 
second round. 


Rusedski has retained his 
fifth place in the latest world 
rankings and fourth in the 
Road to Hanover tabic, despite 
losing his opening match to 
Germany’s Nicolas Kiefer in 
Stuttgart last week. 

Rusedski is still likely to gain 
one of the eight places for the 
ATP Tour Championship in 
Hanover from 10 to 16 
November. But he cannot af- 
ford to lose early either in 
Paris or in Stockholm next 
week. If he gets past Siemerink 
today, he will be on course for 
a semi-final meeting with the 
world No 1, Pete Sampras. 

Rusedski has 2,427 points in 
the Hanover table but is only 
419 points ahead of Russia's 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov, who is 
16th. As the Paris winner will 
receive 370 points, not includ- 
ing bonus points, and the Stock- 
holm victor 200 plus bonus 


points, the race is still wide 
open. There are also tourna- 
ments in Moscow and Santia- 
go next week before the final 
eight for Hanover will be 
confirmed. 

Ton Henman, the British No 
2, has climbed one place lo No 
18 in the rankings and is cur- 
rently 17th in the Hanover 
(able. 

However, he is 407 points 
behind eighth-placed Thomas 
Muster and would need to win 
the Paris tournament to have 
any chance of gaining a place 
in the ATP championship. 

While most British attention 
is focused on Rusedski and 
Henman, Andrew Richardson 
has moved up lo world No 143, 
his highest position. 

Other British players in the 
list include Chris Wilkinson at 
No 149 and Mark Petchey at 
No 158. 
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vtsln (7AS: (*» v Rstarfiom; Goriesfcxi « 
I flwrt a ft ae» ttiwuti vStawnariaem- 

■Bad v Bury Tfawn; Suclxry Town v Ely Cav; 


■ ^45): Hereford vSntinflboune. 

J - A UMBRO TROPHY First QUaBfyJng 
f oundr^JtejpWbatorvapef-MarevHaritNr 
, .wrough (745). - 

: 5THMUN LEAGUE Premier DhrWon: 
r-r oxford cay y Sutton Utt Sec ond PNtetar* ; 
P - Kunraa vTibuy: LaUttn v Barfong; IAM cF 
i - -KXWU instead TltirtDMstonrDortiTg 
i Hertford Futl Member* Cup ftrat round; 
•A iUngdcn Town v BasteastetaBWwps 
tt^^wtoVlonftniancBrwrtWvMte- 
3/ attend; OwrlsBy v Wbtanflham; Gwesend 
~ riorttffteetv Bertftamsted: Hondooy ftx- 
socHtchrtvBcretianiWocxCVttNonaHer. 
rain u Sanes (74 5) Araoctete M ora be re 
raphy Sret round: Croydon Athletic v 
crinthfan Casuela. 

A MARTENS LEAGUE CUP Ffcrt round 
econd fog: Bath (1) v Yate (0) (7.46); 

ymarno [3); Orencestar CT v C*w«ton CT: 
oittester M* fiwfam 0): 

W: Halesowen Tbwn 0) v 
Haetngs " 


TipMev Clacton: VtteaonviMoKhem; Wood- 
bridge t Harwfoh & Partca*orv l£*Hae Oij 
tat ratnf: Nonrfch Utd v Mfrfcgeea 
JEWSON WESSEX LEAGUE Pbrtsmouti AN 
vBrodanfmL 

NORTH WEST COUNTIES LEAOUEFtttDt 
wteton: Nent*4ch v Wharton - Cotale* 
NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE 
Prantar DMatau Oaaedfown » Uwraedge. 
SCREWHX DIRECT LEAOLE Premier »- 
rietao: BfldWBl_ y Mdk af wn: Brtdp gg v 
Weattxry (745); Smore v Bamsspfo (745) 
INTERLINK EXPRES S MID LA ND AL- 
LEAHCE: BOttrwre St Mchasfe v Rsoretw; 
VIM Mdhnde Ptfoe v aidpiorti 
UNIJET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hr* DL 
vtaforc AnrxW v Pa£nm; PtacetuMn & 
-Msoamtwv Hereocka 
' LEAGUE OF WALB: Steer Vela v CWnNK 
Mer Cebto-IM CanSf w Abarjoewyte Tbunv 
Newtown * Saityfown: fW eamaaltaw 
More TMte Network Sotutfona 
v Ft*. 


fine*: CHtomte v Cotarein^ LWMtfvGte- 
nawn; Ttary vOuwdBrajOrnatfi i CHSery 
PONTIUS LEAGUE Premier Obtate 

ggsgsa a iara rjs m 

TNid DMehm: OteewrMd v Hid (7X9- 

AVONPtSURAfiCE COMBINATION HretDi- 
vtotore West Ham * Wlmfcfodon (745) (at 
SeuJJwref LWfadFO. 

PA VOtimCUP nre*4ound repteip Rvt Wb 
wWhteal (TO 

Ic© hockey 

EUROPEAN LEAGUE: Manchester Slcrffl v 
Sparta Prapjs (73CJ (at Nine* Arena}. 

Other sports 

TA&E TENNtBi Eurepaon VltomenS League 
Sipar DMbre Btfandv Qafflany l»S«oh). 


SPORTING DIGEST 


HOCKEY 

New boys 
in control 

City of Portsmouth and 
JEastcote, both newcom- 
ers t.o tbe ESL South 
Premier, are the only 
two sides bn maximum 
points following the 
weekend programme. 

Portsmouth, relegated 
from tbe National League 
last season, were 4-0 win- 
ners at Ramgarhia and 
lead on goal difference. 
Thro goals from Rob 
Boswell and one each 
from Stuart Avery and 
Paul Hilton saw them to a 
comfortable victoiy. 

Hot in pursuit are new- 
ly promoted Eastcote, 
with a 3-1 win over Heme 
Bay, James ' O’Shea 
. ptrenrinfl victory with his 
second goal 10 minutes 
into the second half. 

-mcdwai 


American football 
Raridn M Srriih, who has owned the. 
NFUs Aflarfla Falcons since Its in- 
ception to 1965, dted on Sunday of 
heart fetture in Atlanta. He wasra. 
NR; RtaMptaG Data's; tMtato 20 Den- 
w 23 (ofliWatagh 23 Jacrtonta T7 (cd; 
tau Onesru □ San Hancuco 23: NawTbrfc Gi- 
arna 29 Ondnrnd 27; SI Lois 20 Karan Qty 


.T " YU- ' t 


bs 45 Cfohtend M; 

Caraina21 AtatelZ 
AMBUCAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

W L . T Pf PA 

Miami 5 2 0 143 13* 

Naw England S 2 0 W 

NY Jab S 3 0 aoi tM 

Battado 4 4 0 « 

IndanapoSa 0 8 0 Tt3 *9 

CSfTRAL DIVISION 

Pteabatfi 8 2 0 tea W 

JnkaoovBa S 3 0- 200 158 

BaMraare A 4 0 B4 OB 

T o o na aren 4 4 0 «3 *1 

CtadnaaS 1 7 0 125 2V 

WESTERN OCVnSJON 

Dacvar ’ 7 1 0 238 133 

Kansas C*y„ 0 2 0 «1 03 

Saa0» 5 3 0 SB 177 

San Disc a .4 4 0 HO 178 

OtaZL: 3 5 0 20 2E 

NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DfVJSJON 

NY atoms 8 3 o w too 

Data *~A 4 0m® 

PMtodalpHa j* 4 O « a 

tato gM 4 4 0 T42 07 

Albans — 1 7 0 £33 05 

CENTRAL OrYtSON 

M to nenb 8 .2 0 « 151 

Groan Bay 5 2 0 « ns 

Ttanpa Bay 5 3 0 146 04 

Oatrott — A 4 0 «0 05 

CMcagu 0 7 s n ffi 


Greta Bay — 5 

TtoapaBay 5 

Oatrott. A 

CNcago 0 

WESTERN DIVISION 
San Fiandaco 7 

Caioioa ~4 

St Louis 2 

NStoOrtsans 2 

Atlanta 1 


1 0 SO 96 
( 0 18 09 
s 0 T33 W 

7 o te « 
7 0 MS as 


Athletics 

Kenyan Jtoshua K^kenboy won yes- 
tBnsy^ annual DuUn city marathon 
In a one of 2hr < 6min 56 09 c . A total 
of 4D00 rumera took part h the ootK 
which 0 run through the streets of the 
Irish capital each year on the Ra- 
puHcfeDctober pubic holiday 
Maria Bak, the German WOkm run- 
ner, has bean temporarVy bamed af- 
ter a posttfve dope test tor anaboic 
substances at a competition in the 
Nethertarvte last month. A second test 
is Id be carried out today and Bak has 
until need month to demand a hear- 
ing into her cas& 

Baseball 

WORLD SERIES: Florida 3 Ctawtad 2 
(Ttafdh win tfw besf-otaem wfn4^l. 

Basketball 

Charles Barkley, the United Stales 
‘Dream Team* Olympic goto medal 
winner has been charged wSh ag- 
gravated battery and resting arrest 
overthrowing a man through a ptate- 
gtess window of e bar In Oranda The 
Houston Rockets player, who was 
bated far around £*P00 by team-mate 
Clyde [Trader, coidd face ip to 16 
veers’ Imprisonment If tound giity on 


B4J0WBSER LEAGUE TABLES 
P W 

Bddo London TOwura.-S 7 
Thamsu Vafiay TTgers _9 7 


Chaster Jets - .6 5 

Manchester Sants ^..3 5 

Newcastle Eagles 10 5 

Leicester radars 8 4 

Worthing Beers 11 4 

Derby Storm - — -6 2 

Crystal palace ........ — Tj 2 

Watford Royals tl 0 


Football GoH 

Rona ldM Spelbo a. the UhejJif roach, 

the t^L^iFk«DMBlon , (^b^NHng 
their 4-2 home dafeet against NBC t*- - 

jmegen on Sunday. Spetoos, 43, ator- 
mer intemteionaC pned Utrecht in 
January last year after being sacked 
by Vitesse a tow months eatlar. 7308; 
Utrecht are currently thtoJ from bot- os 69 1 

tom to the 18-team division with eight 6477: 
patois from Tl marches. leapt 

Emmanuel Amrnunhe, the Mgerian to- woo£ 
temational midfielder, is to have ma- 
jor surgBry on his left knee in the next 
few days and wfll be out of action for 
several monthaA mm unte, 27, joined KSv? 

Baodona from Sporting Lisbon in 
January but has not played a stogie Hoc 

rrinuta of league footbaStttis season _ 

NATIONWIDE FOOTBALL 1EAGUE: PM- fSrin 

ponud insittasi Wad s Noe Ma nchest e r 
□ty v Port VtaDis 18 Now QrrratevLu. “5® 

tereWl^nvWalsaA Rs-bTwured ftaura: tojuw 

Rrl 7 Now Okham v Gtagham pan 8 Nov). 

MAJOR LEAGUE SOCCER Chanpl- Ice T 

onshlp ptaiKjff (Washington DC): Wash- NHL:Ti 

Ington DC Utd 2 Monno 37, Sanneh ea Ms 9 
Ccaorado Rapds 1 (Paz 7S). Derott 


Cokmto Rapida 1 (Paz 7SJ. 

SWBXSH LEAGUE tab ebndkn: 1 
TUnstad (P2. Pb 52); 2 FK Gothenburg 
BS48); 3 IMmo (2846); 4 Orsbro p&46); 
Sorgryte (26-43). 

NORWEGIAN CUP FINAL: VWerenoa 4 
Stnxnsgodaet 2. 

SUNDAY’S LATE RESULTS: French 
League: Monaco 0 Atnerre 1: Bordeaux t 
Names l Spanish League: "fenarfe 1 va- 
ladold 0; Mateo IteMOtamol 2; Fta 
Bette 1 Com p os te l a 0; Saiamanca 1 
ZarBgcea2; RaalSooedsd2 14etfda1;vu- 
bnds 1 Oviedo 1; Sporting G^on r Attta- 
lc 0B3SO2; Barcsfona 2 Rraig Santander 

a Dutth lAague: UtrecfR 2 KEC rttnbBn 
4; Sparta Ftotterdam 1 Qronlngan 1; B(C 
Waakf^k 1 VfafcCTdam 1 ; TWente Enschede 
t Fteda JC Kerkrada 2; Vteaae Amhen 1 


Golf 

LAS VEGAS MVrrATTONAL (Nevada) Lsad- 
kig final ecoreejlIS nr tas atatad): 340 B 
Gbsaon 63 65 7S 71 SB 341 D Edwards 68 
86 69 72 67; 8 Maytafr 66 63 73 73 67. 343 
M GalBMerHa fifi 68 72 71 68; D Waldorf 




348 E Fryatt 68 67 71 

73 68; T Ttyba 66 65 73 W 70; J Don Hate 
68 6B 68 71 72. Satoctad: 355 T Wbode 68 
64 7771 75 
LEADING WORLD RANKINGS (US iotas 
stated): 1 G NarnanJAus) H8t pbaw2T 
Woods 1W8; 3 E Ss (SA) 855: 4 Nftto (Dm) 
"';6CMcrtt»»i«ra 
BJl:BDLoire 

BOO; 10 T Lefrnan 780; 11 _ 

Ha* 6S6t 12 J Leonard 888; 13 N Fekta «38) 
545; 14 B Fean 637; IS F Couptoe 635 


Table tennis 

lisa Lomes, Ihe Bigtand No \ wl lead 
her country against Germany today 


man League: Cctojjw 4 VfB Stutfaart 2. 


to tea Sifaer Division of the Euopean 
Womans league in Sou^t. Germany, 
the Euopean champions, have al- 
ready quaked tor the semf-flntfs and 
are expected to drop one or bote of 
their top world ranked players, Je 
Schop and Wcote Stnjse. 

Tennis 

PARS INDOOR OPEN Rrst round: T Jo- 
hansson (Swe) bt S Schrican ItfeSii 8-4 6-7 
68; J Sfcmenr* hi T Mann (US) 4-6 
7-6 62: N Escudo (ft) to A Beraoaiegul (Sp) 
64 61 : 0 Prhod (Gh) bt S Saigdan (Arm) 
4-6 63 7-5. 


Hockey 

Manprest Kocfrar, the Rearing ntd- 
feWpteyet; has been feraughttoto ihe 
England trwteg squad to ^aoe ri the 
totued Ntek Thompson. 

Ice hockey 

NHL: NY Rangers 3 Anahein 3 fad; Los An- 
oNaa 3 Ibmpa Bay 1 ; Caiota 3 Chfcaoo 2 
□BfisttStaeouter l: PhoertxB adbto l 


KREMUN CUP WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT. 
S Taatud (Fr) W J Knjgar (SA) 63 7-6; K Hab- 
ajdow (Slovak) hr M Maleeva (Bui) 61 63. 
E Makama (Rus) bi Y Baaia {Indon} 64 (Ba- 
suW mtkvd nfijrvd) 

LEA0MG WTATOUR RAtmNGS: 1 M rtngB 
6630 pis 2 J Msvotna iCi Ftepl 3L5«tt 
' 3429: 4ACoeCW ISA) 3317: 
(US) 3307. 61 
(Rom) 2AZ7;eM fierce (Frj 
(Sp) 2557. 10 C Martinez 


SM0Q.9 A 
(Sp)205 

LEADING ATP TOUR RANKINGS: 1 PSam- 
pras fUS) 38B8pb; 2 M Chang (US) 3211 ; 3 
P Rafter (Aus) 3017, 4 G Ivansewc (Croa) 
2568,-50 Rusodskt (GB»£5S; 6 YKatehtor 
2A80; 7 C Moya (Sp) 2451; B P Korda 
) 2368; 9 S«g Stuguera iSpi 2367. 

. Ill - Dfortonan (SvueiMW: Selected: IB T 
Henman (GBj 1858 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

130 

The golfers - a record - 
who wi tee off this morn- 
ing at Bardetot in France 
in an attempt to gain an 
all-exempt ticket on next 
year£ European Seniors 
Tour. Four rounds will 
decide who will gain one 
of the 10 full places and 
10 conditional places. 


-j 








THE INDEPENDENT 
TUESDAY 
25 OCTOBER 


32/SPORT 


MOTOR RACING 


■JM 

“h 

A»- 


Wk 

OM, 


Pur 
if** 
i OM 
:(n 

;IV 

:*>■ 

i?ru 

■.'to 

IPT 

-JW 

A' 

.'sy 

*■* 

3 

is 

?s 


: ; W 

*: 

% 

rt»i 

- : y 

sSo 

.•!>-• 

r~-» 

:n-- 

sm : 

:TTv 

:TH. 

’H,' 

n«s 

sTr». 

rr»r 


fu 

UK 

:AW 

w*: 

f9jf 

*& 

rtrt. 

I«A 

:C.u 


*3.« 

*31 

St/t 

*<r. 

St 

5X 

tfwt 

JriJ 

Pr.vn 

tf«.o 

SfnC 

i3B 

Ku 

HiJi 

a3i«' 

shj* 

S'on 

»*S 

was 

«t 

kNVE 

tlNVt 

*» 

iJUP 

JKB- 

L-«« 

aj:. 

ax-> 

a« 

AW 

AC" 

uas 

A(S> 

a«i 

sV4< 

sM&i 

Atar 

Mi>» 

:V— 

SJO 

IK*J 

OJrt 

VW 

ivaj 

;:aj- 

-S' 

rN.’r 

Al 

;Pi.-4 

:N 

Sit 

:°v 

rfiod 

sSch 

!&'•• 


.-iljj 

Kiut 

&l> 

:Thc 

tTln 

TVS£ 

i-t-iC 

»V*S 

UK 

•UXV 

ABN. 

HE5 

J*.c 

:R». 

Bora 

&r3 

A»l 

80* 

»3c 

:0m. 

B.sr. 

iCLw 

•Cv 

U.Xi 

ami: 

CFSr 

fii. 

(»•••* 
Or.-. 
Cc t. 
•:•»:. 
:i3;r 

T-h.. 

.■ 0 .“ 

CUQ 

o.*.< 

jOw 

£S 

lEd* 

A* 

& 

rAC 

«=T 

rftt 


Schumacher summoned to explain Villeneuve collision 


Michael Schumacher, 
yesterday faced calls for 
Ferrari to sack him 
following his collision 
with Jacques Villeneuve 
at the Grand Prix of 
Europe and a belated 
demand by motor 
sport’s governing body 
to explain his actions. 

David 7rerrwyne details a 
bad day for the formula. 
One racing driver more 
used to adulation than 
vilification. 


Even an ego the size of Michael 
Schumachers must have been 
dented by the fearful battering 
which has followed his contro- 
versial collision with Jacques 


Villeneuve during Sunday's 
Grand Prix of Europe in Jerez. 

A summons to appear be- 
fore the World Motor Sport 
Council came on the heels of 
impassioned calls in the Italian 

media for Ferrari lo dismiss him 
unless he makes a formal apol- 
ogy for what appeared to be an 
attempt to win the champion- 
ship by knocking his title rival 
out of the final race. 

The race stewards were sat- 
isfied that it was a “racing ac- 
cident'’ but the Council acted 
after considering a report from 
the race director. While any fi- 
nancial penalty that the Coun- 
cil may impose after the 
hearing in Paris on 1 1 Novem- 
ber is unlikely to unduly affect 
a man who earns upwards of 
£20m a year, the damage to his 
image will be of some person- 
al concern. 


Schumacher, previously the 
idol of the Italian and German 
media, and passionate fans in 
both countries, woke to find 
that he had not only lost the 
world title by turning his Fer- 
rari into Villeneuve’s Williams. 

The influential Italian dai- 
ly newspaper, Carriers deUo 
Sport, led with the front-page 
headline “Schumacher - now 
apologise”, while Gazzetto dei- 
b Sport and Tlutospon both left 
the 28-year-old German in no 
doubt as to their feelings. 
“Schumi, what madness” was 
the message. 

For the first time in his ca- 
reer, Schumacher, who is one of 
the most famous sportsmen in 
the world, is finding out what it 
feds like to go from hero to zero. 

He led Sunday’s race for 47 
of the 69 laps before leaving a 
gap into which Villeneuve 


FOOTBALL 


Benfica make £4m 
bid for Emerson 


Middlesbrough's Brazilian in- 
ternational, Emerson, may be 
on his way back to Portugal fol- 
lowing a £4m bid from Benfi- 
ca, but Bryan Robson, the Boro 
manager, is not keen on letting 
him go. 

Emerson, the former Por- 
tuguese Player of the Year, has 
been in outstanding form in 
Middlesbrough's run of 11 
games with just one defeat, and 
Robson said: “Emerson's atti- 
tude has been spot-on around 
the club and on the training 
ground. He was outstanding 
against Port Vale, especially 
when he took responsibility af- 
ter Robbie Mustoe was injured." 

Robson is only likely to sell 
Emerson if he can make a 
profit and the player himself 
wants to leave the dub. But the 
Portuguese side will have to 
raise their offer before Robson 
will negotiate. 

Emerson gained a certain 
amount of notoriety last season, 
when he went missing on trips 
to Brazil, but Middlesbrough 
stood their ground when he was 
linked with Barcelona and the 
player was forced to return to 
the north-east. 

Emerson, signed from Por- 
to, failed to recapture his ear- 
ly season form as Boro suffered 
relegation from the Premiership 
and lost in two cup finals. 


Meanwhile, Bradford City 
want to sign the Middlesbrough 
goalkeeper Gary Walsh on a 
permanent basis, but cannot 
agree on a fee. Robson has put 
a £500,000 valuation on the 
former Manchester United 
player who has impressed on a 
month's loan at Bradford. 

Ais&ne Wfenger, the Arsenal 
manager, has until tomorrow to 
appeal against the red card that 
will rule the midfielder Em- 
manuel Petit out of next 
month's match with Manches- 
ter United. Hie former Mona- 
co player was dismissed for 
laying his hands on referee 
Paul Durkin in the final minutes 
of Sunday's goalless draw 
against Aston Villa at Highbury. 

The Football Association 
yesterday confirmed that Petit 
had been dismissed for “violent 
conduct” and that he now faces 
a three-match ban, starting on 
9 November. 

Under FA disciplinary 
rules, appeals on the grounds 
of “wrongful dismissal” must 
be supported by evidence re- 
ceived at Lancaster Gate with- 
in three days of the match in 
question. 

Duridn has rescinded one 
card already this season, after 
accepting he had wrongly dis- 
missed United's Gary Pailister 
at Bolton last month. 
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ACROSS 22 

I A rich person returning to 
New Zealand by a stroke of 23 
luck (7) 

5 Concession by his master in 25 
argument that is wrong (7) 

9 Arctic deer makes one sound 26 

of displeasure chasing vehi- 
cle (7) 27 

10 Liberal Wales's upset to be 

deemed anarchic [T) 28 

II Chairman could be sur- 
rounded by drink? (9) 

12 Lift produce by some opera 

is extraordinary (5j I 

13 Nymph's publicity designed 

to appeal to right-wingers? 2 

15 Hame to give diamonds to 
nameless artist (3.6) 3 

17 Source of ventilation in 
pub's unknown, one gets a 
disease (9) 4 

19 Excessively imprisoning 
sailor is forbidden (5) 5 


Aspect of one limited by 
short imperial measure (5) 
Dog food which is at rear of 
lorry (9) 

Great source of wealth in 
hospital department (7) 
Could be bad sign in the 
stomach (T) 

One’s not seen by day with 
unpleasant family group (7) 
Note change of rental that's 
permanent (7) 

DOWN 

Obscure noisv support for 
British city district (7) 

Gould it tie a child's place to 
restore health of railway? 

( 7 ) 

Arrest old boy, a person of 
high rank back from India 

( 5 ) 

Grown-up accepts a charge 
for Drake (9) 

Unhappy about a Latin cold 
side dish (5) 


6 It goes fast on river water 
maybe carrying two of boys? 

„ g> .. 

7 One civil engineer to choose, 
a help to the likes of Hillary? 


8 Sex-discriminating control? 

(7) 

14 Brave daughter with parents 

lacking female site? (9) 

16 Time to lay down law heart- 
lessly md remove completely 
<9) 

17 One new area of study where 
slips are found? (7) 

18 Dissenting group force a le- 


gal . . 

20 Grass on male in prohibi- 
tion? One knows all about 
craft (7) 

21 It gives instructions for in- 
creasing number of revs first? 

23 Shabby sort of race in Scot- 
tish river (5) 

24 Put up, say, expert’s mark 15) 


case??) 8 


pounced cleanly to take the 
lead. While Villeneuve was 
alongside, Schumacher guided 
his car into the Canadian’s in 
an attempt 10 block him, but on 
this occasion the biter was bit- 
ten and Sch umacher slid off the 
track and out of the race. Vil- 
leneuve finished third to clinch 
his first World Championship. 

The furore in the Italian me- 
dia is a devastating blow to a 
driver used to adulation and al- 
ready the Formula One world 
is asking whether the first se- 
rious cracks are appearing in ar- 
mour thought, until now, to be 
all but impenetrable. 

Mario Sconcerti, in a Cor- 
riere editorial entitled “No- 
body has the right to want to 
win at all costs,” demanded that 
Schumacher should be sacked 
if he does not apologise. 

U I don't know what went 


through Schumacher’s head 
the moment he turned his 
steering wheel sharply to the 
right to try and hit Villeneuve, 
nor what he felt when be sensed 
the world title dipping from his 
hand," he wrote. “I don’t know 
what that flash of bitterness was, 
but it certainly wasn’t sport. 
What happened was a dirty 
crick, an unworthy blow which 
in everyday life would have 
criminal consequences." 

Sconcerti, a passionate Fer- 
rari fan, added: “Today we call 
on Schumacher to apologise, 
not only, to VILleneuve but also 
to all Ferrari people. This is no 
way to behave, this is no way to 
win, and we are not interested 
in victory at all costs.” 

The Gazzeuo, which also 
proclaimed “Villeneuve - a 
true champion”, added to the 
attack on Schumacher with a 


column from leading writer, 
Caodido Cannavo. ' 

“Let’s disown the stain left 
by Schumacher’s naive and 
twisted attempt to force Vil- 
leneuve out, just as he was over- 
taking him with an impeccable, 
courageous and not reckless 
manoeuvre,” he thundered. 

“It was an offensive scene 
for a duel which, whatever the 
outcome, would at least have 
maintained its dignity.” 

In Germany, Schumacher’s 
popularity was also dented. 
BUd declared that “Schumach- 
er himself was to blame for the 
crash. Schumi wanted to push 
Villeneuve out”. It then asked: 
“But Michael, why on earth did 
yon do it?” 

The Frankfurter AUemagne 
lamented the passing of Schu- 
macher’s “nice boy next door” 
image, and attacked what it 


called his “WDd Vtest manners. " 
The Saarbnicker Zeitung said: 
“Schumacher's exit was mejusi 
punistimentfar an unfair attack 

Vflieneuve remained calm as 

he celebrated his first champ - 
ion shi p fa only bis second sea 
son as a Forumla One driver. 
However, he had no 'illusions 
about Schumacher. “I km*"' 
Michael was capable of just try- 
ing to take me off and that s 
what he tried to do.” The Ger- 
man , however, was convinced 

he did nothing wrong. 

The Italian media revered 
VUleneuve’s father, Gilles, who 
was killed driving a Ferrari dur- 
ing practice for the I9S2 Belgian 
Grand Prix at Zolder, and who 
enjoyed a reputation not only 
as the fastest man in Formula 
One, but as a true sportsman. 

Recalling him while visiting 
Jerez at the weekend. Jody 


MO-t'SfSS! 

leneuve a „.Buihe 

-tfsieas*- 
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Tn doing so Gules 
neuve surrendered his own 
chance of the title, but Wthun- 

day his son became the first 

nadian in history to take the 

^Tfor Jacques VlUcneuve 

he is unlikely to care whether 
Schumacher apologises or dol 
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Several top Premiership i 
players have given their back- \ 
tng to the “Show racism the red \ 
card” project. 

Players including Gianfran- \ 
co Zola. Faustino Asprilla and \ 
lan Wright appear on a video i 
which aims to help stamp out j 
racism in football. The project 
is mainly focused ou schools ; 
and has been translated into ■ 
four languages to be shown :■ 
across Europe. 

England's Under-21 side , 
will have to try and qualify for - 
next year's European Under-21 = 
Championship finals via a two- 
legged play-off - despite re- i 
matning unbeaten in their l 
group which they won by sev- - 
en points from Italy. England ; 
will have to meet either France ‘ 
or Greece on a home and away . 
basis before 14 December, with ; 
the winners joining the other i 
seven teams who have qualified i 
automatically for the finals at \ 
a venue to be decided in May. : 

EgO Ostenstad has under- \ 
gpne a successful operation tote- ; 
pair damage to his left ankle and - 
hopes to make his Southampton ‘ 
comeback in December. The : 
Norwegian international, who j 
was injured in the Saints' pre- j 
season tour to Germany, has ; 
had a section of bone shaved j 
from the ankle by a surgeon in : 
Norway. 



South Africa’s Shaun Pollock powers In during his five-wicket spell in the Test match against Pakistan at Faisalabad yesterday 


Photograph: AP 


CRICKET 


Pollack snatches the series 
from complacent Pakistan 
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Henry BlofeJd 
reports from Faisalabad 

South Africa 239 & 214 
Pakistan 308 & 92 

South Africa win by S3 runs 


A wonderful Test match had the 
extraordinary end it deserved. 
Dreadful barring by the 
Pakistan top order - which at 
times appeared to be almost 
deliberately suicidal - reduced 
them to 31 for 5 in the ninth 
over of the morning and, from 
there, recoveiy was not possi- 
ble against a South African side 
which was as superbly disci- 
plined as it was well-handled. 

The excellent pitch, which 
had enough grass to help the 
seam bowlers when the ball was 
new, gave encouragement to 
the spinners later and had 
enough pace not to penalise 
Stroke makers. 

Pakistan should have won 
easily. They did not, which was 
the result of badly muddled 
thinking, if they thought at all. 

Aamtr Sohail started off 
the fourth morning as if the 
match had to be won by lunch 
and, in his exuberance, forgot 
about technique. The next four 
m the order then went about 
their business as if the match 
was already woq and all they 
bad (o do was go through the 
motions. 

The South Africans had 
buoyed themselves up for (his 
fourth day by concentrating 
their minds on Honsie Cronje s 
first Test as captain, when Aus- 
tralia had needed 1 18 to win in 
Sydney and lost by five runs. 


After a loose first two overs, 
their fast bowling was ad- 
mirably disciplined, the fielding, 
even though Adam Bacher put 
down a simple chance from 
Aamir at square Jeg, was bril- 
liant; Pat Symcox, the man of 
(he match, rounded off a superb 
game when he quickly dis- 
patched Pakistan's tail and 
Cronje, once again, was a cap- 
tain for all seasons. 

In the over after Aamir had 
been dropped, he tried to puli 
a ball from Allan Donald which 
was almost wide and, with great 
glee, Bacher made amends at 
cover point with a low diving 
catch to his right. 

Saced Anwer, whose baiting 
at the moment is in a sad state, 
cut furiously at one from Shaun 
Pollock which was too far up 
and loo close to him and was 
caught behind. Next hall, Ejaz 
Ahmed moved so far across his 
stumps to tum the ball to leg 
that he was leg before in from 
of middle and off. The pressure 
got to Aii Naqvi, who pushed 
forward to Pollock with his bat 
miles from his body and was 
caught behind. Two runs later 
Inzaraam-uI-Haq did some- 
thing similar and Brian McMil- 
lan came up with a beauty 
two-handed, low to his (eft at 
second slip. Pollock could hard- 
ly have bowled better than he 
did id this spell, keeping to a 
light length and line around the 
off-stump. 

This mayhem could hardly 
goon and Azhar Mahmood and 
Moin Khan, who played better 
than anyone, settled in lo give 
Cronje a problem. He had to at- 
tack and take wickets and vet 


could not afford to give away 
runs. 

Cronje deftly changed his 
bowlers, bringing on Symcox for 
Pollock and Paul Adams .at 
the other end. After a couple 
of overs from Symcox he 
switched to Lance Kluscner. 
who did the trick with a rela- 
tively harmless one down the 
leg side which flicked Azhar's 
gloves as he tried to glance. 

Six wickets were down for 79 
at lunch and the end came soon 
afterwards. Wasim Akram 
swung and skied to mid on, 
Saqloin Mushlaq was picked up 
off bat and pad. a Pollock york- 
er accounted for Wfrqar Younis 
and finally Moin holed out at 
deep square leg. Pakistan had 
lost ooty their third home series 
in 28 years. 

Fourth day: South Africa won toss 
SOUTH AFRICA - First innings 239 (G 
Kws&ntOnc* PL Symcox ffrWtem Akram 
4-44 

nuOSTAN - First Mngs 308 (hamam- 
U-Hoq 96. Mmi Khan Btfl. 

SOUTH AFRICA - Second MiwtQs 214 
(P L Syntax 55; Mushtaq Ahmed 4-57). 

PAKISTAN - Second tarings 

(Overnight 4-Q) 

Afi Naqvi c Guianan b Rafaok 0 

Aanv Sahffll c Bacher b Donald w 

"Sased Anvrer c ftchardson b Pdocft ..0 

Ejaz Ahmed-Kw Folock 0 

tozaTam-ut-Haq c McMBan b Po*oci<_ S 
Azhar Mahmood c Ridson b Kbsmer ..6 

TMon Khan c Donald bSymcoi sc> 

Wasim Akram c Kirsten b Symcox 
Saqbir) Muahtaq c Bacher b Symcor __0 

Waqax Vbune b Mock 0 

Mutfttaq Ahmed not out a 

Extras (b4 bG nbS wt 16 

Wal (3*3 overs) 92 

Fatt 1-232-24 3-344-295-31 MS 7-85 8-87, 
MB 

Bmtflng: P R Adams 5-2-10-Q, P L Sym- 
O®a3-5M,SMFO»X* TI-l-37-a AADarv 
aid fr-1 -M-t L Ktusttw 6-t-T3-t 
South Africa by 53 runs 
Sourh Atncg won tfvm-maicti series 1-0 
Umpires: S Dunn |NZ) ana Mian Assam 
(Pakt 

Man at Um match: P Symcox ISA) 

Man ot the series: MUsrnaq Ahmed 
(Pak) and G Kiraien (SA) 
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